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CARING MINISTRY 

During the month of June, the Food 
Pantry served 114 households      
consisting of a total of 273 people. 
As a comparison, 129 households 
with 331 people were served during 

May 2021. The adults with and without children 
have dropped, while the seniors with and without 
children have remained basically the same. In June 
2020 we served 65 households with 117 people; 
therefore, we have increased our Ministry by 75% 
more households and 133% more people respec-
tively over last year. The decrease in June from 
May of adults with and without children was 25%.  
I think it is too early to look at the significance of 
the   decrease, because the first Tuesday in June 
was June 1st.  

The Caring Ministry is still looking for a Team 
Leader for the Transportation Team.  This person 
would receive calls from shut-ins or nursing home 
residents for rides to church; therefore, the leader 
would find a team member to pick up the resident 
that Sunday. 

We are also looking for a Team Leader for our  
Return Home Team that would provide a hot meal 
for a family when a family member returns from 
the hospital. This would also involve providing a 
hot meal occasionally for a shut-in, just to check 
on them and show we care.  Please consider       
becoming a member of this team. 

Anyone interested in filling any of these positions, 
please contact me at ggrossjr@neo.rr.com and I 
will get back to you.  

FOOD PANTRY August Item of the Month – 
we would like to collect 65 packages 
of toilet paper and 65 cans of hearty/
chunky soup for our 
pantry families this 
month.  Thanks to every-
one who donated hearty/

chunky soup last month.  We always 
need our staple items – peanut butter, 
creamed soups, jelly (except grape), pasta,         
spaghetti sauce, canned fruit, and boxed cereal or 
instant oatmeal because these items are given out 
regularly.  Thanks for your support! 

COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

AUGUST 2021 

 

The month of August presents still more opportunities to be God’s servants and to celebrate the vitality of 
our Congregation.  We are thankful for the 4 ½ years of service to Zion provided by Church Organist Jack 
Brannen, whose beautiful performances at Sunday Worship and other events lifted our hearts and inspired 
our souls, particularly during the 16 months of the Coronavirus Pandemic.  We celebrated Jack’s contribu-
tions at a reception after Worship on July 11, 2021, at which time we announced contributions made in his 
name to the ELCA Hunger Task Force. 

The dedicated efforts of a Worship Ministry Subcommittee consisting of Pastor William, Carole Singer, 
Darlene Milavickas and Paul Bagocius have secured the services of Organists Carol McKimm and Steve 
Moore on the first and third Sundays, respectively, of each month, and the services of Suzanne Walters on 
piano/keyboard on the second and fourth Sundays of each month.  Our Ministries pursue opportunities to 
beautify our Church grounds, stabilize our infrastructure, secure our finances, serve our members and reach 
out to the community. 

I thank Darlene Milavickas for her willingness to help guide me through this process and the Congregation 
for allowing me to be a part of it. 

Lord, thank You for the challenges which educate us and the joys which enrich us.  May we continue to 
grow through love and service to others, in Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jim Fidler 
Council President 

MINISTRY REPORTS 
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CLOTHING CLOSET is in 
need of household items such as; 
bath towels, hand towels, tea   
towels, dishes, pots, pans, etc.  
We need boy’s clothing, sizes 5 to 
18.  We are collecting new socks, 
men’s & women’s all sizes.   

PRAYER CHAIN Remember  
to contact Kay Davis,         
Prayer@zion-nc.com, if you 
have any  prayer requests. 

Thank you Lord for our current Team Leaders, 
Open the hearts of our congregation and move 
people to become needed Team leaders and mem-
bers. Amen. 

G. Scott Gross 

Caring Ministry Elder 
 

LEARNING MINISTRY 

Adult Sunday School 
The Adult Sunday School 
group meets Sundays at 
10:15 am after service.  
Pastor Weidenbach is    
taking the lead and the 
group is discussing        

inactive members and what our role is with        
enabling them and how they might return with a 
little encouragement.  Please join us for an         
engaging and worthwhile discussion each week! 

Wednesday Evening Classes 
- Pre-K thru 6th Grade 

Summer “Sunday” School 
continues on Wednesday  
evenings at 6 pm for our kids 
grades Pre-K thru 6th.  We are 
doing group activities outside 
(in the gym if the weather is bad) that include short 
lessons, service projects, games and more. Join us 
for fun, learning and sharing God’s love! 

Women’s Bible Study 

Women’s Bible Study will start again on Wednes-
day mornings at 10 am on September 8th.  Sue 
Whalen will be leading the group in a study of the 
book of Jude for six weeks.  Please contact Sue 
(susanw61@neo.rr.com) if you are interested so 
study materials can be ordered, 

Summer Service Projects Update: 
We are still collecting: 

• school supplies and monetary donations for our 

North Canton City Schools teachers, 

• items for the Stark County Humane Society  

• items for the baby care kits for Lutheran World 
Relief. 

Collection bins and lists of needed items are locat-
ed in Luther Hall.  Thank you for all of your dona-
tions thus far!  Thanks be to God for everyone’s 
support and generosity! 

Debbie Fox 

Learning Ministry Elder 
 

RESOURCE MINISTRY 

Peace be with you! May the Lord shine upon 
you! It is impossible to not be inspired with the 
warm morning sun and God’s creation in full 
bloom. Our June community events, Cruise-In and 

VBS, were executed     
flawlessly with enthusiastic  
Zion support and were very 
well received by the      
participants. The Holy 
Spirit was very apparent at 
both events from all      

positive interactions. Detailed feedback for both 
will be supplied elsewhere in this Newsletter.    
Additionally, our support for the Habitat 2021 
Faith Build has been enthusiastically completed 
and heartwarmingly appreciated by the recipients. 
We are very thankful for our ability to execute 
these enjoyable community ministries and look 
forward to the remainder of the year getting back 
to more normal operating conditions. Your        
financial support has made them possible. 

Financially, June was a disappointing month as our 
expenses were well within our budget estimates, 
but our giving was barely on par with 2020. The 
result being an operating deficit for June. Year-to-

Date giving continues to be ahead of 2020. Your 
giving provides the necessary foundation to fund 
our 2021 ministry plans as we continue their      
implementation with relaxation of pandemic     
constraints. God’s blessings to you all for your 
support to date and  for the remainder of 2021 and 
beyond.  

Prayer: Lord, thank you for the inspiration and 
sufficient resources to do your work at Zion and in 
our community. Help us to recognize the needs and 
to appropriately respond to them. We do this in 
honor of your name, Amen.  

John Rhodes 

Resource Ministry Elder 
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SOCIAL MINISTRY 

Did you know that Linda       
Weidenbach was elected to     
Synod Council in an at-large    
position?   You probably didn’t 
know that she was elected and 

like me, you probably don’t know what it means.  

It means that our Linda is part of a group of people 
that are responsible for recommending program 
goals and budgets to the regular meetings of the 
Synod, and then carrying out the resolutions of the 
Synod Assembly.  The Synod Council also has 
responsibilities for issuing letters of call and 
providing reviews for ordained ministers.   To me, 
it simply means that Linda has a key role in fur-
thering our mission as Lutherans in a larger com-
munity than just at Zion.  Congratulations to Linda 

and a big thank you to her.  Great Job Linda �!     

Guess what else is new?  Pastor William was 
elected to be a Synod representative to the church-

wide assembly next year. And what does that 
mean you may be asking? It means that Pastor 
William will have the ability to impact more than 
just our immediate community.  He will represent 
the interests and needs of the people of our synod 
to the broader church at next year’s assembly.   

Thank You Pastor William and Linda.  You have 
our love and support as you fulfill these roles.  
 

Dear Lord, how thankful we are to have the oppor-
tunity to further serve your community through the 
synod work.   Be with Pastor William and Linda as 
they fulfill your will in their positions.  Amen 

Laura Thompson  
Social Ministry Elder 

 

WITNESS MINISTRY 

FALL FESTIVAL 

The Fall Festival is  
Saturday, Septem-
ber 11th.   We will 
be providing food 
and festivities free 
to everyone.  We’ll 
need lots of help so please mark your calendar for 
September 11th.  More details to come as it gets 
closer to the date.  All COVID safety protocols in 
place at that time will be followed.   

 

COMMUNITY GARDEN 

The community garden has been approved and we 
will start getting it ready for the Spring of next 
year.  This garden will be open to the community 
so you and your friends can get together and so-
cialize and share your goods.  If you have any 
tools or supplies that you would like to donate 
to the garden, it would be greatly appreciated.   

SMALL GROUPS 

We would like to get a few small groups started 
this Fall.  This is a great way to get together with 
other people who have the same interests. If you 
are interested in leading a small group, please let 
me know.  It doesn’t have to be a learning class, it 
could be just a time to get together with people 
who like to do the same things you do.  

So far, we have a Women’s Bible Study Group, a 
Book Club and possibly an Art Group and        
Crocheting Group. You control how often your 
group gets together and where. 

MAIN STREET FESTIVAL 

We will have a booth at the Main Street Festival 
on Saturday, August 14th.  We will need a few  
volunteers to help so the sign-up sheets will be in 
Luther Hall starting July 25th.  This is a great     
opportunity to get to know the people in our     
community.  

Dear Father, thank you for these opportunities to 
spread your Word and to show your love to others. 

Susan Whalen 

Witness Ministry Elder 
 

WORSHIP MINISTRY 

Due to Jack Brennan's   
retirement as Zion's organ-
ist, a Task Force (Pastor, 
Darlene Milavickas, Carole 
Singer, and Paul Bagocius) 
has been busy finalizing plans.  His last day as our 
organist was July 11th.  Plans are in place for   
Carol McKimm to play the organ on the first   
Sunday of the month (starting August 1st), Steve 
Moore playing the organ the third Sunday of the 
month (starting July 18th), and Suzanne Walters 
playing piano/keyboard (blended music) the      
second and fourth Sundays of the month (starting 
July 25th). We thank God for His leading our Task 
Force to these individuals, for their willing ac-
ceptance, and for Carole Singer for her countless 
phone calls and numerous hours in contacting all 
leads to fulfill the Sunday music ministry at Zion. 
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We welcome Carol McKimm as our new organist 
for the first Sunday of each month beginning     
August 1st.  There will be a "Welcome Reception" 
for Carol after the service on August 1st in Luther 
Hall.  Please plan on meeting, greeting, and issuing 
a warm welcome to Carol.  Coffee, tea, and light 
refreshments will be served.  (Steve Moore had his 
reception on July 18th.) 

Suzanne Walters graciously asked to forego a 
"Welcome Reception" since she is not new to Zion 
and not new to the music program at Zion.  How-
ever, please personally "welcome" her back upon 
her return to providing her talents during our    
Sunday worship services. 

Mallory Rhodes has agreed to provide Nursery  
services to our pre-first graders during the 
Wednesday evening service and the Sunday morn-
ing service.  However, when she returns to school 
in late August, she will not be able to help in our 
Nursery.  If you know anyone 18 years or older 
who would be a good candidate for this position 
(pay is $20 per service), please let Paul Bagocius 
know (330-329-4678).  

Beginning immediately, at the end of Sunday    
service, the Trustees will no longer dismiss each 
pew.  Just like pre-Covid dismissal, each person 
can chose to leave the worship space at their      
leisure.   

To have a more meaningful and spiritual Sunday 
service, Pastor is asking all those involved in that 
particular Sunday service (Assistant Minister, 
Chancel, Trustees, Music, Sound/Video) to meet in 
the Narthex at 8:25am for a short but meaningful 
Prayer prior to congregants coming. 

The Worship Ministry is asking all our members to 
reserve the last couple pews on both sides of the 
aisle for those having difficulty walking and for 
guests who don't want to be "forced" to walk to the 
front for available seating.  We thank our members 
for their sensitivity and cooperation.  The last two 
pews on the right side of our worship space will 
continue to be reserved for those preferring social 
distancing and/or mask wearing.   

Paul Bagocius 

Worship Ministry Elder 
 

 

 

 

 

 

COMFORT GIVERS 

First I would like to thank all the 
ladies that helped make the beau-
tiful quilts with the children at 
Vacation Bible School this year.  
The children colored squares that 
were added to other material 
squares that Betty Tracy and 
some of the other ladies cut and 
made backing for the quilts.  

They made 8 quilts and 1 lap blanket. 

We would like to remind 
everyone that we have 
prayer shawls and prayer 
lap blankets for anyone that 
needs some comfort or sup-
port from prayers. Just let 
me know if you or anyone 
you know would like one. 

Also, we are still col-
lecting for Baby Care 
Kit: each kit needs         
2 lightweight cotton      
T-shirts (No Onesies),      
2 long or short sleeved 
gowns or sleepers 
(Without Feet), 2 swad-

dling blankets, medium weight cotton or flannel, 
or crocheted or knitted with lightweight yarn, 36” 
to 52”, one jacket, sweater or sweatshirt with a 
hood, or include a baby cap, 2 pairs of socks, one 
hand towel- dark color. Clothes sizes should be 6 
to 24 months. 

Dear Lord, we thank you for all the skills and ma-
terials you have given us in order to make the 
quilts and provide for the kits to help those in 
need. Help us show them Your love and that You 
are always with them.  In Jesus name we pray. 
Amen 

Darlene Milavickas 

 

ZION’S FINANCIAL FACTS IN JUNE 2021 

June Income    $17,964.04 

Income through June            $181,664.64 

June Expenses    $24,191.15 

Expenses through June           $181,575.16 

We thank you for your generous support!  
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Upcoming Book Discussions 

 

It is not too late to pick up and read Celebration of Discipline by Richard J. Foster, in time 
for the first meeting of this year’s book discussion group. On Friday, September 3rd at 
10am, we’ll talk about the 2018 edition of this popular Christian book. The author’s     
premise is that certain disciplines in our lives are the keys to unlocking the free grace that 
Christ gave us.  

Not surprisingly, prayer is one of the disciplines. The author quotes Martin Luther: “I have 
so much business that I cannot get on without spending three hours daily in prayer.” The 
bulk of the chapter is about prayers of intercession, i.e. praying for others. 

Another discipline is highlighted is mediation. Dietrich Bonhoeffer said, 
“….just as you do not analyze the words of someone you love, but accept 

them as they are said to you, accept the Word of Scripture and ponder it in your heart, as 
Mary did. That is all. That is meditation.” 

We welcome all interested persons to the group. If you are interested and cannot come on 
September 3, you might consider coming on October 1st when we will talk about All Crea-
tures Great and Small, by James Herriot. 

Call Linda Weidenbach at 850-766-5640 or email Linda at lindakjw@gmail.com if you 
have questions. 
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Pastor’s Ponderings 

August, 2021 

 

How’s your summer going? Have you gotten in that vacation, or is it    
coming this month? Have you found time to enjoy God’s creation; and 
given God thanks for it? Have you welcomed the lingering decorations 
from VBS in the building? Have you come to a Wednesday worship when 
you knew you wouldn’t be here for the weekend? Have you done things to 
keep yourself physically and mentally healthy this summer?  

 

That leads me to ponder about what a healthy congregation might look like and how the 80/20 rule applies. 
Perhaps a healthy congregation is full of people who personally expect that… 

 

• …80% of what goes on at church meets my desires and expectations. 
 

• …20% of what goes on does not meet my desire or expectation, but I know other people may like it 
and I want them to be here doing things and worshipping with me. 
 

• …80% of the people in this congregation have found something to do amidst all the activities of this 
church that make a difference in the community. 
 

• …20% of the people are searching for a way to participate and I will help them find a way to partici-
pate in a meaningful way, even if it means encouraging them take my place doing something I like to 
do. 
 

• …80% of the new things we try will have some sort of positive impact or benefit for others. 
 

• ...20% of the new things we try will not work, but we at least gave it a good try. 

 

So, perhaps a way to sum this up is; A Christian acknowledges that not everything that happens at church 
will be 100% of what he/she wants or expects – and that is acceptable. Further, a Christian acknowledges 
that other people may really like some of what he/she doesn’t like – and that is absolutely acceptable. 

 

A Christian’s life is full of opportunities to mature in one’s faith and relationships (with God and            
humanity). Christian maturity isn’t something that happens with age, it ripens only through deliberate    
effort and participation. How will your faith advance this summer? 

 

I look forward to hearing what you’ve been pondering. 

Graciously, Pr. William 
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Steve Moore—Accompanist on the 3rd Sunday of the Month 

 

Like many children I began taking piano lessons at an early age.  My teacher, Pat Ward was the organist at 
our church in Akron (Park UMC).  My lessons lasted until I graduated from high school.  After graduation 
I went to Mount Union College and majored in Economics.  My piano practicing and playing was almost 
nonexistent during those four years.  After college I stayed in Stark County and worked 34 years at Key 
Bank, primarily in their Trust Department.  I followed that up with 10 years at Meridian Capital Manage-
ment Group (Investment Management Firm) in Green.  

I probably would have stopped playing altogether after college but Pat asked me to accompany the church 
choir.  That worked out well since one of the altos in the choir ended up becoming my wife.  Becky is a 
retired school teacher.   

Pat gave me some organ lessons.  I also received organ lessons from Bob Morrison.  Over the years I only 
substituted at the organ and/or the piano.  There is an increasing demand for organists.  Playing at various 
churches keeps me busy during my retirement. I believe this is one way I can give back to the church.  I 
appreciate the opportunity to be part of the worship service at Zion Lutheran Church.   

Carol McKimm—Accompanist on the 1st Sunday of the Month 

 
As the youngest of seven children, I grew up in a very musical family. Many ‘moons’ ago my Dad played 
at the Moonlight Ballroom as a member of the  ‘Eddy Jeunemann Big Band‘ playing the sax and clarinet. 
Years later he played the violin in the ‘Canton Symphony Orchestra’ for 27 years. My Mom played (what 
we referred to as her ‘bar music’) at downtown ‘Benders’ playing all the old beautiful familiar favorites 
such as Stardust and Trees. At the age of six my Mom began teaching each of us to play the piano and my 
Dad made sure we practiced… This was NOT negotiable! When each of us had legs long enough to touch 
the pedals on the organ, Mom began teaching us to play the organ as well. For me, that was the seventh 
grade and I’ve been playing ever since… That’s a long time!!!!  

Over the years I have held various positions as Music Minister in a number of churches and the last 10 
years I have been substituting throughout the county. In addition to playing the organ, I am also a piano 
teacher. 

I have been married to Dave McKimm for 42 years and we have two children and three beautiful grand-
children . I enjoy interior design, flower arranging, window shopping, event planning and cruising with my 
husband.  

I welcome this new opportunity and look forward to meeting you. 

I want to thank my family at Zion for all your prayers and 
support over the years for my brother Gordon and especial-
ly this last time during his final fight and then his passing.  I 
am able to get through this sad time with everyone’s pray-
ers, cards, and support.  I thank God for all of you.   

May God’s Blessings be with you all, 
Darlene 

 

I want to thank Zion for letting me serve you and our Lord as a council member.  I want to thank all the 
council members for serving on council.  I have enjoyed my years on council as Worship Elder and then as 
President.  You have all been a wonderful group of people to work with.  We have moved our church in the 
right direction.  It has been so exciting and uplifting to be a part of the changes. I look forward to support-
ing you all in our continued move to serve our Lord by showing His love to all and serving the community. 

Darlene 
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Vitalant Blood Drive Schedule Update 

Below is the list of Blood Drives scheduled at Zion for the rest of 2021:      

• Wednesday, September 15, 2021 3pm - 7pm (gym) 

• Sunday, November 14, 2021 10am - 2pm (gym) 
 

You can schedule appointments online at http://www.vitalant.org/OhioDonorPortal for either of the 
above drives or contact Debbie Fox, and she can schedule your appointment. 

V������� B�
�� S�����: T�������� 

We had a “treasured” group of kids join us this year at Vacation Bible School June 28th – July 2nd.  We 
had 29 children join us each day this week.  During our week-long treasure hunt, we discovered that we are 
God’s treasure and He is ours!  We don’t need a treasure map to guide us through life, all we need is God 
and the Bible.  God is always with us!  He knows us, hears us, comforts us, forgives us and chooses us all 
because he loves us so much! 

The kids experienced a wide variety of activities during the week - awesome lessons, music, crafts, games, 
a treasure hunt, guest speakers, delicious snacks and many service projects.  The weather cooperated and 
we ended the week with our wet and wild day at the Cove on Thursday and our Treasured Celebration and 
Music Program on Friday.  

This year’s lessons were all about how much God loves us and how He is always there for us.  

Monday’s lesson summary:  

Bible Buddy: Pogo 

Bible Memory Verse:  “O Lord, you have examined my heart and know everything about 
me.”  (Psalm 139:1) 

Bible Story:  God identifies David as the future king. (1 Samuel 16:1-13) 

God knows us - he knows everything about us.  He looks at what’s in our hearts, not at what is on the    
outside.  We are valuable and treasured in God’s eyes.  God loves us so much and is always there for us! 

Tuesday’s lesson summary:  

Bible Buddy: Ruby  

Bible Memory Verse: “I love the Lord because he hears my voice and my prayer for 
mercy.”  (Psalm 116:1) 

Bible Story:  David escapes Saul and writes psalms to God. (1 Samuel 23:1 -14, Psalm 86) 

God hears us – he is never too distracted to hear us.  God will never ignore us.  Not only does he hear our 
voices but he also hears our hearts.  God treasures all of us and always hears us because he loves us so 
much! 

Wednesday’s lesson summary:    

Bible Buddy: Wilder 

Bible Memory Verse: “He comforts us in all our troubles so that we can comfort others.”  
(2 Corinthians 1:4) 

Bible Story:  God reassures King Hezekiah. (2 Kings 18:5 – 19:34) 

God comforts us – He does not promise to take away our problems, but does promise to be with us, helping 
us through each one.  God treasures all of us and is always the reassuring comfort when life’s worries press 
in.  We should always lean on God when life’s circumstances feel too big and overwhelming! God       
comforts us and is always there for us!! 
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Thursday’s lesson summary:    

Bible Buddy:  Grace 

Bible Memory Verse: “But you are a God of forgiveness, gracious and merciful, slow to 
become angry, and rich in unfailing love.” (Nehemiah 9:17) 

Bible Story:  God reinstates Peter . (John 18:1 - 21:19) 

God forgives us – true forgiveness goes beyond the words I’m sorry. It includes undeserved mercy healing, 
renewal and grace. Forgiveness means mending a broken relationship and starting fresh. God loves us so 
much that he completely wipes away our wrongdoings, restoring a priceless relationship with Him through 
the death and resurrection of his son, Jesus Christ!  Thank be to God!!! 

Friday’s lesson summary:   

Bible Buddy: Raymond 

Bible Memory Verse: “I have called you by name; you are mine.”  (Isaiah 43:1) 

Bible Story:  God chooses Esther  to save her  people. (Esther  2-8) 

God chooses us!  Being chosen is a special feeling. God not only chooses to love us; he also chooses each 
of us to do his amazing work! We have been handpicked by God to be an important and integral part of His 
kingdom’s work! We are all treasured by God!  Go out and share the good news and his love with others! 

 

 

 

We had an awesome group of leaders this year at VBS.  Janet Slease & Sue Whalen led our Pre-K/K 
group, Connie Riffle & Mallory Rhodes led our 1st & 2nd grade class, Cindy Bagocius lead our 3rd & 4th 
grade class and Renee Keith led our 5th & 6th grade class.  They put in a lot of hard work in a very short 
amount of time to make this year’s program such a success and to teach the children that they are priceless 
to God – His greatest treasure! We are all so grateful to them for the amazing job that they did!   

Our Treasured Music, was once again one of the favorite parts of VBS thanks to Kevin Walters and    
Christopher Noah.  They did an amazing job with the kids, teaching them the songs, motions and dance 
moves.  They also put together a fabulous program on Friday during which the kids did an absolutely    
fantastic job with all of the songs that they learned in 3 days’ time!!! The program was truly enjoyed by all 
and you can watch it on Zion’s Facebook page!   

This year’s outdoor activities was led by Jeremy Fox and Marcus Rhodes. The kids enjoyed many          
activities which included games, relay races, a treasure hunt on Tuesday, water games & activities on 
Thursday and carnival games on Friday. Thank you Jeremy & Marcus for a job well done!!! 

Thank you to Dave Palumbo, Jayne Schrader and Laurel Venable who handled our snacks and ice cream 
cart all week.  We appreciate all they did to keep the kids and volunteers fed and hydrated everyday.  

We were blessed with two days of great guest speakers. On Wednesday, Captain Rich Rhodes (North    
Canton Fire Department) and 5 of his firefighters visited to talk safety and show the kids their firetrucks 
and an ambulance.  It was a perfect fit for our Wednesday Bible Point - God comforts you.  God uses these 
men and women to comfort us in our time of need. Jackie Godbey and Eddie from the Stark County       
Humane Society visited on Friday and brought two puppies. Again, a perfect fit for Friday’s Bible Point – 
God chooses you.  God chose these people for their talents to take care of the animals who can’t speak for 
themselves.  Thanks be to God for all of our guests and all the other firefighters and Humane Society staff 
and volunteers!  

The week finished out with our wet and wild day at the Cove on Thursday with our inflatable water slide 
(Pastor’s favorite), and our Treasured Celebration & Music Program on Friday which included a carnival, a 
visit from our Humane Society friends and was followed by a pizza party.   
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Zion’s VBS is such a great success because of the contributions and commitments of all involved – the 
staff, the children, their families, the many volunteers and the congregation.  Thank you to everyone for 
your generosity & support and for all of your donations of VBS supplies, food, school supplies, pet items, 
money and/or time!  You are all appreciated and loved so much!  Also, a big thank you to Marco’s Pizza 
for giving us a great deal on the pizzas for our Pizza Party! 

The following is a list of staff and volunteers who are invaluable to me and Zion!  They show God’s love 
in all they do! Many of these people did more than the category they are listed in.  Everyone was always 
willing to help out wherever they were needed, and I am forever grateful!  Thank You!  Thank You!  
Thank You! 

Treasured Staff 
 

Pastor:  Rev. William Weidenbach, J r .  

Director:  Debbie Fox  

Teachers:  Pre-K/K:   Janet Slease & Sue Whalen 

                   1st & 2nd:   Connie Riffle & Mallory Rhodes 

                   3rd & 4th:   Cindy Bagocius 

                   5th & 6th:   Renee Keith  

Music: Kevin Walters & Chr istopher  Noah 

Service Leaders: Nicole Milek & Ashley Davis 

Snacks and Ice Cream: Dave Palumbo, Jayne Schrader  & Laurel Venable 

Outdoor Games: Jeremy Fox & Marcus Rhodes   

Quilters: Kay Davis, Mary Humber t, Linda Lancashire, Dar lene Milavickas, Dave Palumbo,  
Kay Reiss, Ruth Reinoehl, Lisa Roman, Linda Smith, Betty Tracy & Linda Tvorik 

Youth Helpers: Amelia Milek, Chr istopher  Thompson, Destiny Deweese, Lea Schroeter ,  
Abby Wilsbacher, Lucas Wilsbacher, Grace Honaker, Andie Green, Dana Nichols,  
Chloe Garner, Kenadi Medina & Teagan LaHaie 

Volunteers:  Darlene Milavickas, Laura Thompson, Ron Tvor ik, Linda Weidenbach & Tina Linz 

Registration: Vicki Givler  

Guest Speakers:  Jackie Godbey & Eddie (Stark County Humane Society) 
                         Captain Rich Rhodes (North Canton Fire Department) and 5 of his firefighters 

Props & Decorations: Doug Roman, Br ian Walters, Dar lene Milavickas, Janet Slease, Lisa  
Roman, Connie Riffle & Kathryn Milek 

This year was an amazing success! It was so great to have the kids back.  We all missed VBS last summer.  
Thanks be to God for bringing us together again!  Because of the above people, our program was truly   
enjoyed by all! Zion is very blessed with a great group of volunteers who make our VBS program one of 
the best!  Everyone’s flexibility, time commitment and hard work are invaluable – especially this year and 
planning everything in 3 weeks!  I could not do it without everyone’s help and support, and for that I am so 
grateful from the bottom of my heart!  Thanks be to God for all of you! You are all examples of God’s 
love! 

Debbie Fox 

 

We are all God’s greatest treasure and He is our greatest treasure! Go out and share that good news 
and God’s love with others!   
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Thank you!  Thank you!   And thank you! 

Our “Cruise-In” event was a great success.  When all 
was said and done, we raised $1,918.50 for the Valor 
Home - Veterans Services.   

Many veterans come into Valor Home not only  
homeless, but with less than a grocery bag of items.  
Having their own toothbrush and toothpaste can mean 
a tremendous amount to them.  We also know that 
having their own, and being able to maintain their own 
bicycle has been a great therapy to many of the        
residents.   The money we raised from the Cruise-In 
will further their mission to provide stable housing, 
case management and various therapies to our        
veterans.   One note - even with their daily mental and 

physical struggles, there is still a friendly rivalry between the branches of the service.  If you don’t believe 
it - visit the Valor Home the week before the Army Navy football game!   

Here’s a quote from one of the residents. “The Valor Home helped me get on my feet again.  The case 
management and art therapies helped me work through my PTSD to be able to manage day to day life.  I 
am forever thankful to them. Go NAVY!!!”   

See what I mean about the rivalry?  Anyway, thank you again to all of the Zion family that volunteered 
their time and donated food or funds, or brought a vehicle to the Cruise In.    

Laura Thompson, Social Ministry 

 

Here’s a thank you from one of the vehicle owners who won a prize that evening.   
 

To Whom It May Concern, 

I wish to thank everyone who had anything to do with the car show.  The food was excellent and plentiful.  
All of the people were very courteous.  Many of the drivers talked very highly of the show.  I also wish to 
thank you for the award and wrenches which I won. 

Sincerely 
Lee Laubacher 
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CRUISE-IN—FRIDAY, JUNE 25TH 

We had 58 cars. 
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Dear Artists and Art-Lovers,                                                 

I have a dream   . 

A dream that, on October 8th, you will be one of the participating artists and/or art-lovers at the first annual 
Art Show at Zion Lutheran Church in North Canton. 

There is no entry fee and artists are free to sell their work. I am asking each artist to donate something 
modest he or she has created to use for a silent auction, proceeds going to the Habitat for Humanity – Faith 
Build 2022. 

It will be a short show – from 7 pm to 8:30 pm, opening with complimentary beverages and light snacks 
and a brief reader’s theatre around the theme of peace. We will have stations for artists to set up their    
pieces, so that guests can wander about, talk with artists, and view their work. We will have a door prize. 

Please consider participating in this dream. 

Best to you, 

Linda Weidenbach, member, Zion Lutheran Church 

lindalkw@gmail.com 

phone # 850-766-5640 
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Habitat for Humanity Faith Build 2021 Update 

 

We have completed our three work days for this year’s Faith build!  What an amazing three days of hard 
work that is so important to the three families who have waited patiently for their homes!  We met great 
team leaders, volunteers from other faith groups, and family members that are part of Habitat’s program.  
Everyone’s time and commitment are so amazing!  We also learned so much about how Habitat for   
Humanity works!  It is a great organization that does so much to help families find good, safe homes in a 
manner that they can afford.  The families that are accepted into Habitat’s program buy the homes      
interest free with a mortgage payment that is manageable.  They also put in required volunteer hours on 
build sites and at Habitat Restore and take classes about budgeting and home ownership. Habitat does 
such a great job of setting them up for success.  Hearing from families in the program each time we were 
on site was very emotional and uplifting.   
 

Thank you to everyone who volunteered and prayed for the Faith Build!  Everyone had so much         
enthusiasm and many learned new skills!  We got to lay subfloors, put up exterior walls and hang siding 
and soffit for our three work days!  The homes are really coming along and should be completed by the 
end of September.  We look forward to the dedication ceremony sometime in early October. 
 

Another big thank to Cindy Bagocius and the lunch crew of Jayne Schrader, Laura & Christopher 
Thompson, Shirley Horton, Mary Humbert, Kay Reiss, Ruth Reinhoel and Linda Lancashire.  We all   
enjoyed and appreciated the great lunches which provided us with much needed energy to finish our 
work days! 
 

We ask that everyone continue to pray for the families, staff and volunteers of this very important      
project and to pray for God’s help and guidance. We also pray for everyone’s safety and that the builds 
continue to stay on schedule for these amazing and patient families who have had to wait an additional 
year for their homes due to the pandemic.  Thanks be to God for Habitat for Humanity and all the staff, 
volunteers and families!   
 

If anyone has used furniture or building supplies they would like to donate, Habitat Restore is a great 
place to donate. All proceeds from the sales at Restore go to funding future builds.  For more infor-
mation go to www.restoreeco.org.  You can drop items off or schedule a pick up! 

 



Zion Lutheran Church                  
349 Lindy Lane NW                     

North Canton, OH 44720                         

An ELCA Congregation              
 

Return Service Requested    

 

Worship Services     

Sunday Morning:   9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 

Wednesday Evening:  7:00 p.m. Outside Casual Service  

 

 

Church Office Hours       

Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
 

Pastor:  The Rev. William Weidenbach, Jr.                     850-766-5853 

Pastor’s E-Mail:  Pastor@zion-nc.com 

Church Council President:  Jim Fidler                             330-494-7839 

Church Office Secretary:  Vicki Givler           330-499-3909 

Church Office Secretary E-Mail:                           Office@zion-nc.com 

Christian Ed. Director: Debbie Fox                        330-966-2433 

Chancel Flowers: Vicki Givler                         330-499-3909 

Church Office Fax Number                         330-499-0801 

Prayer Chain: Kay Davis                              330-494-6267 

Prayer Chain: Email                                              Prayer@zion-nc.com 

Website:  www.zion-nc.com  Like us on Facebook @zionnorthcanton 

Statement of Purpose:  
 

Zion matters to the community by showing  
the love of Jesus Christ 


