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Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church ELCA 

349 Lindy Lane Ave.  NW, North Canton, Ohio 44720 

Zion matters to the community by showing the love of Jesus Christ 

December 5, 2021 

2nd Sunday in Advent 
9 am Worship Service 

Welcome   

Prelude:                Variaitions on “Hyfryol”   Roland Prichard 

Please stand as you are able. 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH 

Light two candles on the Advent Wreath. 

Sing Verse 2 
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Forgiveness and Confession  

P   Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who alone does 
wonders, who lifts up the lowly, who fills the hungry with 
good things.  Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender  
mercy of our God.  

Silence for Reflection 

P    God for whom we wait,  

C    in the presence of one another, we confess our sin    
before you.  We fail in believing that your good news is for 
us.  We falter in our call to tend your creation.  We find 
our sense of self in material wealth.  We fear those          
different from ourselves.  We forget that we are your   
children and turn away from your love.  Forgive us, 
Blessed One, and assure us again of your saving grace.  
Amen. 

P    In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to 
die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.  As a 
called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 
his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 

of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

C    Thanks be to God. 

Gathering Hymn  “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”         

See Page 15 

Prayer of the Day 

P   Let us pray, 

C Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of 
your only Son. By his coming give to all the people of the 
world knowledge of your salvation; through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

    Please be seated 
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First Reading        

A  A reading from Genesis. 
1After these things God tested Abraham. He said to him, 
"Abraham!" And he said, "Here I am." 2He said, "Take your 
son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land 
of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of 
the mountains that I shall show you." 3So Abraham rose early 
in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his 
young men with him, and his son Isaac; he cut the wood for 
the burnt offering, and set out and went to the place in the dis-
tance that God had shown him. 4On the third day Abraham 
looked up and saw the place far away. 5Then Abraham said to 
his young men, "Stay here with the donkey; the boy and I will 
go over there; we will worship, and then we will come back to 
you." 6Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid 
it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the 
knife. So the two of them walked on together. 7Isaac said to 
his father Abraham, "Father!" And he said, "Here I am, my 
son." He said, "The fire and the wood are here, but where is 
the lamb for a burnt offering?" 8Abraham said, "God himself 
will provide the lamb for a burnt offering, my son." So the 
two of them walked on together. 
9When they came to the place that God had shown him, Abra-
ham built an altar there and laid the wood in order. He bound 
his son Isaac, and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 
10Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to 
kill his son. 11But the angel of the LORD called to him from 
heaven, and said, "Abraham, Abraham!" And he said, "Here I 
am." 12He said, "Do not lay your hand on the boy or do any-
thing to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you 
have not withheld your son, your only son, from me." 13And 
Abraham looked up and saw a ram, caught in a thicket by its 
horns. Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a 
burnt offering instead of his son. 14So Abraham called that 
place "The LORD will provide"; as it is said to this day, "On 
the mount of the LORD it shall be provided." 

15The angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time 
from heaven, 16and said, "By myself I have sworn, says the 
LORD: Because you have done this, and have not withheld 
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your son, your only son, 17I will indeed bless you, and I will 
make your offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven and 
as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall 
possess the gate of their enemies, 18and by your offspring 
shall all the nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves, 
because you have obeyed my voice."   

A Word of God, Word of Life 

C  Thanks be to God 

Psalm 65 

A
   
Praise is due to you, O God, in Zion; and to you shall vows 

be performed, 

C
  
O you who answer prayer! To you all flesh shall come. 

A
  
When deeds of iniquity overwhelm us, you forgive our 

transgressions. 

C
  
Happy are those whom you choose and bring near to 

live in your courts.  We shall be satisfied with the goodness 
of your house, your holy temple. 

A
  
By awesome deeds you answer us with deliverance, O God 

of our salvation; you are the hope of all the ends of the 
earth and of the farthest seas. 

C
  
By your strength you established the mountains; you 

are girded with might. 

A
  
You silence the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their 

waves, the tumult of the peoples. 

C Those who live at earth's farthest bounds are awed by 
your signs; you make the gateways of the morning and the 
evening shout for joy. 

A You visit the earth and water it, you greatly enrich it; the 
river of God is full of water; you provide the people with 
grain, for so you have prepared it. 

C
  
You water its furrows abundantly, settling its 

ridges, softening it with showers, and blessing its growth. 

A
  
You crown the year with your bounty; your wagon tracks 

overflow with richness. 

C
  
The pastures of the wilderness overflow, the hills gird 

themselves with joy, 
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Second Reading               

A  A reading from Romans 

1We who are strong ought to put up with the failings of the 
weak, and not to please ourselves. 2Each of us must please our 
neighbor for the good purpose of building up the neighbor. 
3For Christ did not please himself; but, as it is written, "The 
insults of those who insult you have fallen on me." 4For what-
ever was written in former days was written for our instruc-
tion, so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the 
scriptures we might have hope. 5May the God of steadfastness 
and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one an-
other, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6so that together you 
may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  7Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ 
has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 8For I tell you that 
Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of 
the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises 
given to the patriarchs, 9and in order that the Gentiles might 
glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, "Therefore I will 
confess you among the Gentiles, and sing praises to your 
name";10and again he says, "Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his peo-
ple";11and again, "Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all 
the peoples praise him"; 12and again Isaiah says, "The root of 
Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; in him 
the Gentiles shall hope." 13May the God of hope fill you with 
all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit.   

A Word of God, Word of Life 

C  Thanks be to God 

Please stand as you are able. 

A
  
the meadows clothe themselves with flocks, the valleys 

deck themselves with grain, they shout and sing together for 
joy.  
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Gospel:  Luke 1:39-56       

P The holy gospel according to St. Luke. 

C C C C Glory to you, O Lord. 

39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean 
town in the hill country, 40where she entered the house of 
Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth heard 
Mary's greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth 
was filled with the Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with a loud 
cry, "Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit 
of your womb. 43And why has this happened to me, that the 
mother of my Lord comes to me? 44For as soon as I heard the 
sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 
45And blessed is she who believed that there would be a ful-
fillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord." 

46And Mary said, "My soul magnifies the Lord, 47and my spir-
it rejoices in God my Savior, 48for he has looked with favor on 
the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all genera-
tions will call me blessed; 49for the Mighty One has done 
great things for me, and holy is his name.50His mercy is for 
those who fear him from generation to generation. 51He has 
shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the 
thoughts of their hearts. 52He has brought down the powerful 
from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; 53he has filled the 
hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. 54He 
has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mer-
cy, 55according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to 
Abraham and to his descendants forever."56And Mary re-
mained with her about three months and then returned to her 
home.  

P  The Gospel of the Lord 

C  Praise to you, O Christ 
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The congregation is seated. 

Children’s Time with Pastor 

Sermon                                      

Please stand as you are able. 

Hymn of the Day     “Hark! The Hearld Angels Sing” 
See page 16 

Prayers of Intercession 

A  Show us your mercy, O God, 

C  and grant us your salvation. 

A  Give us the joy of your saving help again, 

C  and sustain us with your bountiful Spirit. 

A  Give peace in all the world; 

C  for only in you can we live in safety. 

A  Keep the nations under your care, 

C  and guide us in the way of justice and truth. 

A  Give our government leaders an understanding mind to serve 
with compassion, 

C   guide and encourage our president to be the best we ever 
had. 

A   Let your way be known upon earth; 

C   your saving health among all nations. 

A   Let not the needy be forgotten, 

C   nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 

A   Thank you for the life of our birthday siblings, 

C   Larry Genera, Anna Erbland, Arnold Givler, Ben Keith, 
Connie Frank, and Doug Roman. 

A   Thank you for those celebrating their wedding anniversary, 

C   Dale & Faye Shankle. 

A  Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

C   and sustain me with your Holy Spirit. 
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Offering Of Our Tithes, Gifts, and Sacrifices 

The Offering is gathered for the mission of Christ’s church, including the 
care of those in need. Please put your “Prayer Cards” in the offering 
plate. 

P   Holy Lord, 

C we gladly return, for your work, a portion of your 
abundant provision to us. All that I have is yours alone, 
entrusted Lord, to my care. Amen. 

Great Thanksgiving 

P  The Lord be with you. 

C  C  C  C  And also with you. 

P  Lift up your hearts 

C  C  C  C  We lift them to the Lord. 

P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C  C  C  C  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

A   Lord, hear our prayers, 

C   and let our cries come before you.  

P  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at 
all  times  and  in all  places  give  thanks  and  praise to you,  
almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on  this day overcame  death and the grave, and  by his 
glorious   resurrection opened to  us the way of everlasting 
life.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn: 
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Lord’s Prayer               

  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 

   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses, 

   as we forgive those 

   who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, 

   and the power, and the glory, 
   forever and ever. Amen. 

P   In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus 
took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his      
disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  Again, after      
supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 
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Invitation to Communion 

P Come to Christ’s banquet.  Feast on God’s gift of grace. 

C C C C Thanks be to God! 

The Distribution 

As the ministers give the bread and cup to each communicant, 
they say these words: “The body of Christ, given for you. The 
blood of Christ shed for you.”  The communicant may        
respond  “Amen”. 

Please be seated 

Communion Hymn 

“Prepare the Royal Highway”                         See Page 17 

Please stand as you are able 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 
and keep you in his grace. 

C C C C Amen 

A Most High God, you have come among us at this table. By 
the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word, sharing 
gifts of mercy and grace with all, through Christ Jesus, our host 
and our guest. 

C C C C Amen. 

Announcements 

Our Prayer for Mission 

P   Let us pray, 

C  Lord, our hope and strength comes from you. Open 
our eyes and our hearts to become the people you want us 
to be; people who care for the widows and orphans, feed 
the hungry, clothe the naked, free the oppressed, and visit 
the sick and the  imprisoned. Give our congregation a vi-
sion to make a difference in our community. Enliven us 
for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.   Amen.  
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Final Blessing 

P  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

C  Amen 

Sending Hymn:         “Joy to the World”             See Page 18 

Dismissal 

A  Go in peace, praise, and serve our God.  

C     We will, with God’s help. 

Sending Music   “Wake, Awake, For Night is Flying”     
     Philipp Nicolai 

Worship Leaders 

Assisting minister:   Beth Heller 
Trustees:    Randy Elsass & Rob Frock 

Media/Sound Technician:   Brian Walters & Paul Bagocius 

Chancel Guild:   Beth Shaheen & Sally Bunyan 

Prayer Chain:   Kay Davis—Prayer@zion-nc.com 

Organist:   Steve Moore 

Zion’s Staff 
Zion’s Missionaries: all of its members 

Pastor:  The Rev. William Weidenbach, Jr.  Phone:  330-499-3913,  
              Cell 850-766-5853   Email:  Pastor@zion-nc.com 

Office Secretary: Vicki Givler  phone: 330.499.3909 

            Email:    Office@zion-nc.com     Fax: 330.499.0801 

            Office hours: 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Monday through Friday 

Custodian: Dick Seeton  
Zion’s Website: www.zion-nc.com Like us on Facebook@zionnorthcanton 

The Weekly News of Zion Lutheran Church 
December 5, 2021 

PRAYER REQUESTS:  For  whom would you like us to 
pray? For what need can we ask God’s help? For what blessing 
can we thank God? Please communicate your prayer requests to 
Kay Davis at Prayer@zion-nc.com. 
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Please remember our siblings in Christ in your daily      pray-
ers:  Marge, Shirley, Randy, Gary, Reece, and those affected 
by Covid-19 throughout the world. 

TODAY’S FLOWERS:  Given to the Glory of God by Linda 
Smith and Vicki and Clarence Givler in loving memory of their 
father, Wilbert Givler’s birthday . 

FOOD PANTRY- Jesus said; “When you saw me hungry, you fed  me.”Jesus said; “When you saw me hungry, you fed  me.”Jesus said; “When you saw me hungry, you fed  me.”Jesus said; “When you saw me hungry, you fed  me.”  
December’s items of the month are creamed soups and hearty / 
chunky soups. We always need our staple items – peanut butter, 
creamed soups, jelly (except grape), pasta, spaghetti sauce, 
canned fruit, and boxed cereal or instant     oatmeal because these 
items are given out regularly.  Thanks for your support! 

ZION’S SHARED GOODS PLACE (fka CLOTHING 
CLOSET) is in need of household items such as; bath towels, 
hand towels, tea towels, dishes, pots, pans, etc. We need boy’s 
clothing, sizes 5 to 18.  We are collecting new socks, men’s & 
women’s all sizes.  

CHILDREN & ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL every Sunday 
from 10:15—11:15 am. 

CASUAL SERVICE every Wednesday at 7 pm. 

WEDNESDAY EVENING SERVICE CHANGE--Due to the 
Christmas season, there will NOT be a Wednesday     evening 
service on Dec. 22.  Wednesday evening services will resume on 
Dec. 29. 

THE OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED ON FRIDAY,              
DECEMBER 10, 2021 

ADVENT DINNER:  Please sign-up to provide a soup or a   
dessert for our Advent Evening dinners.  Sign-up sheets are in 
Luther Hall. 

ADVENT EVENING services on Dec. 5, 12, 19 at 6:15pm.  A 
light dinner at 5:30pm preceding the service. 

NORTHEASTERN OHIO SYNOD CONFERENCE—We are 
looking for two people who would be interested in being Synod 
delegates for next year’s conference.  Please contact   Connie 
Riffle if you are interested. 

ST. LUKE LUTHERAN COMMUNITY—We are looking for 
one person who would be interested in attending this conference 
in November 2022.  Please contact Connie Riffle if you are    in-
terested. 
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SEWING will meet on Monday, December  6th at 10 am. 

FOOD PANTRY setup at 9 am on Tuesday, December  7th. 

FOOD PANTRY & SHARED GOODS open to our  fr iends 
Tuesday, December 7th from 1 pm to 2 pm. 

CALLIN ALL BAKERS! Please sign-up in Luther Hall to do-
nate homemade Christmas cookies for our Food Pantry friends.  
We need over 100 dozen cookies to give each family a nice plat-
ter of Christmas cookies! Cookies need to be dropped off by Sun-
day, December 19th for delivery on Tuesday, December 21st. 

STEERING MEETING on Tuesday, December  7th at 7 pm. 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY has been cancelled for  Decem-

ber.  They will resume in January. 

CHOIR PRACTICE on Wednesday, December  8th at 7:45 
pm. 

COMFORT GIVERS will meet on Thursday, December  9th 
at 10 am. 

EQUAL EXCHANGE—Coffee, Tea, Hot Cocoa and Candy 
items are available for  purchase in Luther Hall after services on 
Wednesdays and Sundays. Please stop and check out the great 
tasting items, and help the growers get a fair price for their hard 
work! 

BIBLE DISCUSSION WEDNESDAY EVENINGS OR 
THURSDAY MORNINGS: Let us know you are interested and 
we’ll add you to our email list for a Zoom invitation.   Bible   dis-
cussion is held every Wednesday at 5 pm or every Thursday at 9 
am .  Not a good time for you? Let us know what works  better 
and we’ll try to put something together. 

TEENS ONLY BIBLE DISCUSSION  

Let us know you are interested and we’ll add you to our email list 
for a Zoom invitation. Bible discussion is held every Monday at 5 
pm. 

ELECTRONIC GIVING using a PC https://
abundant.com/zionlutheranchurch/give  For mo-
bile giving from a smartphone https://
abundant.com/zionlutheranchurch/mobilegiving.  
Or you can use the QR code shown at the right. 
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Gathering Hymn 
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Hymn of the Day 

16 
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Communion Hymn 
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Sending Hymn 
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