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Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church   
Zion matters to the community by showing the love of 

Jesus Christ 

December 18, 2022  4th Sunday of Advent 

Welcome from Assisting Minister 
 

Prelude:  The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came                 
by Anna Laura Page 

Please stand as you are able. 

Turn to follow the cross as it processes through                   
the worship space 

Hymn: Angels from the Realm of Glory       See Page 17                                                                                   
and on front screen 

 
          Four candles on the Advent Wreath are lit. 
 

 
Sing verse 4 of People Look East               See Page 16 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at 
baptism, as the presiding minister begins.  
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Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does 
wonderous things.  
    Blessed be God’s name forever. 
    Amen 
 

Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep.  
Let us confront our sins, and confess to the one who is 
merciful and just.  

 

Silence is kept for reflection 

 
God of new beginnings,  

We confess that we have not welcomed your  
holy reign. We have strayed from your paths.  
We prepare for war instead of peace.  
We dishonor one another and your creation.  
Purify us with your refining fire and set us  
again on your way of love, that we may bear  
fruit worthy of repentance, and welcome your 
coming among us.  
Amen 
 

People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a 
tender branch, a living sign. By water and the spirit you 
are joined to this wonder. You have put on + Christ, 
and your sins have been washed away. 
Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 

Let us pray, 
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By 
your merciful protection save us from the 
threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten 
our walk in the way of your salvation, for you 
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spir-
it, one God, now and forever.    Amen 

 

 Please be seated 
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A reading from Isaiah 40:1-11          Pew Bible Page 517 
     
The reading concludes with; 
Word of God, Word of Life 
 Thanks be to God 

A reading from Romans 16:25-27     Pew Bible Page 126 
 
The reading concludes with; 
Word of God, Word of Life 
  Thanks be to God 

Psalm 130               (Read Responsively by Whole Verse)                                             
Pew Bible Page 445 

                                Please stand as you are able. 

Luke  2:8-20                                  Pew Bible Page 44
       
The holy gospel according to St. Luke. 
  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

The reading concludes with;  
The Gospel of the Lord 
 Praise to you, O Christ 
 
                              Please be seated 
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Children’s Time with Pastor 

Sermon                                 
 
                        Please stand as you are able 

 

Hymn: Infant Holy, Infant Lowly    Page 18 and on front 
screen 

As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, 
let us pray for a world that yearns for new hope.  
 

A brief silence for personal prayer. 
 
 
In Philippians 4:6–7, Paul says “Let your gentleness 
be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not wor-
ry about anything, but in everything by prayer humbly 
and with gratitude, let your requests be known to 
God and the peace of Christ, which is bigger than 
knowledge or understanding, will guard both your 
mind and your heart.” 

Help us, Lord, to love one another, and be 
positive instead of negative, so that we 
can live in the peace of Christ. 

 
Help us to live with humble open hands, 
 to forgive others as you forgive us,    

and give freely as you give to us. 
 
Help us to realize that resentment always takes 
over if we are not radically grateful every day. 

You have given us so much, Lord, 
much more than just “our daily 
bread”. 

 
  

 
  



6 

 

Help us to realize we are moons, not suns, meant to 
reflect your light. 

Our lives are a sacred trust; help us reflect 
the light of your love. 

 
Help us to strongly acknowledge your interde-
pendent community of nature and neighbor, 

such that caring for what you entrusted to us 
becomes a natural response. 

 
Help us to encourage manufacturers and legislatures 
to implement responsible alternatives in our energy 
use and to use these alternatives when they are avail-
able. 

Continue to walk with us in our efforts to  
care for your creation. 

 
 
As we consciously and doggedly live out gratitude for 
our very liv  as we serve others as a natural result of 
this gratitude, as we care for all of your creation, 

help us to forever welcome the baby Jesus, 
the man Jesus, the Son of God, the Christ, 
who through the Holy Spirit, is forever being 
born into the human soul. 

 
Thank you for the life of our birthday siblings, 

Margaret Van Scoy, Mabel Kolarik,                
Carol McKimm, and Drew Heller 
 

Bless this past week’s marriages and help us            
support their life together.  

 Donna and Jerry Roan 

God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By 
your Spirit, gather our prayers and join them with the 
prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
 Amen 
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The Offering of our tithes, gifts and sacrifices is gath-
ered for the mission of Christ’s church, including the 

care of those in need.  

Holy Lord, 
we gladly return, for your work, a portion of 
your abundant provision to us. All that I 
have is yours alone, entrusted Lord, to my 
care. Amen. 

The Lord be with you. 
  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts 
  We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at 
all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, 
almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus 
took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his      
disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given 
for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and 
gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new cove-
nant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwell-
ing among us, full  of grace and truth. We remember our 
new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with 
hope for his coming. 
 Come, Lord Jesus 
 
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. 
Bless this meal, May your Word take flesh in us. Awak-
en your people. Fill us with your Light. Bring the gift of 
peace on earth. 
 Come, Holy Spirit 
 
All praise and glory are yours, Holy God, Word of God 
incarnate. Power of the Most High, one God, now and 
forever. 
 Amen 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory. Forever and ever. Amen 
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 Come to Christ’s banquet.  Feast on God’s gift of grace. 
 Thanks be to God! 

Please be seated 

Communion Music: He Shall Feed His Flock                        
by G. F. Handel   

 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen 
you and keep you in his grace. 
  Amen 

Let us pray,  
Most High God, you have come among us at 
this table. By the Spirit’s power, form us to be 
bearers of your word, sharing gifts of mercy 
and grace with all, through Christ Jesus, our 
host and our guest. Amen 

    

Announcements 

At this congregation, the Lord’s Supper (Communion) 
is practiced as an open table – all are welcome. Jesus 
said this is his body and blood given and shed for you; 
come receive the loving grace God provides for you.  
Those who do not commune may come forward for a 
blessing, for all are loved by God.  Children who com-
mune at their home congregation are encouraged to 

commune here today, too. 
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The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you 
peace.   
    Amen 

  

Go in peace, be the light of Christ..  
     We will, with God’s help. 
 
 
Postlude: Hail to the Lord's Anointed                                    

by Henry Balcombe  

 

Hymn:  Go Tell it on the Mountain   Page 19 and on front 
screen 

                    Please stand as you are able 
 
 
Let us pray for our mission 

  Lord, our hope and strength comes from you. 
Open our eyes and our hearts to become the 
people you want us to be; people who care for 
the widows and orphans, feed the hungry, 
clothe the naked, free the oppressed, and visit 
the sick and the  imprisoned. Give our congre-
gation a   vision to make a difference in our 
community. Enliven us for the sake of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.   Amen.  

Turn to follow the cross as it processes through                   
the worship space 
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Today’s Worship Leaders 

Assisting Minister: George Miller  

Acolyte: Ava Medina 

Accompanist: Steve Moore 

Audio/Visual Technicians: Louis Varlamos  & Chris 
Thompson 

Chancel Guild: Beth Heller & Jayne Schrader 

Nursery: Amelia Milek 

Presiding Minister: Rev. William Weidenbach, Jr. 

Reader: John Long 

Trustees: John Long & Brian Milek 

Flowers by: Jim Fidler in memory of Elaine M. Fidler 
and all the saints who have gone before; Janet Slease 
in memory of her father John Mavrich; Brian & Lisa Kay 
in memory of  the Kay, Bernabei, Castro and Kerns 
Families.  
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The Weekly News of Zion Lutheran Church 

PRAYER REQUESTS:  For whom would you like us 
to pray? For what need can we ask God’s help? For 
what blessing can we thank God? Please communi-
cate your prayer requests to Kay Davis at Pray-
er@zion-nc.com. 

This week we pray for: George, Shirley, 
Stella, and those affected by the war in 
Ukraine. 

CASUAL WORSHIP SERVICE every Wednesday,     
at 7pm 

BIBLE DISCUSSION WITH PASTOR Thursday, 
9:00am 

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP SERVICE every Sunday, 
9:00am 

ADULT AND CHILDREN SUNDAY SCHOOL every     
Sunday, 10:15am 

SEWING every Monday—10am to noon  

CHRISTMAS CHOIR PRACTICE  Dec. 21st  1-2pm 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING The choir invites you to go 
caroling around the neighborhood on Thursday,      
December 22nd at 6:30pm. Cookies and hot choco-
late to follow at the church.  
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FOOD PANTRY NEEDS Jesus said; “When you saw 
me hungry, you fed  me.”  We count on you for the items 
listed below that we give out at each week’s distribution 
and are oftentimes unable to get them from the Akron 
Food Bank 

Soup (chunky, hearty or creamy), boxed cereal, 
instant oatmeal, spaghetti sauce, jelly/jam, pea-
nut butter, toilet paper, paper towels, and facial 
tissues. 

COOKIE BAKERS to give each of our Food Pantry fam-
ilies cookies for Christmas. We’ll need 100 dozen! 
Please sign up in Luther Hall and drop off by Monday, 
December 19th.   

COMFORT GIVERS 2nd and 4th Thursdays, 10-noon 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY Thursday, January 5,           
3-4pm. Contact Sue Whalen for more info 

WEDNESDAY EVENING SERVICE CHANGE--Due to 
the Christmas season, there will NOT be a Wednesday 
evening service on Dec. 21  

CHRIST IN OUR HOME daily devotional for January, 
February, March 2023 is now available in the hallway 
rack.  
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Zion’s Staff 

Pastor:The Rev. William Weidenbach, Jr. 
 Mobile: 850-766-5853 
 Email: Pastor@zion-nc.com 

Office Secretary: Tina Taylor (during Vicki’s Family Leave) 
       Phone: 330-499-3909 
       Email: Office@zion-nc.com 
             
 IT Manager: Louis Varlamos 
   Email: Tech@Zion-nc.com 

Website: www.zion-nc.com 

Like us on Facebook@zionnorthcanton 

ADVENT EVENING service on December 18 at 
6:15pm. A light dinner at 5:30pm preceding the service. 
 
CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE 7pm 

CHRISTMAS DAY WORSHIP SERVICE 9am 

EQUAL EXCHANGE buy fair trade coffee, tea, hot co-
coa and chocolate from our own store in Luther Hall 
every Sunday after worship. 
 

ELECTRONIC GIVING using a PC https://
abundant.com/zionlutheranchurch/give For  
mobile giving from a smartphone  
https://abundant.com/zionlutheran 
church/ mobilegiving. Or you can use  
the QR code shown at the right. 

Office hours: 9:00 
a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  

M-F 
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The Advent Wreath 
One of the best-known customs for the season is the 
Advent wreath. The wreath and winter candle-lighting in 
the midst of growing darkness strengthen some of the 
Advent images found in the Bible. The unbroken circle 
of greens is clearly an image of everlasting life, a victory 
wreath, the crown of Christ, or the wheel of time itself. 
Christians use the wreath as a sign that Christ reaches 
into our time to lead us to the light of everlasting life. 
The four candles mark the progress of the four weeks of 
Advent and the growth of light. Sometimes the wreath is 
embellished with natural dried flowers or fruit, never arti-
ficial greens. The evergreen branches lead the house-
hold and the congregation to the evergreen Christmas 
tree. In many homes, the family gathers for prayers 
around the wreath. 
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