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(A mission station of the ELCA) 

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church 
349 Lindy Lane Ave. NW, North Canton, Ohio 44720 

Zion matters to the community by showing the love of Jesus Christ. 

April 3, 2022 
6:15 pm Lent Evening 

The Rev. William Weidenbach, Jr., Presiding Minister 

Open My Life, Lord: An Evening Series for Lent 

Lent is a forty-day season of penitence and preparation for the Three Days of Holy 
Week and Easter Sunday. Originally a two-day period of baptismal preparation and 
fasting, in the fourth century it expanded to six weeks. By the end of the fifth century 
there was a desire to exclude Sundays from Lent as Sundays are always considered as 
feasts of the Resurrection. The forty days of Lent begin on Ash Wednesday and end on 
the Saturday Easter Vigil. This Lent, we focus on Christ opening our life to what he 
would have it be; “It is the duty of every Christian to be Christ to his   neigh-
bor” (Martin Luther.) 

Open My Life, Lord 

P  Moses presents us with a choice: death and adversity, or a life cracked open to 
the love of God. Writing to the Galatians, Paul tells us that we have died to the law 
so that we might live to God. It is no longer we who live, but Christ who lives in us. 

Opening Hymn                           “Gather Us In”                                     See Page 7 

Dialogue   

P  When our lives are joyous and laughter abounds, 

C  Christ is dwelling there. 

P  When the news is grim and we have nowhere to turn, 

C  Christ is dwelling there. 

P  In the water and word, the bread and wine, 

C  Christ is dwelling there. 

P  In our life and our death, in the new life to come, 

C  Christ is dwelling there. 

Please stand as you are able. 
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Greeting 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

Prayer 

P Let us Pray.  

C Open our lives, Lord, to reflect your glory. Lead us to the cross, to the grave, to the empty 
tomb, and into the world as imitators of Christ. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
   Amen. 

Gathering Hymn                      “Lord, Be Glorified”                                 See Page 8 

You may be seated. 

Reading                             Linda Weidenbach 

L A Reading from Deuteronomy.  
15See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. 16If you obey 
the commandments of the LORD your God that I am commanding you today, by loving 
the LORD your God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, 
and ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and the LORD your God will 
bless you in the land that you are entering to possess. 17But if your heart turns away and 
you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve them, 18I declare 
to you today that you shall perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are cross-
ing the Jordan to enter and possess. 19I call heaven and earth to witness against you to-
day that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that 
you and your descendants may live, 20loving the LORD your God, obeying him, and 
holding fast to him; for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in 
the land that the LORD swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to 
Jacob.   (Deuteronomy 30:15-20) 

L Word of God, Word of Life 

C  Thanks be to God 

REFLECTION 

Hymn                      “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound”                   See Page 9 

Psalm                                                           John Rhodes 

L
   Protect me, O God, for in you I take refuge. 

C
   

I say to the LORD, "You are my LORD; I have no good apart from you." 

L
   As for the holy ones in the land, they are the noble, in whom is all my delight. 
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C

   
Those who choose another god multiply their sorrows; their drink offerings of 

blood I will not pour out or take their names upon my lips. 

L
   The LORD is my chosen portion and my cup; you hold my lot. 

C
   

The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; I have a goodly herit-
age. 

L
   I bless the LORD who gives me counsel; in the night also my heart instructs me. 

C
   

I keep the LORD always before me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not 
be moved. 

L
   Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices; my body also rests secure. 

C
   
For you do not give me up to Sheol, or let your faithful one see the Pit. 

L
   You show me the path of life. In your presence there is fullness of joy; in your right 

hand are pleasures forevermore.  (Psalm 16) 

REFLECTION 

Hymn                                    “Let My Prayer Rise Up”                 See Pages 10 & 11 

Reading                           Darlene Milavickas 

L A Reading from Galatians. 
15We ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners; 16yet we know that a person is 
justified not by the works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ. And we have 
come to believe in Christ Jesus, so that we might be justified by faith in Christ, and not 
by doing the works of the law, because no one will be justified by the works of the law. 
17But if, in our effort to be justified in Christ, we ourselves have been found to be sin-
ners, is Christ then a servant of sin? Certainly not! 18But if I build up again the very 
things that I once tore down, then I demonstrate that I am a transgressor. 19For through 
the law I died to the law, so that I might live to God. I have been crucified with Christ; 
20and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live 
in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 21I 
do not nullify the grace of God; for if justification comes through the law, then Christ 
died for nothing.     (Galatians 2:15-21) 

L Word of God, Word of Life 

C  Thanks be to God 

Please stand as you are able. 

REFLECTION 

Hymn                                 “Take My Life, That I May Be”                    See Page 12 



5 

 

Lord’s Prayer               

  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 

   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses, 

   as we forgive those 
   who trespass against us; 

  and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 

  For thine is the kingdom, 
   and the power, and the glory, 
   forever and ever. Amen. 

Sending Song                           “Listen God is Calling”                       See Page 6 

Blessing 

P Go into the world with eyes open to the transforming light of Christ, hands open 
to serve those you meet, ears open to the call of the Spirit, hearts open to the bounti-
ful love of God, and lives open to follow Christ to the cross.  The God who opened 

for us the way of everlasting life ++++ bless you now and forever. 
C  Amen. 

Prayers 

P Lord of all life, 

P when we cannot see the beauty of your creation, 

C open our eyes, that all living things thrive and grow. 

P When we neglect the poor, the sick, and the grieving, 

C open our hands to do your work in the world. 

P When we ignore the cries of injustice in our midst, 

C open our ears, that all will know your love. 

P When we are hardened against our neighbor, 

C open our hearts and heal our resentment. 

P When we are closed to the grace you long to give us, 

C open our lives and turn us to follow in the way of the cross. 

P Gather us all under the promise of your Son, who taught us to pray:  
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Dismissal 

P Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Postlude                                “There in God’s Garden”                          K. Lee Scott 

Please be seated for the Postlude 

Sending Hymn 
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Opening Hymn 
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Gathering Hymn 
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Hymn 
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Hymn 


