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Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church ELCA 
349 Lindy Lane Ave.  NW, North Canton, Ohio 44720 

Zion matters to the community by showing the love of Jesus Christ. 

December 26, 2021 
1st Sunday of Christmas 

9:00 a.m. Worship Service 

Welcome   
Prelude:                      “O, How Joyfully” w/”Joy to the World”            Cindy Berry 

Please stand as you are able. 

Forgiveness & Confession 

P  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ✠ one God, who sends the word with angels, who is 
made flesh among all peoples, and who breathes peace on all the earth.  In Christ, we 
are bold to name our sin and cry out for peace.  

Silence for Reflection 

P Holy God,   

C  we confess our sin before you.  We replace compassion with competition.  We 
seek what is mighty while ignoring the meek.  We are quick to anger but slow to 
forgive.  We have not put on love in harmony with you.  Wrap us in the grace of 
your powerful Word.  Swaddle our hearts with your peace, that all we do, in word 
or deed, may reflect your love born among us.  Amen. 

P  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 
God forgives us all our sins.  As an ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name 

of the Father, and of the ✠ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

Gathering Hymn                   “Joy to the World”                                See Page 12 

Prayer of the Day 

P Let us pray, 

C  Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O God, and open our minds to 
the knowledge of your word, that in all things we may think and act according to 
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    Please be seated 

First Reading                       See Back Page       

A  A reading from First Samuel. 

At the conclusion of the reading . . .  

A Word of God, Word of Life 

C  Thanks be to God 

Psalm 148 

A
   Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise him in the heights! 

C
  
Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his host! 

A
  Praise him, sun and moon; praise him, all you shining stars! 

C
  
Praise him, you highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens! 

A
  Let them praise the name of the LORD, for he commanded and they were created. 

C
  
He established them forever and ever; he fixed their bounds, which cannot be 

passed. 

A
  Praise the LORD from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps, 

C
  
fire and hail, snow and frost, stormy wind fulfilling his command! 

A
  Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars! 

C Wild animals and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds! 

A
  Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth! 

C
  
Young men and women alike, old and young together! 

A
  Let them praise the name of the LORD, for his name alone is exalted; his glory is 

above earth and heaven. 

C
  
He has raised up a horn for his people, praise for all his faithful, for the people 

of Israel who are close to him. Praise the LORD! 

Please stand as you are able. 

your good will and may live continually in the light of your Son, Jesus Christ, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   Amen. 

Second Reading          See Back Page    

A  A reading from Colossians. 

At the conclusion of the reading . . .  

A Word of God, Word of Life 

C  Thanks be to God 
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Gospel:  Luke 2:41-52          

P   The holy gospel according to St. Luke. 

C   C   C   C   Glory to you, O Lord. 

Reading of the Gospel       See Back Page 

P    The Gospel of the Lord 

CCCC    Praise to you, O Christ 
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The congregation is seated. 

Sermon                   Pastor William Watt                    
      

Please stand as you are able. 

Hymn of the Day          “Hark, the Herald Angels Sing”                       See Page 13 

Prayers of Intercession 

A Regarding Creation: your covenant of faithfulness and love extends to all          
creation. Today we pray for the healing of our planet. 

CCCC  Call us to action: to care for the web of creation, to share our resources just-
ly, and to work for the renewal of the Earth you have given us to live our lives 
on. 

A  Regarding Social Justice: you call us to speak up for those who cannot speak for 
themselves, protect the rights of those who are helpless and defend the cause of the 
wretched and the poor. 

CCCC  Call us to action: to notice who and what you have put before us, to be      
present to how we can help, to re-form what is broken – including ourselves – 
into beautiful mosaics to honor you. 

A  Regarding Birthdays: we thank you for the lives of these siblings:  Hannah      
Venable, Gary Horton, Lester Brown, Robert Henderson, and Shirley Cary. 

CCCC  Call us to action: help us to show appreciation for the light they shine as 
they follow your way. 

A  Regarding our pastor: he has the work of keeping our church faithful and fruitful, 
and of nurturing the faith of our members. 

CCCC  Call us to action: bless our pastor with disciples who grow in the grace and 
knowledge of Jesus Christ. 

A  Regarding the many mighty servants at Zion who give unselfishly of their time 
and talents. 

CCCC  Call us to action: help us to support, encourage and thank them, for they do 
your work with their hands. 

A  Regarding ourselves: creator of eternity, help us to be strong in you and to       
realize that sometimes a willingness to see another’s point of view can build bridges. 
Help us to appreciate the vitality of community. 

CCCC  Call us to action: guide us in our lives and our relationships with one        
another. 

A  Holy God, we thank you for inviting us to share the hospitality of your table and 
the bounty of the earth.  

CCCC  Call us to action: our lives are in your hands. Continue to re-form us into 
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Great Thanksgiving 

P  The Lord be with you. 

C  C  C  C  And also with you. 

P  Lift up your hearts 

C  C  C  C  We lift them to the Lord. 

P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C  C  C  C  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

Offering Of Our Tithes, Gifts, and Sacrifices 

The Offering is gathered for the mission of Christ’s church, including the care of those in need. 

P    Holy Lord, 

C    we gladly return, for your work, a portion of your abundant provision to 
us. All that I have is yours alone, entrusted Lord, to my care. Amen. 

vessels who carry out your loving will. Call forth the same generosity in us that 
we find in you. 

CCCC     In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all   
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior 
Jesus Christ.  In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened 
the eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory, that, beholding the God 
made visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see.  And so, with 
all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn:  
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P   In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:   
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the       
forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Lord’s Prayer               

  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 

   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses, 

   as we forgive those 

   who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, 

   and the power, and the glory, 
   forever and ever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

P In Christ’s manger, at Christ’s table,  come, see what God makes known for you. 

C C C C Thanks be to God! 

Please be seated 
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Final Blessing 

P    The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ✠ give you peace. 

C  Amen 

Please be seated for the Sending Music 

Sending Music                   “Hark, the Herald Angels Sing”         Cindy Berry 

Our Prayer for Mission 

P   Let us pray, 

C Lord, our hope and strength comes from you. Open our eyes and our hearts to 
become the people you want us to be; people who care for the widows and orphans, 
feed the hungry, clothe the naked, free the oppressed, and visit the sick and the  
imprisoned. Give our congregation a vision to make a difference in our community. 
Enliven us for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.   Amen.  

Please stand as you are able. 

Announcements 

Communion Meditation 

“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”         Cindy Berry 

Remain Seated 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C C C C Amen 

A We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, God with us, in these gifts of bread and 
wine.  As we have shared this feast of love, strengthen us to share your love with all the 
world.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  

C C C C Amen. 

Dismissal 

A  Go in peace, praise, and serve our God.  

C        We will, with God’s help. 

The Distribution 

As the ministers give the bread and cup to each communicant, they say these words: 
“The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ shed for you.”  The commu-
nicant may respond “Amen”. 
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The Weekly News of Zion Lutheran Church 
December 26, 2021 

PRAYER REQUESTS:  For  whom would you like us to pray? For  what need 
can we ask God’s help? For what blessing can we thank God? Please communicate 
your prayer requests to Kay Davis at Prayer@zion-nc.com. 

Please remember our siblings in Christ in your daily prayers:  Curtis, Sondra, 
Laurie, Brent, Marge, Shirley, those affected by the tornadoes in the South & 
mid-West, and those affected by Covid-19 throughout the world. 

TODAY’S FLOWERS:  Given to the Glory of God by Rob and Lisa Frock in 
loving memory of Lisa’s mother, Eileen Bose. 

FOOD PANTRY- Jesus said; “When you saw me hungry, you fed  me.”Jesus said; “When you saw me hungry, you fed  me.”Jesus said; “When you saw me hungry, you fed  me.”Jesus said; “When you saw me hungry, you fed  me.”  December’s 

items of the month are creamed soups and hearty / chunky soups. We always need 
our staple items – peanut butter, creamed soups, jelly (except grape), pasta, spaghet-
ti sauce, canned fruit, and boxed cereal or instant oatmeal because these items are 
given out regularly.  Thanks for your support! 

ZION’S SHARED GOODS PLACE is in need of household items such as; bath 
towels, hand towels, tea towels, dishes, pots, pans, etc. We are collecting new socks, 
men’s & women’s all sizes.  

CHILDREN & ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL every Sunday from 10:15—11:15 
am. 

CASUAL SERVICE every Wednesday at 7 pm. 

THE OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED ON FRIDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2021 AND 
MONDAY, JANUARY 3, 2022 

EQUAL EXCHANGE—Coffee, Tea, Hot Cocoa and Candy items are available for  
purchase in Luther Hall after services on Wednesdays and Sundays. Please stop and 
check out the great tasting items, and help the growers get a fair price for their hard 
work! 

BIBLE DISCUSSION—THERE WILL BE NO BIBLE DISCUSSION ON          
DECEMBER 27TH, DECEMBER 29TH, DECEMBER 30TH, JANUARY 
3RD, JANUARY 5TH, OR JANUARY 6TH. 

BIBLE DISCUSSION WEDNESDAY EVENINGS OR THURSDAY MORNINGS: 

Let us know you are interested and we’ll add you to our email list for a Zoom invita-
tion.  Bible   discussion is held every Wednesday at 5 pm or every Thursday at 9 
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Worship Leaders 

Assisting minister:   George Miller 

Trustees:    Darlene Milavickas & Steve Dague 

Media/Sound Technician:   Brian Walters & Linda Weidenbach 

Chancel Guild:   Darlene Milavickas 

Prayer Chain:   Kay Davis—Prayer@zion-nc.com,  Phone 330.494.6267 

Pianist:  Suzanne Walters 

Guest:  Pastor William Watt 

Zion’s Staff 
Zion’s Missionaries: all of its members 

Pastor:  The Rev. William Weidenbach, Jr.  Phone:  330-499-3913,  
              Cell 850-766-5853   Email:  Pastor@zion-nc.com 

Office Secretary: Vicki Givler  phone: 330.499.3909 

            Email:    Office@zion-nc.com     Fax: 330.499.0801 

            Office hours: 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Monday through Friday 

Custodian: Dick Seeton  
Zion’s Website: www.zion-nc.com               Like us on Facebook@zionnorthcanton 

am.  Not a good time for you? Let us know what works  better and we’ll try to put         
something together. 

TEENS ONLY BIBLE DISCUSSION  
Let us know you are interested and we’ll add you to our email list for a Zoom invita-
tion. Bible discussion is held every Monday at 5 pm. 

ELECTRONIC GIVING using a PC https://abundant.com/
zionlutheranchurch/give For mobile giving from a smartphone 
https://abundant.com/zionlutheranchurch/mobilegiving.  Or you 
can use the QR code shown at the right. 
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Gathering Hymn 
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Hymn of the Day  
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