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Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church ELCA 

349 Lindy Lane Ave  NW, North Canton, Ohio 44720 

Zion matters to the community by showing the love of Jesus Christ 

December 5, 2021 

6:15 pm Advent Evening 

Worship Service 

The Gifts of Advent: An Evening Series for Advent 
A gift is given freely and offered in love. In the weeks before 
Christmas, we often race around finding just the right gifts for 
friends and family. The season of Advent is itself a gift—a 
time set apart to prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ. 
We give thanks for God’s gift to us in the baby of Bethlehem. 
This series highlights four aspects of Advent that become 
blessings and gifts in our lives: patience, speech and silence, 
hope, and family. 

The Gifts of Speech and Silence 

P Encountering the angel of the Lord, Zechariah was struck 
speechless.  His imposed silence became a time to reflect on 
the wonders of God. Like Zechariah, we are called at times to 
be silent and listen, at other times to shout with joy. 

Opening Hymn    “O Come, All Ye Faithful”        See Page 7 

                                        (verses 1-3) 

Dialog  (Ecclesiastes 3:1, 6; Psalm 62:1; Psalm 40:10; 
Psalm 19:14) 

P For everything there is a season: 

C A time to keep silence, and a time to speak. 

P For God alone my soul waits in silence; 

C from God alone comes my salvation. 

P I will not hide God’s saving help within my heart. 

C I will speak of God’s faithfulness and steadfast love. 

P May the words of our mouths and the meditations of our 
hearts 

C be acceptable to God, our rock and our redeemer. 
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Gathering Song   “Awake! Awake, and Greet the Morn”                  
                                   See Page 8 

Greeting 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

Prayer  (Luke 2:68-69, 72) 

P Let us pray, 

P O God for whom we long, we thank you for the gifts of 
speech and silence.  Teach us to listen from our hearts and 
speak of your love, that we may shout with Zechariah: 

C Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who has remem-
bered his holy covenant and raised up a mighty Savior. 

P We pray in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, your gift 
to all the world. 

C Amen. 

Psalm 19 

L
   The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the            

firmament proclaims his handiwork. 

C  Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night      
declares knowledge. 

L  There is no speech, nor are there words; their voice is not 
heard; 

C 

  yet their voice goes out through all the earth, and their 
words to the end of the world.  In the heavens he has set a 
tent for the sun, 

L
  which comes out like a bridegroom from his wedding   

canopy, and like a strong man runs its course with joy. 

C Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit 
to the end of them; and nothing is hid from its heat. 

L The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; the   

Please stand as you are able. 

You may be seated. 
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decrees of the LORD are sure, making wise the simple; 

C 

 the precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the 
heart the commandment of the LORD is 
clear, enlightening the eyes; 

L 

 the fear of the LORD is pure, enduring forever; the ordi-
nances of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. 

C 

 More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine 
gold; sweeter also than honey, and drippings of the honey-
comb. 

L 

  Moreover by them is your servant warned; in keeping 
them there is great reward. 

C 

 But who can detect their errors? Clear me from hidden 
faults. 

L 

 Keep back your servant also from the insolent; do not let 
them have dominion over me. Then I shall be blameless, and 
innocent of great transgression. 

C 

 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my 
heart be acceptable to you, O LORD, my rock and my re-
deemer. 

Hymn             “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”      See Page 9 

                                     (verses 3 & 4) 

Reading:  James 1:17-21 

17Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is 
from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with 
whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 18In ful-
fillment of his own purpose he gave us birth by the word of 
truth, so that we would become a kind of first fruits of his 
creatures. 19You must understand this, my beloved: let every-
one be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger; 20for your 
anger does not produce God's righteousness. 21Therefore rid 
yourselves of all sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, 
and welcome with meekness the implanted word that has the 
power to save your souls.  

A Word of God, Word of Life 

C  Thanks be to God 

REFLECTION 

REFLECTION 
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Hymn                “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”      
            See Page 10                                     

Luke 1:57-66 

57Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore 
a son. 58Her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had 
shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her.59On 
the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they 
were going to name him Zechariah after his father. 60But his 
mother said, "No; he is to be called John." 61They said to her, 
"None of your relatives has this name." 62Then they began 
motioning to his father to find out what name he wanted to 
give him. 63He asked for a writing tablet and wrote, "His name 
is John." And all of them were amazed. 64Immediately his 
mouth was opened and his tongue freed, and he began to 
speak, praising God. 65Fear came over all their neighbors, and 
all these things were talked about throughout the entire hill 
country of Judea. 66All who heard them pondered them and 
said, "What then will this child become?" For, indeed, the 
hand of the Lord was with him.  

P  Word of God, Word of Life 

C  Thanks be to God 

Hymn   “My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness”     See Page 11 

Prayers 

P  Let us pray, 

P For this time of waiting and watching for the coming of 
our Savior, 

C we give you thanks, O Lord. 

P When the Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words, 

C we cry to you, O Lord. 

P For the hope that shines through the darkest night, 

C we turn to you, O Lord. 

REFLECTION 

Please stand as you are able. 
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Lord’s Prayer               

  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 

   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses, 

   as we forgive those 

   who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, 

   and the power, and the glory, 
   forever and ever. Amen. 

Blessing 

P The peace of God accompany your waiting, the light of 
Christ warm your hearts, and the joy of the Spirit fill you with 
hope. 

C Amen. 

Sending Hymn      “Angel’s from the Realms of Glory”     
             See Page 12                                     

Dismissal 

P Go in peace. Christ is coming soon. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Postlude:              “Song of the Watchman”      Edward Grieg                           

Adapted from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg For-
tress. All rights reserved.  

P For the gift of friends and family who walk with us 
through life, 

C we praise your name, O Lord. 

P Gather us all under the promise of your Son, who taught 
us to pray:  
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Opening Hymn—Verses 1-3 
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Gathering Hymn 
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Verses 3 & 4 
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Hymn 
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Hymn 
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Sending Hymn 


