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CARING MINISTRY 

During the month of December the Food Pantry 
served 153 households as follows: seniors (age 
60+) 101, adults (age 18 - 59) 182, and children 
(birth - 17) 67.  The total number of people served 
during December was 350.  In December we 
served 10 fewer households consisting of 9 more 
people than November. We had 141 more clients 
than one year ago, December 2019.   

The largest increase in clients comes from the 
Adult category.  This is the group hardest hit by the 
pandemic with job loss and lack of stimulus help.  
As this pandemic moves on creating more hunger 

dependence, the strain on our supplier, Akron    
Canton Food Bank becomes greater.   

The past, present, and future covers three months 
and shows support we provided in December, 
which I report to you in January, but you do not 
read until the February Newsletter.   Therefore, 
these numbers reflect our Christmas support and 
we are now thinking Ash Wednesday; therefore, 
the March Newsletter will better reflect our support 
during ordinary times.  Thanks for your generous 
support. 

February Item of the 
Month – we would like 
to collect 60 body washes 
and 60 boxes of Kleenex 
for our pantry families 
this month.  This is a new 
thing we would like to do 
each month to help our 

MESSAGE  FROM THE PRESIDENT: 

February is the month of love.  Well according to Hallmark and the florist it is.  It is also according to our 
Lord.  Every month is a month for showing each other God’s love.  There are so many people out there 
who are alone or who feel they are alone.  We need to tell them “God loves you and so do we”. When we 
offer someone something to drink, a loaf of bread, clothing, work etc., we are showing and spreading 
God’s love. 

I am so grateful for everyone that took the time and filled out the “Skill and Interest” form.  We are going 
to use the information to carry out the Lord’s work.  Please be patient with us; it will take some time to  
tally all the information and get it to the proper ministry.  Be assured the time and thought you took to fill it 
out will not be in vain.  You don’t have to wait for someone to ask for your help.  It is perfectly correct to 
come and volunteer. 

Your council is always working on ways to help our community and members.  It is also your responsibil-
ity to read our newsletter (now by mail or email), read the news page in the bulletins and listen to the     
announcements at the services so as to know what the different ministries have planned and what help they 
need. 

We can still make calls, send cards and notes, make donations to the charity of the month, and make      
donations to our food pantry and clothing closet, and help with Food Pantry day.  You, the people of Zion, 
do a great job of showing God’s love in the community.  The Lord’s work is never done. He is calling all 
of us to do His ministry. 

We will be having a Congregation Meeting, Thursday February 25th at 7PM in Memorial Hall.  We will 
be practicing physical distancing and all other safety measures.  Our agenda will be election of open    
council positions, voting on our constitution and bylaws, resolutions and policy and producers, and review 
of the mission of the congregation.  Please plan on attending.  We need everyone’s help in planning the 
Lord’s work.  If anyone needs transportation to and from the meeting, please call me at 330-412-4336 or 
the church office. 

Dear Lord, open our eyes to the needs of others and help us to stand with them.  Show us how to live more 
like Your Son, who always put other’s first.  Help us to see how we can help stop the turmoil in this      
country, and in our own community.  We pray in Jesus name.  Amen. 

God’s Peace and Blessings be with you all, 
Darlene Milavickas  
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pantry families with items that we usually cannot 
get from the Food Bank.  We always need our    
staple items – peanut butter, creamed soups, 
chunky/hearty soups, jelly (except grape), pasta, 
spaghetti sauce, canned fruit, and boxed cereal or 
instant oatmeal because these items are given out 
regularly.  Thanks for your support! 

CLOTHING CLOSET 
is in need of household 
items such as; bath      
towels, hand towels, tea 
towels, dishes, pots, pans, 
etc.  We need all sizes of         
toddlers, girls and boy’s 

clothes and jackets.  We are also in need of men’s 
jeans in all sizes and shoes.  

PRAYER CHAIN—Remember to 
contact Kay Davis at Prayer@zion-

nc.com, if you have any prayer        
requests. 
 

Dear Lord Jesus, help us to continue to provide 
needed food as we put Christmas behind us.   
Guide us in our responsibilities to our neighbors 
and family as we work to lower the current high 
infection rates.  Amen. 

G. Scott Gross 

Caring Ministry Elder 
 

LEARNING MINISTRY 

Pastor has started a new study in 
Adult Sunday School:  "10-Year-
Old Wears Tie and Spirit of      
Welcome."  Has this title stirred up 

interest?  If so, please join the class on Sundays at 
10:15 a.m.  Pastor's classes always stir up good 
conversation and provide fellowship. 

The children will continue to have their Sunday 
School lessons on Wednesday evenings at 6:00 
p.m.  The lessons provide activities, crafts and 
games that focus on the Gospel lesson for the 
week. 

Pastor continues to lead us in Bible discussions on 
Wednesdays at 5:00 p.m. and Thursdays at 9:00 
a.m.  This is an excellent way to have a better    
understanding of the readings and Gospel for the 
week.  If you would like to join the Bible discus-
sions, please let Vicki know and she will add you 
to the distribution for the link to Zoom.  Teen Bible 
discussions are on Wednesdays from 4:20-4:50 
p.m. via Zoom. 

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my 
path – Psalm 119:105 

Janet Slease 

Learning Ministry Elder 
 

RESOURCE MINISTRY 

YOU ARE AWESOME 
ZION! What a blessing to 
have your support of our 
various ministries. The 

Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays provided us 
with extensive opportunities to expand support of 
our community ministries. Your financial support, 
combined with expressions of God’s peace and 
love, have provided joyful, positive, and rewarding 
moments for our community and these activities 
were executed in a safe and socially responsible 
manner. We are inspired by these works and     
planning to do more in 2021, while looking        
forward to your support and participation to enable 
us to do so.  

Zion’s December giving rate increased 51% from 
November and was comparable to December 2019 
which was an outstanding month. This completed 
our 2020 trend of significant positive increases in 
spiritual energy and financial support you have 
provided; THANK YOU! Our 2020 year-end result 
provided a 30% increase vs 2019. Your continued 
positive support will enable us to operate in a     
fiscally responsible manner while helping Zion   
address and support our expanding community   
outreach ministries.  

Our December budget results generated a very   
significant positive impact to our year-end results 
which insured a nominally breakeven condition. 
Despite the potential negative aspects of the      
pandemic, your support enabled us to exceed the 
predicted and authorized 2020 budget deficit;    
insuring we leave 2020 on solid financial basis and 
can approach 2021 with confidence to fund our  
expanding ministries. Maintenance of our positive 
giving trends in 2021 will make this a reality. 

For 2021, we are developing plans to refurbish the 
kitchen to enable us to host and prepare the meals 
necessary to support our expanding community 
ministry aspirations when COVID-19 no longer 
influences our behavior. If you would like to      
expand your giving to include this opportunity, you 
may designate giving accordingly. As this planning 
becomes more refined, the specific plans will be 
presented to you.  
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Also new for 2021, please review the new       
stewardship opportunity, “Equal Exchange: Fairly 
Traded” highlighted later in this newsletter. 

FYI: Our  electronic giving options continue to 
operate successfully, accounting for approximately 
10% of total December giving volume. If you are 
not currently using this option but would like to try 
it, you may get started using the link on the         
Zion-NC.com website for On-Line giving. Fund 
categories for all authorized giving are included 
for selection. 

We are so happy and inspired to have your support 
for Zion’s ministries and to know that we can    
address the current health and social crisis’s by 
trusting in God’s blessings and exercising          
appropriate personal responsibility.  

Please stay connected and supportive! God’s peace 
and blessings for you all! 

Faithfully yours, 
John Rhodes 

Resource Ministry Elder  

 

SOCIAL MINISTRY 

As we move through 
2021, it is our hope 
that we will be able to 
have many more    
community events than 

we had in 2020.  Safety is our top priority.  When 
we work at it together and consult with the Health 
Department, we continue to find ways to serve  
others differently but safely.   

We have picked a date for our 
Cruise-In Community event - 
Friday June 25th.  More details 
to come as it gets closer but 
count on our 50/50 raffle    
benefiting a local charity. Cars, 
games, prizes, food and fellow-
ship.   

Dear Lord, please help us to find new and creative 
ways to serve the needs of our community safely.  
We pray that they will feel your love and peace 
through our actions.   Amen.  

Laura Thompson 

Social Ministry Elder  
 

 

 

 

WITNESS MINISTRY 

The witness ministry is working on ways to reach 
out to the community.    

WELCOME WAGON/COMMUNITY NEEDS  
We organized a task force and we will be meeting 
in February to start with the Welcome Wagon and 
also to reach out to the community to survey their 
needs.  

COMMUNITY GARDEN  
We contacted the North Canton Community Gar-
den and we will be meeting in February to start 
discussing our garden.  If you are interested in    
being on the Task Force and are interested in     
gardening or have great ideas, let me know.   

Heavenly Father.  Show us ways to reach out to 
our community to provide for their needs and be 
your disciple.  Amen  

Sue Whalen 

Witness Ministry Elder  
 

WORSHIP & MUSIC MINISTRY 

Hope:  A feeling of expectation 
and desire for a certain thing to 
happen. 

It’s a new Year and a lot of 
Hope is in the minds of         
everyone.  Hope that this      
pandemic will end soon. Hope 
that our new president will do a 
good job.  Hope that we will be 
able to worship normally as we 
have for centuries.  

Hope is the one feeling that is strengthened by our 
faith in God and in our belief that no matter how 
dismal things appear to be at times, that we will 
overcome any adversity. It is my hope that more 
people come to join us here at Zion and experience 
first-hand the love of Christ. 
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It is my hope that people all over the world come 
to know the comfort and blessings Jesus brings to 
all those who seek his caring presence. It is my 
hope that those who are hungry are fed and those 
who are oppressed are freed from their burden.   

We at Zion Lutheran Church need to serve our 
community by offering hope through our faith in 
Christ by sharing our abilities, food, clothing and 
love.  Please join us for our worship services on 
Sunday mornings at 9:00 am or our Wednesday 
evening services in the gym at 7:00 pm.  During 
Lent, we will be watching a video series with    
discussion starting on Sunday evening, February 
21st  at 6:15 pm.  

For those who normally attend the Wednesday 
evening service, we will be having a traditional 
Ash Wednesday service on February 17th at 7:00 
pm in the regular worship space with an extended 
live video presence in Luther Hall, where we can 
provide more physical distance. Pastor William 
will bring to you the distribution of ashes and   
communion.   

Prayer:  Lord give us hope and strengthen our 
faith, so that we can share your word and to focus 
on what you want us to do. Help us to help others 
and give them hope during these trying times.  
Amen.   

Brian Walters 

Worship & Music Elder  

 

ZION’S FINANCIAL FACTS IN                           
DECEMBER 2020 

December Income   $  57,781.47 

Income through December  $319,807.29 

December Expenses   $  31,863.98 

Expenses through December  $342,471.34 

We thank you for your generous support!  
 

 

A New Venture in 2021 

At its 1/12/21 meeting, Zion Church 
Council     approved partnering with 
the organization, “Equal Exchange: 
Fairly Traded.”  This was decided 
after reviewing a written proposal 
from Paul and Cindy Bagocius.  
Equal Exchange is a co-op            
organization founded in 1986.  Its 
stewardship mission is to 1.)  better 

the planet, 2.)  better the lives of small-scale 
famers, and 3.)  better consumer choices when 
buying organically-grown coffees, teas,            
chocolates, and oils.  The Resource Ministry, led 
by John Rhodes, will oversee this venture.   

Mark Thursday, February 25th on your calendar.  
This is the date for Zion’s Congregational       
Meeting.  It is here that a brief introductory slide 
show will be shown to kick-off Zion’s involve-
ment with “Equal Exchange.”  Its debut will      
coincide with the debut of the Coffee Bar in Luther 
Hall.  

After the meeting, you will be able to sample a tea 
blend, a breakfast blend of coffee—regular and 
decaf--along with your choice of chocolate        
mini-bars.  You will also be able to make a       
purchase or two.  Future purchases can be made on 
an on-going basis and on an as-needed basis.  
Simply email cindy.bagocius@gmail.com.  Prices 
for purchase are minimal increases over the     
wholesale cost.  Monies will go back into Zion’s 
Equal Exchange account so the venture is more 
than self-funded.  Every purchase made, is an    
investment in fair trade and its benefits.   

Go to equalexchange.coop for in-depth               
information. 
 

ART SHOW 

Our First Annual Art Show has been resched-
uled for Autumn, 2021. 
 

BOOK OF THE MONTH:   

The Book Discussion Group will 
meet Friday,    February 5th at 10 
am at Zion. The book this month is 
Cutting for Stone, by Abraham 
Berghese.  For more information, 
please contact Linda Weidenbach 
at 850-766-5640 or e-mail at                 
lindakjw@gmail.com. 
 

WANTED:  A used, but in good    
condition chest of drawers.  To be 
made into a dollhouse. Anyone having 
such, can notify Cindy Bagocius at            
cindy.bagocius@gmail.com.  
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Pastor’s Ponderings 

February, 2021 

 

February, the month of love: 
 The love we feel in this congregation 

 The love God has for us 

 The love we have for others 

 

What, no mention of Valentine’s Day? The marketing industry taught us that this 
day is about buying love. Or, at least buying things to demonstrate our love. But, 
isn’t Valentine’s Day named after a saint? Well, yes, but the “Saint” part has mys-

teriously been dropped from most marketing of the day. So, what did Valentine do to warrant being named 
a saint? Did you know? 

 

 St Valentine, (Valentinus), was beheaded by the Roman Emperor Claudius II 
around 270 AD for marrying young couples in love. Claudius deemed it illegal 
for young men to marry because he thought single men made better soldiers. 
Valentinus, relied upon the Bible for support to marry couples. 
 

 There are several people named Valentine who are sainted. Also: 
° The only woman St. Valentine (Valentina) was martyred in Pales-

tine on July 25, 308 AD. 
° There was a pope named Valentine who served for 40 days – 

though he is not sainted. 
 

So, what has this to do with us? Well, I was pondering: 
 

 How those opposed to an oppressive government didn’t demonstrate or riot or destroy, but instead con-
tinued practices of love and support – even though it cost them their life. 
 

 How love and concern for the benefit of others is put ahead of personal concern or benefit 
 

Maybe stimulus checks can be used, not to stimulate our own extra buying, but to 
stimulate those who are hungry, in danger of being evicted, or 
maybe even our Mission of the Month – Stark County Humane 
Society, or our Food Pantry Item of the Month – body wash and 
facial tissue. 
 

How can we share more love and concern for others? Come to Adult Sunday School af-
ter church on Sunday, we have great conversations on topics like this. I look forward to hearing what 
you’ve been pondering.  

 

Graciously, Pr. William 
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News from Zion’s Youth 

 

   

   
Upcoming Events – Mark your calendars! 
 

Wednesday, February 17th:  Ash Wednesday 

Wednesdays -  February 24th, March 3, 10 & 17th: First Communion Classes at 6 pm  
 

 

Sunday School   
 

We will continue with Wednesday Evening Sunday School at 6 pm during the month of February for our 
kids ages Pre-K thru 6th grade. Starting Wednesday, February 24th we will have First Communion classes 
during the Wednesday Sunday School hour. The kids will be learning the Fed and Forgiven curriculum.  
There will also be regular Sunday School classes for those children whose parents do not feel they are 
ready for First Communion classes. 
 

 

Sharing Our Love with The Stark County Humane Society 

 

Our Service Project for February will support the Stark County Humane Society. We need your help    
sharing our love to help the animals and staff at the Stark County Humane Society.  There will be heart 
tags outside the worship space with items that are most needed at this time for the Humane Society, and a 
sweet treat as a small thank you for your love for the animals and the good work the Humane Society does.  
Please take a treat and tag or two and place your donated items in one of the collection areas located      
outside the worship space, in Luther Hall and outside the front entrance on Lindy Lane. There are also 
heart tags with monetary amounts for those who are not able to shop. Checks can be made payable to Zion 
Lutheran with Humane Society in the memo and can be dropped off or mailed to the office.  Our goal is to 
collect at least $500 for the Humane Society. 
 

The following is a list of the items that are included on the heart tags: 
 

1. Puppy and Kitty Chow 

2. Canned Cat and Dog Food 

3. Blue Dawn Dish Soap 

4. Bleach 

5. Copy Paper 
6. Gently Used Towels, Blankets, Sheets  
 

Due to the pandemic, we are unable to schedule a group volunteer date at this time.  As soon as the Hu-
mane Society is allowed to have groups volunteer, we will schedule a date! 
 

Please help us help those who can’t speak for themselves!  You can look up more information about 
the Stark County Humane Society on their website at www.starkhumane.org where there is a list of 
additional items they need, volunteer opportunities and most importantly, pets that need a forever 
home.  Thank you in advance for everyone’s support!  
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Food Pantry & Clothing Closet Spotlight & Many Thanks 

January was another busy month for the Food Pantry and Clothing Closet.  We served 63 households the 
first Tuesday in January and 58 the third Tuesday totaling over 130 people each time.  Thanks be to God 
for all the families we are able to help and for all the volunteers that serve these families each time.  We are 
so grateful to have such a dedicated group of people who come each month to help with the Food Pantry 
and Clothing Closet! If anyone is interested in being a part of this great group, here are the dates and times 
(you can join the whole time from 9 am – 2 pm or pick the time slots that fit into your schedule): 
 

1st and 3rd Tuesdays of each month:   

• Set up begins at 9 am 

• Lunch distribution begins at 12 pm   

• Food Distribution at 1 pm until 2 pm 

• Clothing Closet prep begins at 10 am 

• Clothing Closet opens at 1 pm until 2 pm 

 

 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each month:   

• 9:30 am - 12 pm: Clothing Closet work days to organize and go through donations that have 
been received  
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Vitalant Blood Drive Update & Many Thanks 

We kicked off the year with another successful Vitalant Blood Drive at Zion on Sunday, January 17th.  
Eighteen people came out to donate blood and Vitalant was able to collect 20 units from those that came 
and one person who donated early for our drive in December.  We reached our goal of 20 units once again 
but hope we can exceed that goal next time.  A big, heartfelt thank you to all those who came out to donate.  
It is such an important gift to give – the gift of life for those who need blood.  Thanks be to God for all that 
are able to donate! 

Stay tuned for further information on our next blood drive. 

 



Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church                                                                                                                         February 2021 

11 



Zion Lutheran Church                 Non-Profit Organization 

349 Lindy Lane NW                   U. S. Postage  

North Canton, OH 44720                        PAID 

An ELCA Congregation             Canton, Ohio 

                    Permit No. 2094 

Worship Services     

Sunday Morning:   9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 

Wednesday Evening:  7:00 p.m. Casual Service   

 

 

Church Office Hours       

Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
 

Pastor:  The Rev. William Weidenbach, Jr.                     850-766-5853 

Pastor’s E-Mail:              Pastor@zion-nc.com 

Church Council President:  Darlene Milavickas         330-412-4336 

Church Office Secretary:  Vicki Givler          330-499-3909 

Church Office Secretary E-Mail:                          Office@zion-nc.com 

Organist:  Jack Brannen 

Christian Ed. Director: Debbie Fox                       330-966-2433 

Chancel Flowers: Vicki Givler                        330-499-3909 

Church Office Fax Number                        330-499-0801 

Prayer Chain: Kay Davis                             330-494-6267 

Prayer Chain: Email                                             Prayer@zion-nc.com 

Website:  www.zion-nc.com  Like us on Facebook @zionnorthcanton 

Statement of Purpose:  
Zion matters to the community by showing the love of Jesus Christ 


