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Welcome 

Prelude                             “Hail the Day That Sees Him Rise”                     Cindy Berry 

(A mission station of the ELCA) 

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church 
349 Lindy Lane  NW, North Canton, Ohio 44720 

. . .  to grow in love and service by grace 

May 15, 2022 
5th Sunday of Easter 

9:00 a.m. Worship Service 
The Rev. William Weidenbach, Jr., Presiding Minister 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

C    Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

P Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are raised with him to new life. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

C We give you thanks, O God, 

P for in the beginning you created us in your image and planted us in a well-watered 
garden.  In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched, 
and you gave us water from the rock. 

C When we did not know the way, 

P you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters.  At the cross, you watered us 
from Jesus’ wounded side, and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life. 

C We praise you for your salvation through water, 

P for the water in this font, and for all water everywhere.  Bathe us in your for-
giveness, grace, and love.  Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only you can give. 

P Alleluia!  Christ is risen. 

C Christ is risen, indeed.  Alleluia! 

P Jesus Christ was raised from the dead: 

C    That we might walk in the newness of life! 

P Because He Lives: 

C    We, too, shall live to the praise of God’s glory! 

P Nothing, not even death, can ever separate us  from the embrace of God’s love: 

C    God has given us His love as a gift, which is ours through Christ our Lord. 

Please stand as you are able. 
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Gathering Hymn      “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”       On Screen / Page 16 

C To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, now and forever.      Amen. 

    Please be seated 

Prayer of the Day 

P  Alleluia!  Christ is risen. 

C Christ is risen, indeed.  Alleluia! 

P Let us pray, 

C O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain nothing. Pour into 
our hearts your most excellent gift of love, that, made alive by your Spirit, we may 
know goodness and peace, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen 

Choir Anthem               “Let the Song Go Forth”             Joseph M. Martin 

First Reading           See Back Page 

A  A reading from Acts 

A Word of God, Word of Life 

C    Thanks be to God 
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Second Reading          See Back Page 

A A reading from Revelation 

A Word of God, Word of Life 

C Thanks be to God 

Please stand as you are able. 

Gospel:  John 13:31-35          

P The holy gospel according to St. John. 

C    Glory to you, O Lord. 

Reading of the Gospel      See Back Page 

P  The Gospel of the Lord 

C  Praise to you, O Christ 



5 

 

Please be seated. 

Children’s Time with Pastor 

Sermon                                      

Please stand as you are able. 

Hymn of the Day                   “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus”             On Screen / Page 17 

High School Graduate Blessing and Quilt Presentation 

P Today we celebrate those who are taking another step in their journey of faith and 
life. Parents of those graduating from high school, and the graduates, please rise and 
remain at your pews. 

P Parents, in Christian love you presented your children for Holy Baptism where you 
made a sacred promise to raise these children in the Christian faith. As    parents of 
these young men and women, it was part of your calling to see that this sacred 
promise was fulfilled: 
 “to faithfully bring them to the services of God’s house, to teach them the 

Lord’s Prayer, the Creed and the Ten Commandments, to place in their hands 
the Holy Scriptures and to provide for their instruction in the Christian faith.” 

 We now ask you to covenant with this congregation for the ongoing support of these 
young men and women’s faith journeys ahead. Do you intend to routinely lift up 
your child in prayer? 

 Parents: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 

P Addressing the assembly. Brothers and Sisters of this assembly, do you promise to 
support and encourage these parents in the keeping of these sacred promises? 

C I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 

P Addressing the graduates: Brothers and Sisters who are graduating, do you    intend 
to continue in the covenant God made with you in Holy Baptism: 

to live among God’s faithful people, 
to hear God’s Word and share in his supper, 
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,  
to serve all people, following the example of our Lord Jesus, 
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 

 Graduates: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 

P Addressing the graduates: On this important day, the day when we mark your step-
ping into the world and bless you with the gift of a quilt made with love by the 
hands of your brothers and sisters in Christ, we ask God’s blessing on you and on 
the whole people of God in Christ Jesus. Let us pray: 

Please be seated 
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 God of creation, we ask your blessing on these young people as they enter a new 
period in their lives of faith. Bless them and grant them your gifts; joy as they live 
among your faithful people; openness in hearing your Word and thankfulness in 
sharing your supper; eagerness in sharing the good news of Christ through their 
words and actions; dedication in serving all people following the example of the 
Lord Jesus and a hunger for justice and peace. Lord in your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer 

PPPP God our Father, you know what it means to be a parent. Bless these parents as they 
send their children into the world. Give them faith to know that they and their chil-
dren are always in your firm, but gentle hands. Lord in your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 

PPPP Into your hands, O Lord, we commend these students and parents; trusting in your 
mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ Our Lord. 

C    Amen. 

Parents and graduates come forward, one family at a time. 
Parents present the quilts, then graduates kneel on the steps to the sanctuary. 

P Dear brother and sister in Christ, there was a day when your parents held you in 
their arms and rocked you to sleep. They cuddled you in a blanket to keep you 
warm, safe and comfortable. Very soon you will launch a new life away from the 
safety and security of this home, family, church, and community. 

 As you go out into the world, may this quilt be a reminder of your parent’s love and 
the nurture of this Christian community. Wherever you go, when the night is cold 
and you feel alone, may it help you remember that you are never alone. 

Parents place a hand on the graduates and read the following: 

 Parents: We come this day before God to bless you and thank our Creator for 
the gift you are to us. You have given our lives a deeper meaning and a deeper 
calling. Through you, we have come to understand the nature of God’s love, of 
joy, of forgiveness. Wherever you go, our love goes with you. Whatever you do, 
you will always be a part of our hearts. We bless you in the name of Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. May this quilt remind you of our love, the warmth of this 
faith community and the power of the Holy Spirit. And on those nights when 
we cannot wrap you in our arms, may you wrap yourselves in this quilt and 
know that in God’s family, you are never alone. 

Graduates rise, turn to face their parents and read the following: 

 Graduates: You have given of your heart and of your home. You have loved 
and cared for me, even when it was difficult. I bless you this day for the sacri-
fice you made to give me life. I thank God this day for the power and selfless-
ness of your love. I honor you for your courage, your patience, your wisdom 
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Prayers of Intercession 

“In His Time” 
By Diane Ball  

In His time, in His time; He makes all things beautiful in His time. 
 Lord, please show me every day as You’re teaching me Your way, 
  That You do just what You say in Your time. 

A Today, and every Sunday, we celebrate the Resurrection of the eternal Jesus.  

A  Jesus, your word teaches us to “not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God,  
believe also in me.” (John 14:1) 

C  Jesus, you showed us how to live fully by trusting in you. 

A  Jesus, your word teaches us; “For what good will it profit them if they gain the 
whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they five in return for their 
life?” (Matthew 16:26) 

C  Jesus you are there to support us when we are tempted to compromise our 
gifts of the Spirit. 

A  Jesus, on the cross you said; “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they 
are doing.” (Luke 23:34a) 

C  Jesus, you taught us to seek to understand others; nurture in us the gift of for-
giveness for others and for ourselves. 

A  Jesus, your word teaches us that “What has come into being with him is life, and 
the life was the light of all people.” (John 1:3b) 

C  Jesus, you overcome our darkness and despair. 

A Jesus, you taught us to love and cherish our spouses, to care for them in all 

ways, and to be faithful partners with you in marriage. 

C Jesus, help us to continuously seek and discover something new and beautiful 
in our spouse. Give us loving hearts to let all our married siblings in Christ know 

and your undying love. Wherever I go, you will always be a part of me and your 
love and example will continue to bless me. Whatever I do, I will always be your 
child and I thank God for blessing my life with you. I bless you in Jesus’ name. 

P Wherever you wander, no matter how dark the night, may the warmth of this quilt, 
the love of your parents, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the fellowship of this 
congregation, the power of God, and the sustenance of the Holy Spirit be with you 
now and forever. Go with God’s blessing. Amen 

Graduates and parents turn to face the congregation. 

P Let us honor this graduate and their parents who this day have renewed their         
covenant of Baptism. 

Please stand as you are able. 
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Offering Of Our Tithes, Gifts, and Sacrifices 

The Offering is gathered for the mission of Christ’s church, including the care of those in need. 
Please put your “Prayer Cards” in the offering plate. 

Great Thanksgiving                         

P    Holy Lord, 

C    we gladly return, for your work, a portion of your abundant provision to us. 
All that I have is yours alone, entrusted Lord, to my care. Amen. 

how much their marriage means to our congregation, especially Jim & Susan 
Whalen who celebrated their wedding anniversary this week. 

A     Jesus you taught us that “God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so 
that whoever believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. (John 3:16) 

C     Holy God, we thank you and celebrate the Resurrection of your Son; for 

sending His loving energy to our difficult world; for anointing Jesus with your 

Spirit; for being the love he was and is; and for loving us as you love him. Walk 

with us as we strive to show the face of Christ to others. Now and forever.  Amen.  

In Your time, in Your time; You make all things beautiful in Your time. 
 Lord, my life to You I bring; may each song I have to sing 

  Be to You a lovely thing in Your time,  
   Be to You a lovely thing in Your time. 

8 
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Lord’s Prayer 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 

   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses, 

   as we forgive those 

   who trespass against us; 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:   
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the       
forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious            
resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to 
take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to 
eternal life.  And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of   the 
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and         
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 

“Draw Me Close” 

By Kelly Carpenter 

Draw me close to You, never let me go. 
I lay it all down again to hear You say that I’m Your friend. 
You are my desire, no one else will do, 
‘Cause nothing else could take Your place; 
to feel the warmth of Your embrace. 
Help me find the way, bring me back to You. 

You’re all I want, You’re all I ever needed. 
You’re all I want, help me know You are near. 

Help me know You are near.  
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Invitation to Communion 

P The risen Christ dwells with us here.  All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, 
come. 

C    Alleluia!  Thanks be to God. 

The Distribution 

As the ministers give the bread and cup to each communicant, they say these words: 
“The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ shed for you.”  The commu-
nicant may respond “Amen”. 

Remain Seated 

Please be seated 

Organ Meditation                      
“Be Still, My Soul”                         Cindy Berry 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C    Amen 

Communion 

The Lord’s Supper (Communion) at this congregation is practiced as an open table 
– all are welcome. Jesus said this is his body and blood given and shed for you; 
come receive the loving grace God provides for you.  Those who do not commune 
may come forward for a blessing, for all are loved by God.  Children who commune 
at their home congregation are encouraged to commune here today, too." 

  and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 

  For thine is the kingdom, 
   and the power, and the glory, 
   forever and ever. Amen. 

A  Let us pray, 

C        We give you thanks, generous God, for in this bread and cup we have tasted 
the new heaven and earth where hunger and thirst are no more.  Send us from this  
table as witnesses to the resurrection, that through our lives, all may know life in 
Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
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Final Blessing 

P  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ✠ give you peace. 

C Amen 

P   Let us pray, 

C Lord, our hope and strength comes from you. Open our eyes and our hearts 
to become the people you want us to be; people who care for the widows and 
orphans, feed the hungry, clothe the naked, free the oppressed, and visit the 
sick and the  imprisoned. Give our congregation a vision to make a difference 
in our community. Enliven us for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.   
Amen.  

Please be seated for the Postlude 

Postlude                                        “The Solid Rock”                                  Melody Bober 

Dismissal 

A  Alleluia!  Christ is risen..   

C   Christ is risen indeed, Alleluia! 

A  Go in peace.  Tell what God has done.  

C  We will.  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! 

Sending Hymn                          “Thine Is the Glory”                  On Screen / Page 18 

Please stand as you are able. 

Announcements 
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PRAYER REQUESTS:  For whom would you like us to pray? For what need can we 
ask God’s help? For what blessing can we thank God? Please communicate your prayer 
requests to Kay Davis at Prayer@zion-nc.com. 

Please remember our siblings in Christ in your daily prayers:  Carol, Riggle 
Family, Reece, Gregg, Mabel, those affected by the war in Ukraine, and those 
affected by Covid-19 throughout the world. 

TODAY’S FLOWERS:  Given to the Glory of God by Jayne Schrader & Renee 
Keith in loving memory of their cousin, Julie Ritenour; and by Gross family in 
memory of Anne O. Gross; and by Edna Smith and family in loving memory of 
Dick (Smitty) Smith. 

FOOD PANTRY- Jesus said; “When you saw me hungry, you fed  me.”Jesus said; “When you saw me hungry, you fed  me.”Jesus said; “When you saw me hungry, you fed  me.”Jesus said; “When you saw me hungry, you fed  me.”  May’s items of 

the month are toothpaste, individual toothbrushes, and bars of soap. We always need 
our staple items – peanut butter, creamed soups, jelly (except grape), pasta, spaghetti 
sauce, canned fruit, and boxed cereal or instant oatmeal because these items are   
given out regularly.  Thanks for your support! 

The Weekly News of Zion Lutheran Church 
May 15, 2022 
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ZION’S SHARED GOODS PLACE is in need of household items such as; bath 
towels, hand towels, tea towels, dishes, pots, pans, etc. We are collecting boy’s 
clothes all sizes and new underwear and socks in all children and adult sizes.   

CHILDREN & ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL every Sunday from 10:15—11:15 
am. 

CASUAL SERVICE every Wednesday at 7 pm.  Starting May 11th we will be 
moving outside. 

SEWING on Monday, May 16th at 10 am. 

ZION’S SHARED GOODS open on Monday, May 16th from 6 pm to 8 pm. 

FOOD PANTRY set up Tuesday, May 17th at 9 am. 

FOOD PANTRY & ZION’S SHARED GOODS PLACE open to our friends on 
Tuesday, May 17th from 1 pm to 2 pm. 

WORSHIP MEETING on Tuesday, May 17th at 7 pm. 

VITALANT BLOOD on Wednesday, May 18th from 3 pm—7 pm. 

CHOIR PRACTICE on Wednesday, May 18th at 7:45 pm. 

MEN OF GOD:  Israel Lutheran Church in Paris, Ohio will be hosting a Men's 
Live Gathering on May 21st.  The program will include a discussion of the book 
"You Don't Have To Live In The Past", written by local author, Jon Wilson, and    
edited by Andre' Bernier.  Breakfast and Registration will be from 8 am - 9 am, with 
the program from 9 am - 11 am.  If you have questions or you plan to attend, 
PLEASE RSVP Ken Reinoehl no later than May 15th at reinoehlk@gmail.com or 
phone 330-866-2452. (We can car-pool) 

EQUAL EXCHANGE—Coffee, Tea, Hot Cocoa and Candy items are available for    
purchase in Luther Hall after services on Wednesdays and Sundays. Please stop and 
check out the great tasting items, and help the growers get a fair price for their hard 
work! 

BIBLE DISCUSSION WEDNESDAY EVENINGS OR THURSDAY MORNINGS: 
Let us know you are interested and we’ll add you to our email list for a Zoom       
invitation.  Bible   discussion is held every Wednesday at 5 pm or every Thursday at 
9 am.  Not a good time for you? Let us know what works  better and we’ll try to put 
something together. 

TEENS ONLY BIBLE DISCUSSION  
Let us know you are interested and we’ll add you to our email list for a Zoom       
invitation. Bible discussion is held every Monday at 5 pm. 
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Worship Leaders 

Assisting minister:  Beth Heller 

Trustees:  Darlene Milavickas & Scott Gross 

Media/Sound Technician:  Louis Varlamos & Linda Weidenbach 

Chancel Guild:  Jane Fairman & Janet Slease 

Prayer Chain: Kay Davis—Prayer@zion-nc.com,  Phone (330) 456-0724 

Pianist:  Suzanne Walters 

Zion’s Staff 
Zion’s Missionaries: all of its members 

Pastor:  The Rev. William Weidenbach, Jr.  Phone:  (330) 499-3913,  
              Cell (850) 766-5853   Email:  Pastor@zion-nc.com 

Office Secretary: Vicki Givler  phone: (330) 499-3909 

            Email:    Office@zion-nc.com     Fax: (330) 499-0801 

            Office hours: 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Monday through Friday 

Custodian: Dick Seeton  
Zion’s Website: www.zion-nc.com               Like us on Facebook @zionnorthcanton 

ELECTRONIC GIVING using a PC https://abundant.com/
zionlutheranchurch/give For mobile giving from a smartphone 
https://abundant.com/zionlutheranchurch/mobilegiving. Or you 
can use the QR code shown at the right. 
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Gathering Hymn 
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Hymn of the Day 



18 

 

Sending Hymn 
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