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Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church ELCA 

349 Lindy Lane Ave.  NW, North Canton, Ohio 44720 

Zion matters to the community by showing the love of Jesus Christ 

November 28, 2021 

1st Sunday of Advent 
9 am Worship Service 

Welcome   

Prelude:    “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”    Carol Tornquist 

Please stand as you are able. 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH 

Light one candle on the Advent Wreath. 

Sing Verse 1 
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Forgiveness and Confession  

P   Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who alone does 
wonders, who lifts up the lowly, who fills the hungry with 
good things.  Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender  
mercy of our God.  

Silence for Reflection 

P    God for whom we wait,  

C    in the presence of one another, we confess our sin    
before you.  We fail in believing that your good news is for 
us.  We falter in our call to tend your creation.  We find 
our sense of self in material wealth.  We fear those          
different from ourselves.  We forget that we are your   
children and turn away from your love.  Forgive us, 
Blessed One, and assure us again of your saving grace.  
Amen. 

P    In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to 
die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.  As a 
called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 
his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 

of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

C   Thanks be to God. 

Gathering Hymn  “Hark, The Glad Sound”         See Page 15 

Prayer of the Day 

P   Let us pray, 

C Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your 
merciful protection alert us to the threatening dangers of 
our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice, for you live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.   Amen. 

    Please be seated 
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First Reading        

A  A reading from Isaiah. 
1 But there will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In 
the former time he brought into contempt the land of Zebulun 
and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make 
glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan,    
Galilee of the nations.  2 The people who walked in darkness 
have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep 
darkness —  on them light has shined.  3You have multiplied 
the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you 

 as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing 
plunder.  4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across 
their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as 
on the day of Midian.  

5For all the boots of the tramping    
warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned 
as fuel for the fire.  6For a child has been born for us, a son 
given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is 
named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting      
Father, Prince of Peace.  

7His authority shall grow             
continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of 
David and his kingdom.  He will establish and uphold it with 
justice and with righteousness from this time onward and    
forevermore.  The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.  

A Word of God, Word of Life 

C  Thanks be to God 

Psalm 46 

A
   
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in    

trouble. 

C Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should 
change, though the mountains shake in the heart of the 
sea; 

A
   though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains 

tremble with its tumult. 

C
  There is a river whose streams make glad the city of 

God, the holy habitation of the Most High. 
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Second Reading               

A  A reading from Malachi 
1See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before 
me, and the LORD whom you seek will suddenly come to his 
temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight 
— indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2But who 
can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he 
appears?  For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap; 
3he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify 
the   descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, 
until they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness. 
4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to 
the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years.  5Then 
I will draw near to you for judgment; I will be swift to bear 
witness against the sorcerers, against the adulterers, against 
those who swear falsely, against those who oppress the hired 
workers in their wages, the widow and the orphan, against 
those who thrust aside the alien, and do not fear me, says the 
LORD of hosts.   

A Word of God, Word of Life 

CCCC  Thanks be to God 

A
  God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved; God 

will help it when the morning dawns. 

C The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter; 
 he utters his voice, the earth melts. 

A The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our   
refuge. 

C Come, behold the works of the LORD; see what deso-
lations he has brought on the earth. 

A He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; he breaks the 
bow, and shatters the spear; he burns the shields with fire. 

C "Be still, and know that I am God! I am exalted among 
the nations, I am exalted in the earth." 

A The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our  
refuge.  
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Please stand as you are able. 

Gospel:  Luke 1:5-38       

P The holy gospel according to St. Luke. 

C C C C Glory to you, O Lord. 

5In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named 
Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly order of Abijah. His 
wife was a descendant of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 
6Both of them were righteous before God, living blamelessly 
according to all the commandments and regulations of the 
Lord. 7But they had no children, because Elizabeth was bar-
ren, and both were getting on in years.  8Once when he was 
serving as priest before God and his section was on duty, 9he 
was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, 
to enter the sanctuary of the Lord and offer incense. 10Now at 
the time of the incense offering, the whole assembly of the 
people was praying outside. 11Then there appeared to him an 
angel of the Lord, standing at the right side of the altar of   
incense. 12When Zechariah saw him, he was terrified; and fear 
overwhelmed him. 13But the angel said to him, "Do not be 
afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife 
Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will name him John. 
14You will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his 
birth, 15for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He must 
never drink wine or strong drink; even before his birth he will 
be filled with the Holy Spirit. 16He will turn many of the    
people of Israel to the Lord their God. 17With the spirit and 
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power of Elijah he will go before him, to turn the hearts of 
parents to their children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of 
the righteous, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord." 
18Zechariah said to the angel, "How will I know that this is so? 
For I am an old man, and my wife is getting on in years." 
19The angel  replied, "I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of 
God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to bring you 
this good news. 20But now, because you did not believe my 
words, which will be fulfilled in their time, you will become 
mute, unable to speak, until the day these things occur." 
21Meanwhile the people were waiting for Zechariah, and  
wondered at his delay in the sanctuary. 22When he did come 
out, he could not speak to them, and they realized that he had 
seen a vision in the sanctuary. He kept motioning to them and 
remained unable to speak. 23When his time of service was 
ended, he went to his home.  24After those days his wife    
Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she remained in           
seclusion. She said, 25This is what the Lord has done for me 
when he looked favorably on me and took away the disgrace I 
have endured among my people. 
26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a 
town in Galilee called    Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a 
man whose name was Joseph, of the house of      David. The 
virgin's name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, 
"Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you." 29But she was 
much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of  
greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, "Do not be 
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And now, 
you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will 
name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son 
of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the 
throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of 
Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." 
34Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a      
virgin?" 35The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come 
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow 
you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be 
called Son of God. 36And now, your relative Elizabeth in her 
old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month 
for her who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be      
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impossible with God." 38Then Mary said, "Here am I, the   
servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word." 
Then the angel departed from her. 

P  The Gospel of the Lord 

C  Praise to you, O Christ 

The congregation is seated. 

Children’s Time with Pastor 

Sermon                                      

Please stand as you are able. 

Hymn of the Day “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn” 
See page 16 

Prayers of Intercession 

A  Show us your mercy, O God, 

C  and grant us your salvation. 

A  Give us the joy of your saving help again, 

C  and sustain us with your bountiful Spirit. 

A  Give peace in all the world; 

C  for only in you can we live in safety. 

A  Keep the nations under your care, 

C  and guide us in the way of justice and truth. 

A  Give our government leaders an understanding mind to serve 
with compassion, 

C   guide and encourage our president to be the best we ever 
had. 

A   Let your way be known upon earth; 

C   your saving health among all nations. 

A   Let not the needy be forgotten, 

C   nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
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A   Thank you for the life of our birthday siblings, 

C   Suzanne Walters and Ruth Elsass. 

A  Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

C   and sustain me with your Holy Spirit. 

A   Lord, hear our prayers, 

C   and let our cries come before you.  

Offering Of Our Tithes, Gifts, and Sacrifices 

The Offering is gathered for the mission of Christ’s church, including the 
care of those in need. Please put your “Prayer Cards” in the offering 
plate. 

P   Holy Lord, 

C we gladly return, for your work, a portion of your 
abundant provision to us. All that I have is yours alone, 
entrusted Lord, to my care. Amen. 

Great Thanksgiving 

P  The Lord be with you. 

C  C  C  C  And also with you. 

P  Lift up your hearts 

C  C  C  C  We lift them to the Lord. 

P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C  C  C  C  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

P  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at 
all  times  and  in all  places  give  thanks  and  praise to you,  
almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on  this day overcame  death and the grave, and  by his 
glorious   resurrection opened to  us the way of everlasting 
life.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn: 
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P   In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus 
took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his      
disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  Again, after      
supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 

Lord’s Prayer               

  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 

   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses, 

   as we forgive those 

   who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, 

   and the power, and the glory, 
   forever and ever. Amen. 
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Invitation to Communion 

P Come to Christ’s banquet.  Feast on God’s gift of grace. 

C C C C Thanks be to God! 

The Distribution 

As the ministers give the bread and cup to each communicant, 
they say these words: “The body of Christ, given for you. The 
blood of Christ shed for you.”  The communicant may        
respond  “Amen”. 

Please be seated 

Communion Hymn 

“O Come, O Come Emmanuel”                 See Page 17 

Please stand as you are able 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 
and keep you in his grace. 

C C C C Amen 

A Most High God, you have come among us at this table. By 
the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word, sharing 
gifts of mercy and grace with all, through Christ Jesus, our host 
and our guest. 

C C C C Amen. 

Announcements 

Our Prayer for Mission 

P   Let us pray, 

C  Lord, our hope and strength comes from you. Open 
our eyes and our hearts to become the people you want us 
to be; people who care for the widows and orphans, feed 
the hungry, clothe the naked, free the oppressed, and visit 
the sick and the  imprisoned. Give our congregation a   
vision to make a difference in our community. Enliven us 
for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.   Amen.  



12 

 

 

Final Blessing 

P  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

C  Amen 

Sending Hymn:       “People, Look East”            See Page 18 

Dismissal 

A  Go in peace, praise, and serve our God.  

C     We will, with God’s help. 

Sending Music        “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”                        

Rowland H. Prichard 

Worship Leaders 

Assisting minister:   Jim Fidler 
Trustees:    John Long & Brian Milek 

Media/Sound Technician:   Linda Weidenbach & Chris Thompson 

Chancel Guild:   Corlene Coulter & Linda Smith 

Prayer Chain:   Kay Davis—Prayer@zion-nc.com,  Phone 330.494.6267 

Organist:   Steve Moore 

Zion’s Staff 
Zion’s Missionaries: all of its members 

Pastor:  The Rev. William Weidenbach, Jr.  Phone:  330-499-3913,  
              Cell 850-766-5853   Email:  Pastor@zion-nc.com 

Office Secretary: Vicki Givler  phone: 330.499.3909 

            Email:    Office@zion-nc.com     Fax: 330.499.0801 

            Office hours: 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Monday through Friday 

Custodian: Dick Seeton  
Zion’s Website: www.zion-nc.com Like us on Facebook@zionnorthcanton 
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The Weekly News of Zion Lutheran Church 

November 28, 2021 

PRAYER REQUESTS:  For  whom would you like us to 
pray? For what need can we ask God’s help? For what blessing 
can we thank God? Please communicate your prayer requests to 
Kay Davis at Prayer@zion-nc.com. 

Please remember our siblings in Christ in your daily      
prayers:  Gary, Reece, Josie, Larry, and those affected by 
Covid-19 throughout the world. 

TODAY’S FLOWERS:  Given to the Glory of God by 
Randy Cizek in memory of my wife Terri, to honor our 38th 
wedding anniversary. 11/21/21—Given to the Glory of God by 
Janet Slease in honor of her granddaughter, Claire’s first      
birthday. 

FOOD PANTRY- Jesus said; “When you saw me hungry, Jesus said; “When you saw me hungry, Jesus said; “When you saw me hungry, Jesus said; “When you saw me hungry, 
you fed  me.”you fed  me.”you fed  me.”you fed  me.”  November’s items of the month are creamed soup 

(mushroom, chicken, etc.), hearty / chunky soups, and jelly. We 
always need our staple items – peanut butter, creamed soups, 
jelly (except grape), pasta, spaghetti sauce, canned fruit, and 
boxed cereal or instant     oatmeal because these items are given 
out regularly.  Thanks for your support! 

ZION’S SHARED GOODS PLACE (fka CLOTHING 
CLOSET) is in need of household items such as; bath towels, 
hand towels, tea towels, dishes, pots, pans, etc. We need boy’s 
clothing, sizes 5 to 18.  We are collecting new socks, men’s & 
women’s all sizes.  

CHILDREN & ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL every Sunday 
from 10:15—11:15 am. 

CASUAL SERVICE every Wednesday at 7 pm. 

Wednesday Evening Service Change--Due to the Christmas 

season, there will NOT be a Wednesday evening service on 

Dec. 22.  Wednesday evening services will resume on Dec. 

29. 

ADVENT DINNER:  Please sign-up to provide a soup or a   
dessert for our Advent Evening dinners.  Sign-up sheets are in 
Luther Hall. 
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ADVENT EVENING services on Nov. 28, Dec. 5, 12, 19 at 
6:15pm.  A light dinner at 5:30pm preceding the service. 

NORTHEASTERN OHIO SYNOD CONFERENCE—We 
are looking for two people who would be interested in being 
Synod delegates for next year’s conference.  Please contact   
Connie Riffle if you are interested. 

ST. LUKE LUTHERAN COMMUNITY—We are looking for 
one person who would be interested in attending this conference 
in November 2022.  Please contact Connie Riffle if you are    
interested. 

SEWING will meet on Monday, November  29th at 10 am. 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY will meet on Wednesday,        
December 1st at 10 am. 

CHOIR PRACTICE on Wednesday, December  1st at 7:45 
pm. 

CUTTING SQUARES on Thursday, December  2nd at 10 
am. 

EQUAL EXCHANGE—Coffee, Tea, Hot Cocoa and Candy 
items are available for  purchase in Luther Hall after services on 
Wednesdays and Sundays. Please stop and check out the great 
tasting items, and help the growers get a fair price for their hard 
work! 

BIBLE DISCUSSION WEDNESDAY EVENINGS OR 
THURSDAY MORNINGS: Let us know you are interested and 
we’ll add you to our email list for a Zoom invitation.   Bible   
discussion is held every Wednesday at 5 pm or every Thursday 
at 9 am .  Not a good time for you? Let us know what works  
better and we’ll try to put something together. 

TEENS ONLY BIBLE DISCUSSION  
Let us know you are interested and we’ll add you to our email 
list for a Zoom invitation. Bible discussion is held every Monday 
at 5 pm. 

ELECTRONIC GIVING using a PC https://
abundant.com/zionlutheranchurch/give  For mo-
bile giving from a smartphone https://
abundant.com/zionlutheranchurch/
mobilegiving.  Or you can use the QR code 
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Gathering Hymn 
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Hymn of the Day 
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Communion Hymn 
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Sending Hymn 
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The Advent Wreath 

One of the best-known customs for the season is the Advent 
wreath. The wreath and winter candle-lighting in the midst of 
growing darkness strengthen some of the Advent images 
found in the Bible. The unbroken circle of greens is clearly an 
image of everlasting life, a victory wreath, the crown of 
Christ, or the wheel of time itself. Christians use the wreath as 
a sign that Christ reaches into our time to lead us to the light 
of everlasting life. The four candles mark the progress of the 
four weeks of Advent and the growth of light. Sometimes the 
wreath is embellished with natural dried flowers or fruit, never 
artificial greens. The evergreen branches lead the household 
and the congregation to the evergreen Christmas tree. In many 
homes, the family gathers for prayers around the wreath. 


