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CARING MINISTRY 

During the month of 
May, the Food Pantry 
served 129 households 
consisting of a total of 
331 people. As a     
comparison, 121 house-
holds with 290 people 
were served during 

April 2021. The adult and senior groups with and 
without children remain high.  In May 2020 we 
served 70 households with 136 people; therefore, 
we have increased our Ministry by 84% more 
households and 143% more people respectively 
over last year.  This is the largest number of people 
we have served to date. 

The Caring Ministry is still looking for a Team 
Leader for the Transportation team.  This person 
would receive calls from shut-ins or nursing home 
residents for rides to church; therefore, the leader 
would find a team member to pick up the resident 
that Sunday. 

We are also looking for a Team Leader for our  
Return Home Team that would provide a hot meal 
for a family when a family member returns from 
the hospital. This would also involve providing a 
hot meal occasionally for a shut-in, just to check 

on them and show we care.  Please consider       
becoming a member of this team. 

Anyone interested in filling any of these positions, 
please contact me at ggrossjr@neo.rr.com and I 
will get back to you. 

FOOD PANTRY July Item of the Month – we 

would like to collect 65 packages of 
toilet paper and 65 jars of jelly for our 
pantry families 
this month.  
Thanks to eve-
ryone who do-

nated hearty/chunky soup 
last month.  We always need 
our staple items – peanut 
butter, creamed soups, jelly (except grape), pasta, 
spaghetti sauce, canned fruit, and boxed cereal or 
instant oatmeal because these items are given out 
regularly.  Thanks for your support! 

CLOTHING CLOSET is in need of household 
items such as; bath towels, 
hand towels, tea towels, dishes, 
pots, pans, etc.  We need boy’s 
clothing, sizes 5 to 18.  We are 
collecting new socks, men’s & 
women’s all sizes.  

 

Message from the President: 

As I assume the duties of President of Council for the second time, I am humbled by the confidence the 
Congregation has shown and I pledge to do the best job I can. Following in the footsteps of Darlene 
Milavickas is a daunting challenge. I am sure I speak for the entire Congregation in expressing heartfelt 
thanks for her tireless and very effective efforts to lead all of us in demonstrating that “Zion Matters to the 
Community by Showing the Love of Jesus Christ.” The Holy Spirit is present in the work of all of our   
energized Ministries, which are constantly finding more ways to show our love of Christ by reaching out to 
our members, neighbors and the world. Inspired by the love of Christ and strengthened by His never      
wavering support, so many members of Zion are using a multitude of talent to serve our fellow beings, 
with each accomplishment serving to inspire us to conceive and implement even more activities that show 
that although it is not easy to be a Christian, it is most rewarding. We cherish the opportunity to make this 
Christian journey together. 

Lord, thank You for the blessings You provide each and every day. Thank You for making us interdepend-
ent and providing friends and family to share our joys and sorrows, triumphs and failures. Thank You for 
teaching us the beauty of serving others. Help us to love You by loving others. In Jesus’ name we pray, 
Amen. 

Yours in Christ, 

Jim Fidler 
Council President  

MINISTRY REPORTS 
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PRAYER CHAIN Please contact 
Kay Davis, Prayer@zion-nc.com, if 
you have any prayer  requests. 

 

O Holy Spirit, develop in me those habits which 
are pleasing in your sight that I may know to do 
the right thing at the right time after the example of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

G. Scott Gross 

Caring Ministry Elder 
 

RESOURCE MINISTRY 

Alleluia! He is Risen Indeed! Alleluia! It is     
impossible to not be inspired by the sun shining, 
temperatures improving, and flowers and       
shrubbery blooming to express the full glory of 
God’s creation. The Holy Spirit is alive and well at 
Zion and we are especially looking forward to   
execution of our slate of 2021 community          
activities. By the time you read this, the Cruise-In 
should have taken place and preparations for VBS 
will have been  executed to expose our community 
youth to the Holy Spirit. We thoroughly enjoyed 
our first two Habitat workdays and found them to 
be very      rewarding experiences, both for us and 
for the beneficiaries. We are very thankful for our 
ability to execute these enjoyable community    
ministries and look forward to the remainder of the 
year getting back to more normal operating       
conditions.  

Financially, we are in a good position with May 
and Year-to-Date giving significantly ahead of 
2020. All phases of giving are up, and we are     
especially thankful for your response to our   
monthly designated giving opportunities. Your  
giving provides a solid foundation to fund our 
2021    ministry plans as we begin their implemen-
tation with relaxation of pandemic constraints. 
God’s blessings to you all for this outstanding 
show of support!  

Lord, thank you for the inspiration and the neces-
sary resources to do your work at Zion and in our 
community. Help us to recognize the needs and to 
appropriately respond to them. We do this in honor 
of your name, Amen.  

John Rhodes 

Resource Ministry Elder 
 

 

 

SOCIAL MINISTRY 

Use us and what we have gathered... 

The ELCA’s slogan says 
it simply: “God’s Work. 
Our Hands.”  

An author, Teresa of  
Avila in the 16th century, 
said it beautifully:  

“Christ has no body on earth but yours. No hands, 
no feet on earth but yours. Yours are the eyes with 
which he looks compassionately on this world. 
Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good.  
Yours are the hands with which he blesses the 
world.  Christ has no body now, on earth but 
yours.”  

There are many opportunities coming up to join 
your friends at Zion in service to our communities. 

Zion will participate in the ELCA’s God’s Work 
Our Hands dedicated day of service on Saturday 
September 11th. We will come together to share 
God’s love with our neighbors and to make our 
community a better place.  It’s a Community Fall 
Festival - free, family fun.   

We are hosting a “Community Art Show” on     
Friday, October 8th at 7 pm to show our love and 
support for local artists.  If you are interested in 
being part of the show by exhibiting your artwork, 
please call Linda Weidenbach at 850-766-5640.  
We have many excited artists getting ready for the 
evening.  It makes them (and you) feel so good 
when you come to see and talk about their work.   

Lutheran Men 
In Mission con-
tinue to accept 
participants and 
sponsorships for 

the Golf Outing on July 17th.  ALL proceeds are 
designated to go to North East Ohio seminary stu-
dents to go to any seminary they choose. We pray 
that these resources will help these students as they 
fulfill their call to teach the Word of God.  

The purpose of Lutheran Men in Mission is to   
enable all men to have a closer relationship with 
God.  Now that we are able to meet in person in a 
safe manner, Ken Reinoehl and a few others later 
this year, are looking to restart Zion’s involvement 
with Lutheran Men in Mission.  We’ll keep you 
updated in the Newsletter.  



Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church                                                                                                                                 July 2021 

4 

Dear Lord, thank you for loving all of us.  Thank 
you for showing us that everything we have comes 
from you.  Open our eyes to see that we are     
needed in our community and move us to take    
action to make a difference. Amen 

Laura Thompson  
Social Ministry  
 

WORSHIP MINISTRY 

Our organist, Jack Brannen, 
will be retiring from his        
position as organist in our 
church, with his last day on Ju-
ly 11th.  We have been blessed 
by his God given talents these 
past four years with his exceptional skills.  There 
will be a reception to honor him after our July 11th 
Sunday service.  Please join us in thanking him for 
his service and in wishing him wonderful days 
ahead. 

For the past two months, our search committee for 
an organist was comprised of Pastor, Darlene 
Milavickas, Carole Singer, and Paul Bagocius.  A 
special thank you goes to Carole for the numerous 
phone calls and conversations she held with many, 
many individuals following every lead given 
her.  While we were unsuccessful in hiring one 
person as an organist for all of our Sunday        
services, we have been successful in developing a 
plan that combines traditional music and contem-
porary music. Our Sunday service music will be 
fulfilled by several talented individuals. On the 
first and third Sunday of the month, organ music 
will be played in a traditional format.  Two talent-
ed individuals will take turns as organist, one per 
Sunday. For the second and fourth Sundays of 
every month, Suzanne Walters rejoins us in lead-
ing music during a blended musical service.  God 
has led each of these musicians to our door and we 
are thankful for His faithfulness in fulfilling our 
musical needs.    

Paul Bagocius 

Worship Ministry Elder  
 

COMFORT GIVERS 

We are still collecting 
for the baby care kits to 
be sent to Internally Dis-
placed Person Camps.  
We are looking for these 
items in sizes ranging 

from 0-18mos. 

• Light weight cotton T-shirts (No onesies) 

• Long or short-sleeved gowns or sleepers 
(without feet), can use pajama sets, top and 
pants. 

• Jacket, sweater or sweatshirt with hood or in-
cluding a baby cap, can be knitted or crocheted 
from yarn, or made from heavy double knits or 
fleece – button or ties down the front. 

• Socks 

• Swaddling blankets 36”to 52” square, medium
-weight cotton or flannel or crocheted or knit-
ted with lightweight yarn. 

 

We also have our prayer 
shawls and prayer lap 
blankets available for any-
one in need of prayers and 
support.  Please let me 
know if you or someone 
you know would like one. 

We would love to have more 
people to help with our minis-
try. Men and women are wel-
come.  We meet the 2nd and 4th 
Thursday of each month from 
10 am to 12 pm with a coffee/
snack break in there. We have 
some people    running sewing 
machines, some cutting the   
material, some laying out the 

quilt with matting then pinning the edges. There 
are people that thread the yarn through the quilt 
and tie knots. So you don’t have to know how to 
sew to be a part of this great ministry. There are 
plenty of jobs you can do.  We send these quilts 
and blankets overseas in the fall. 

Dear Lord, help us to reach out and help those in 
need.  Help us show them Your love and that You 
are always with them.  In Jesus name we pray. 
Amen 

Darlene Milavickas 

  
ZION’S FINANCIAL FACTS IN MAY 2021 

May Income              $  54,039.08 

Income through May              $163,700.60 

May Expenses              $  26,699.10 

Expenses through May            $157.070.80 

 
We thank you for your generous support!  
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A note of appreciation to my church family friends for the beautiful 90th birthday cards and                   
remembrances. 

Also, for the “home-craft” cards prepared by Linda  Lancashire and Donna Roan for the sewing group to 
share warm expressions during my services with them.  I am deeply humbled for such devotion. 

May God be praised for giving the guidance, strength, and courage for all to carry on. 

In His Love, 
Betty Tracy 

 

 

 

Thank you for all of your cards, thoughts and prayers for Dick’s passing.  It is very much appreciated. 

Edna Smith 
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Habitat for Humanity Faith Build 2021 Update 

 

We have one more volunteer work date for the Habitat Faith Build: 

Saturday, July 10, 2021: 8:15 am – 2:30 pm 

Location: Site A – The Burch Family  
Task: Siding  

Number of Volunteers: 5-7  

Minimum Age: 18  

Lunch: Deliver 11 lunches between 11:30am-noon 

 

Thank you to everyone who has volunteered so far, and to those signed up to volunteer July 10th!  Our first 
two work days were very warm, sunny days, and our groups put in two hard days of work and                
accomplished the tasks at hand earlier than expected!  Zion’s groups have become known as the “yellow 
shirts” because we wear our “God’s Work, Our Hands” t-shirts. We have been told the lead contractors 
look forward to working with the “yellow shirts” – very efficient and hard-working group.  Thank you for 
everyone’s hard work and enthusiasm for this project!  I know we all left feeling inspired, grateful for the 
opportunity to help, and full of love each time!  A big thank also goes out to Cindy Bagocious for leading 
the lunch crew of Jayne Schrader, Laura Thompson, Shirley Horton and Linda Lancashire.  Our brown bag 
lunches were delicious and full of nice surprises.  They really hit the spot on a hot day of hard work! 
 

During our work days, we have had the opportunity to meet some of the family members who work along 
side of the volunteers.  They are such amazing, deserving and inspiring people. We have also learned some 
unsettling news about the Habitat builds and the rising costs of materials and shortage of supplies due to 
the pandemic. The good news is that that Habitat will not stop, and they are working hard with their    
sponsors and partners to keep going and find solutions.  One jaw-dropping example is OSB sheets that  
normally cost $8 before the pandemic are now $53.  We can help offset these costs by volunteering,       
donating funds, and donating our gently used items to Habitat Restore. 
 

We continue to be excited and energized as part of this very important project and pray for God’s help and 
guidance. We also pray for everyone’s safety and that the builds continue to stay on schedule for these 
amazing and patient families who have had to wait an additional year for their homes due to the pandemic.  
Thanks be to God for Habitat for Humanity and all the staff, volunteers and families!  We look forward to 
the dedication ceremony in September when the families will receive their keys! 
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Highlights of the 2021 Synod Assembly 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our new bishop was installed at this year’s annual synod assembly on Saturday, June 12th at 2pm at the 
John S. Knight Center in Akron. The Reverend Dr. Laura L.H. Barbins is the 5th bishop of the Northeast-
ern Ohio Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
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The Rev. Elizabeth Eaton, our Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, was the presiding 
minister and preacher. Attending ecumenical representatives were the Rev. Lauma Zusevics (Archbishop, 
Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church Worldwide), the Rt. Rev. Mark Hollingsworth, Jr (Bishop, the     
Episcopal Diocese of Ohio), and Bishop John Malesic (Catholic Diocese of Cleveland). 

A brass ensemble, string bass, and vocal quartet provided music ministry. 

Before the service on Saturday, the business portion of the assembly commenced. Voting members of the 
synod placed their votes (both online distantly and in person) for various positions.  Both Bishops Eaton 
and Barbins gave greetings and reports. Bishop Eaton stressed the importance to the vitality of our church 
of bringing in “one million” diverse young people to our church in the next decade. Bishop Barbins        
introduced “The  Dandelion Project,” designed to support the spiritual health of our leaders.  There were 
reports presented from the synod council and treasurer, and a budget was adopted. 

Our previous bishop. The Rev. Abraham Allende, was awarded Bishop Emeritus.  
Bishop-Emeritus Allende and his wife, Linda Gotthardt  

The key note speaker in the morning was the Reverend Dr. Jack Fortin, author of the 
book “The Centered Life: Awakened Called Set Free Nurtured”. Fortin told this   
story: A Texas rancher and his new wife went to Vermont for their honeymoon. As 
they drove through the winding forested roads they got lost and could not find the 
Bed and Breakfast. They stopped at a farmhouse. The family was hospitable and   
invited them in to sit around the large round hundred-year-old wood table where the 
owner drew the Texans a very helpful map. As they were leaving the Texan asked 
the    Vermonter about his farm. The man said, “Well, over there by that curve is a 
fence for our property line. Off to the right around the next bend you’ll see a pile of 
rocks that my grandfather stacked when he cleared the field, and around the next 
bend…..” The Texan said, “You know, I could drive in a straight line for as far as 
you can see, all day, and never get to the end of my ranch.” The Vermonter said, 
“Yeah, I used to have a car like that.”  Moral of the story: We can go far in under-

standing each other if we can appreciate the other’s perspective.  

Our international sister synod in South Africa was unfortunately unable to send a 
representative. Our national sister synod, the Western North Dakota synod, sent the 
Rev. Craig Schweitzer. Rev. Schweitzer presented Bishop Barbins with a cross 
made by his father from woods indigenous to North Dakota. 

Many classes were offered on Friday of the assembly. You might ask Pastor      
William, Cindy Bagocius, and Susan Whalen what they gleaned from their classes. 

  The dates for the 2022 assembly are May 13th and 14th. 

  The peace of Christ be with you, Linda Weidenbach  
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Pastor’s Ponderings 

July, 2021 

 

Here comes summer! It starts out with a bang! When we celebrate our independence 

on July 4th might we actually have some fireworks this year? Maybe something else 

could be different this year. Did you know July 4th is a Sunday? Church anyone? 

 

Let us remember, we are celebrating our independence from Britain, not independence from God. Give 

God thanks that you live in this country. There is no better way to start July 4th celebrations than to go to 

church to give praise and thanks to God through whom all things are possible. Keep your life well ordered 

and it will be good with your soul; it all begins when you show up! 

 

So, I’ve been pondering about what “showing up” looks like in a Christian’s life? Does a Christian show 

up at… 

 

• …church on Wednesday and Sunday? Maybe not two services each week, but have they tried a        

different service from the one usually attended? Trying something new can invigorate a Christian’s life. 

 

• …the virtual worship service (currently a recording of the Sunday service, but might the future hold 

something more interactive?) when a Christian needs to be away from church for a week? Our recorded 

services can be found on Facebook, our website, and in high resolution on Vimeo.com. DVD and CD 

versions are available too – might a Christian even listen to it in the car, or share with a friend? 

 

• …Bible Discussion or Bible Study? Engaging in God’s word to understand what God desires for, and 

from, Christians helps makes one a dynamic Christian. 

 

• …church activities, service projects, and social events? Church is about more than an hour on Sunday 

(or Wednesday). It is a lifestyle that impacts Christians the other six days of the week. 

 

• …social gatherings with friends and co-workers filled with the Holy Spirit and ready to engage with 

them in a Christian manner, speech, and love? Is a Christian’s language and mannerisms different in 

church that in social settings? 

 

A Christian’s life is full of opportunities to mature in one’s faith and relationships (with God and humani-

ty). Christian maturity isn’t something that happens with age, it ripens only through deliberate effort and 

participation. How will your faith advance this summer? 

 

I look forward to hearing what you’ve been pondering. 

Graciously, Pr. William 
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Youth & Family News 

 

Upcoming Events – Mark your calendars! 
 

June 28th – July 2nd:  Vacation Bible School – “Treasured” 

Saturday, September 11, 2021:  Fall Community Festival at Zion 

 

 

Wednesday Evening Classes - Pre-K thru 6th Grade 

 

Reminder - Wednesday Evening classes start at 6 pm this summer for our kids grades 
Pre-K thru  6th.  We are doing group activities outside (in the gym if the weather is bad) 
that include short lessons, service projects, games and more. Join us for fun, learning 
and sharing God’s love! 

 

In June, the kids created artwork on fabric that was sewn into a stole for Pastor Weidenbach.  
The kids presented the stole to Pastor during service on Wednesday, June 16th.  Thank you to 
Mary Humbert for sewing the stole and heading up this project, and thanks to the kids for their 
amazing artwork! 
 

  
 

Summer Service Projects Update: 
 

We are collecting school supplies and monetary donations for our North Canton City Schools teachers, 
items for the Stark County Humane Society and items for the baby care kits for Lutheran World Relief. 
 

Collection bins and lists of needed items are located in Luther Hall.  Thank you in advance for your      
support.  Let’s Show God’s love in action with all of these projects! 
 

 

Vitalant Blood Drive Schedule Update 

 

Due to a staffing issue, Vitalant has had to cancel the Blood Drive scheduled for Wednesday, July 21st.  
There is currently a critical supply shortage. Those who donated in May or a double in March can schedule 
an appointment at Vitalant’s facility at 4119 Tuscarawas St West in Canton.  Use Zion’s code 1525 when 
scheduling.  Those who donated a double in March are eligible now to give, and those who donated in May 
are eligible July 21st.  Please do not schedule an appointment after July 21st if you are planning to donate in 
September.  If you are able, please donate and give the gift of life and share God’s love! 
 

Below is the list of Blood Drives scheduled at Zion for the rest of 2021:      
   

• Wednesday, September 15, 2021 3pm - 7pm (gym) 

• Sunday, November 14, 2021 10am - 2pm (gym) 
 

You can schedule appointments online at http://www.vitalant.org/OhioDonorPortal for either of the above 
drives or contact Debbie Fox, and she can schedule your appointment. 
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VBS 2021 

      June 28
th

 - July 2
nd

  
 

 

 

 

Monday 

• Bible Point:  God knows you! 

• Bible Story: God identifies David as the future king. (1 Samuel 16:1-13) 

• Bible Verse: “O Lord, you have examined my heart and know everything about me.”  
      (Psalm 139:1) 

• Bible Buddy:  Pogo 

 

Tuesday 

• Bible Point:  God hears you! 

• Bible Story: David escapes Saul and writes psalms to God. (1 Samuel 23:1 -14, Psalm 86) 

• Bible Verse: “I love the Lord because he hears my voice and my prayer for mercy”   
      (Psalm 116:1) 

• Bible Buddy:  Ruby 

 

Wednesday 

• Bible Point:  God comforts you! 

• Bible Story: God reassures King Hezekiah. (2 Kings 18:5 – 19:34) 

• Bible Verse: “He comforts us in all our troubles so that we can comfort others.” 

• (2 Corinthians 1:4) 

• Bible Buddy:  Wilder    
 

Thursday 

• Bible Point:  God forgives you! 

• Bible Story: Jesus reinstates Peter John 18:1 – 21:19) 

• Bible Verse: “But you are a God of forgiveness, gracious and merciful, slow to become                                                      
angry, and rich in unfailing love.”  (Nehemiah 9:17) 

• Bible Buddy:  Grace 

 

Friday 

• Bible Point:  God chooses you! 

• Bible Story: God chooses Esther to save her people. (Esther 2-8) 

• Bible Verse: “I have called you by name; you are mine.”  (Isaiah 43:1) 

• Bible Buddy: Raymond 

 

Stayed tuned for next month’s newsletter with our VBS wrap up and all the exciting things that went on 
during our epic quest of faith-filled adventure!  



Zion Lutheran Church                  
349 Lindy Lane NW                     

North Canton, OH 44720                         

An ELCA Congregation              
 

Return Service Requested    

Worship Services     

Sunday Morning:   9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 

Wednesday Evening:  7:00 p.m. Outside Casual Service   

 

Church Office Hours       

Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
 

Pastor:  The Rev. William Weidenbach, Jr.                     850-766-5853 

Pastor’s E-Mail:  Pastor@zion-nc.com 

Church Council President:  Jim Fidler                             330-494-7839 

Church Office Secretary:  Vicki Givler           330-499-3909 

Church Office Secretary E-Mail:                           Office@zion-nc.com 

Organist:  Jack Brannen 

Christian Ed. Director: Debbie Fox                        330-966-2433 

Chancel Flowers: Vicki Givler                         330-499-3909 

Church Office Fax Number                         330-499-0801 

Prayer Chain: Kay Davis                              330-494-6267 

Prayer Chain: Email                                              Prayer@zion-nc.com 

Website:  www.zion-nc.com  Like us on Facebook @zionnorthcanton 

Statement of Purpose:  
 

Zion matters to the community by showing the 
love of Jesus Christ 


