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Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church ELCA 

349 Lindy Lane Ave  NW, North Canton, Ohio 44720 

Zion matters to the community by showing the love of Jesus Christ 

November 28, 2021 

6:15 pm Advent Evening 

Worship Service 

The Gifts of Advent: An Evening Series for Advent 
A gift is given freely and offered in love. In the weeks before 
Christmas, we often race around finding just the right gifts for 
friends and family. The season of Advent is itself a gift—a 
time set apart to prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ. 
We give thanks for God’s gift to us in the baby of Bethlehem. 
This series highlights four aspects of Advent that become 
blessings and gifts in our lives: patience, speech and silence, 
hope, and family. 

The Gift of Patience 

P Waiting is hard.  We eagerly anticipate the desires of our 
hearts and want them to come soon. We wait for the first day 
of school or the first snowfall. We wait to see a loved one or 
to hear a doctor’s news. Just as the farmer waits for crops or 
the fig tree waits for summer, we are reminded to be patient 
until the coming of the Lord. 

Opening Hymn    “O Come, All Ye Faithful”        See Page 7 

                                        (verses 1-3) 

Dialog  (Psalm 37:7; Hebrews. 12:9) 

P “Patience is a virtue,” we hear it said. 

C But the wait is long; we cannot see the end. 

P “Rome wasn’t built in just a day.” 

C We rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for him. 

P “Patience is also a form of action.” 

C So we run with endurance the race set before us. 

P “How poor are they that have not patience!” 
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C We are rich in our hope of the promised Messiah. 
Come, Lord Jesus! 

Gathering Song   “Hark, the Glad Sound”          See Page 8 

Greeting 

P Let us pray, 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

Prayer  (Luke 2:30-32) 

P O God for whom we long, we thank you for the gift of pa-
tience.  Grant peace in our hearts as we wait with hope, that 
we may sing with Simeon: 

C My eyes have seen your salvation, a light to reveal you 
to the nations and the glory of your people Israel. 

P We pray in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, your gift 
to all the world. 

C Amen. 

Psalm 37:1-9 

P
   Do not fret because of the wicked; do not be envious of 

wrongdoers, 

C
  for they will soon fade like the grass, and wither like the 

green herb. 

P
   Trust in the LORD, and do good; so you will live in the 

land, and enjoy security. 

C
  Take delight in the LORD, and he will give you the de-

sires of your heart. 

P
   Commit your way to the LORD; trust in him, and he will 

act. 

C
   He will make your vindication shine like the light, and 

the justice of your cause like the noonday. 

P 

  Be still before the LORD, and wait patiently for him; do 
not fret over those who prosper in their way, over those who 
carry out evil devices. 
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C
    Refrain from anger, and forsake wrath.  Do not fret — 

it leads only to evil. 

P
    For the wicked shall be cut off, but those who wait for the 

LORD shall inherit the land.  

Hymn             “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”      See Page 9 

                                     (verses 1 & 2) 

 Reading:  James 5:7-11 

7Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. 
The farmer waits for the precious crop from the earth, being 
patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. 
8You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the 
coming of the Lord is near. 9Beloved, do not grumble against 
one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is 
standing at the doors! 10As an example of suffering and pa-
tience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of 
the Lord. 11Indeed we call blessed those who showed endur-
ance. You have heard of the endurance of Job, and you have 
seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate 
and merciful.  

A Word of God, Word of Life 

C  Thanks be to God 

Hymn                “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”      See Page 10                                    

Gospel Reading:  Mark 13:24-37 

24But in those days, after that suffering, the sun will be dark-
ened, and the moon will not give its light, 25and the stars will 
be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be 
shaken.  26Then they will see 'the Son of Man coming in 
clouds' with great power and glory. 27Then he will send out the 
angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends 
of the earth to the ends of heaven. 
28From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch be-
comes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer 

REFLECTIONS 

REFLECTIONS 
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Hymn               “Prepare the Royal Highway”     See Page 11 

is near. 29So also, when you see these things taking place, you 
know that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly I tell you, this 
generation will not pass away until all these things have taken 
place. 31Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will 
not pass away. 
32But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels 
in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33Beware, keep 
alert; for you do not know when the time will come. 34It is like 
a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his 
slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the door-
keeper to be on the watch. 35Therefore, keep awake — for you 
do not know when the master of the house will come, in the 
evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or else 
he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37And what 
I say to you I say to all: Keep awake."  

P  Word of God, Word of Life 

C  Thanks be to God 

Prayers 

P  Let us pray, 

P For this time of waiting and watching for the coming of 
our Savior, 

C we give you thanks, O Lord. 

P When the Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words, 

C we cry to you, O Lord. 

P For the hope that shines through the darkest night, 

C we turn to you, O Lord. 

REFLECTIONS 
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Lord’s Prayer               

  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 

   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses, 

   as we forgive those 

   who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, 

   and the power, and the glory, 
   forever and ever. Amen. 

Blessing 

P The peace of God accompany your waiting, the light of 
Christ warm your hearts, and the joy of the Spirit fill you with 
hope. 

C Amen. 

Sending Hymn  “Once in Royal David’s City”    See Page 12                                    

Dismissal 

P Go in peace. Christ is coming soon. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Postlude:      “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”                                            

                      Rowland H. Prichard                           

Adapted from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg For-
tress. All rights reserved.  

P For the gift of friends and family who walk with us 
through life, 

C we praise your name, O Lord. 

P Gather us all under the promise of your Son, who taught us 
to pray:  
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Opening Hymn—Verses 1-3 
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Gathering Hymn 
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Verses 1 & 2 
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Hymn 
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Sending Hymn 


