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Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Zion matters to the community by showing the love of Jesus Christ 

December 18, 2022, Advent Evening 

Make Ready for Holy Disruptions: Evening Series for Advent 
Advent presents us with the challenge of “getting ready”; planning, 
organizing and purchasing things needed for various gatherings. 
Yet preparing for the coming of Christ is not a matter of having eve-
rything under control. Christ’s arrival disrupts – disrupts injustice, 
sin, and brokenness in a society in which it resides. A prayer for 
Christ to come to us is a prayer for a holy disruption of our lives that 
we cannot control and that we might struggle to accept. Advent re-
minds us to return to our sense of longing for and expectation of 
God’s coming into our world. In this worship series we pay attention 
to opening ourselves to the holy disruption of God’s inbreaking 
promise. 

Week Four Overview – Rejoicing  

C. S. Lewis called joy “the serious business of heaven.” The call to 
rejoice isn’t simply an invitation to enjoyment, but a spiritual prac-
tice of shaping our perspective and our witness. By centering our-
selves in thanksgiving for what God has done, and reflecting on the 
promise of hope even during struggle, we make ourselves ready to 
welcome Jesus. Joy may be expressed in laughter, exuberance, 
and resounding music. It can also be a deep and still experience so 
profound that only the dark silence of the cosmos can encompass 
it. In whatever ways it is expressed, joy is the character of our disci-
pleship that draws others to Christ. 

The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, the love of 
Christ that guards our hearts and minds, and the joy and consola-
tion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 And also with you. 
God of all that is good, source of all joy, we praise you for the glad-
ness that comes to us in your promise. We celebrate the holy dis-
ruption that dismantles sin and brings new life and new beginnings. 

Please stand as you are able 
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Song: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (verses 7 & 8)    Page 8 

Psalm 33:1-3,6-9,20-22 (right side/left side by whole 
verse) 
 
Right 
Rejoice in the L , O you righteous. 
    Praise befits the upright. 
Left 
Praise the L  with the lyre; 
    make melody to him with the harp of ten strings. 
Right 
Sing to him a new song; 
    play skillfully on the strings, with loud shouts.  
Left 
By the word of the L  the heavens were made, 
    and all their host by the breath of his mouth. 
Right 
He gathered the waters of the sea as in a bottle; 
    he put the deeps in storehouses.  
Left 
Let all the earth fear the L ; 
    let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him. 
Right 
For he spoke, and it came to be; 
    he commanded, and it stood firm  
  
  
  

Holy God, in whom all creation delights, receive our thanks 
and our joy as an offering. Move within us and use us to reflect 
hope into the world, and to carry good tidings of great joy to 
every place we go. In the name of the Holy One who was, is, 
and is to come. 
 Amen. 

You may be seated 
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Left 
Our soul waits for the L ; 
    he is our help and shield. 
Right 
Our heart is glad in him, 
    because we trust in his holy name. 
Left 
Let your steadfast love, O L , be upon us, 
    even as we hope in you.  
  
 

A reading from Isaiah 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great 
light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness—  on 
them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you 
have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy 
at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder, For 
the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoul-
ders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on 
the day of Midian. For all the boots of the tramping warri-
ors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned 
as fuel for the fire. For a child has been born for us, a son 
given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is 
named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continu-
ally, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of 
David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness from this time on-
wards and for evermore. The zeal of the L  of hosts 
will do this.  
Word of God, Word of Life 
 Thanks be to God 
 

 
    Reflection 
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Song: Prepare the Royal Highway                  Page  9 
  
 
 
A reading from St. Luke 

And Mary said, My soul magnifies the Lord, and my 
spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, for he has looked with 
favour on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now 
on all generations will call me blessed; for the Mighty 
One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 
His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to 
generation. He has shown strength with his arm; he has 
scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. He 
has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and 
lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good 
things, and sent the rich away empty. He has helped his 
servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 
according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to 
Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’ 
Word of God, Word of Life 
 Thanks be to God 
 
 
Reflection 
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Song: Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus          Page  10   

A Reading From First Thessalonians  

Be at peace among yourselves.  And we urge you, broth-
ers and sisters, to admonish the idlers, encourage the 
fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with all of them. 
See that none of you repays evil for evil, but always seek 
to do good to one another and to all.  Rejoice always, pray 
without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances, for this is 
the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the 
Spirit. Do not despise prophecies, but test everything; hold 
fast to what is good; abstain from every form of evil. May 
the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely, and may 
your spirit and soul and body be kept sound and blameless 
at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls 
you is faithful, and he will do this. 
Word of God, Word of Life 
 Thanks be to God 
 
Reflection 
 
Song: I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light          Page 11 

 
Please stand as you are able 

 
For this time of waiting and watching for the coming of our 
Savior, 
 we give you thanks, O Lord. 
When the Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words, 
 we cry to you, O Lord. 
For the hope that shines through the darkest night, 
 we turn to you, O Lord. 
For the gift of friends and family who walk with us through 
life, 
 we praise your name, O Lord. 
Gather us all under the promise of your Son, 
who taught us to pray:  
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The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believ-
ing, so that we may abound in hope by the power of the 
Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus, for whom we wait. 
 Amen. 

Song: Joy To The World                                    Page 12                                 

Go in peace. Christ is coming soon. 
 Thanks be to God. 

Postlude: Lift Up Your Heads           by Thomas Williams  

Adapted from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2022 Augs-
burg Fortress. All rights reserved.  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory. Forever and ever. Amen. 
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Verses 7 and 8 
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