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Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Zion matters to the community by showing the love of Jesus Christ 

December 4, 2022, Advent Evening 

Make Ready for Holy Disruptions: Evening Series for Advent 
Advent presents us with the challenge of “getting ready”; planning, 
organizing and purchasing things needed for various gatherings. 
Yet preparing for the coming of Christ is not a matter of having eve-
rything under control. Christ’s arrival disrupts – disrupts injustice, 
sin, and brokenness in a society in which it resides. A prayer for 
Christ to come to us is a prayer for a holy disruption of our lives that 
we cannot control and that we might struggle to accept. Advent re-
minds us to return to our sense of longing for and expectation of 
God’s coming into our world. In this worship series we pay attention 
to opening ourselves to the holy disruption of God’s inbreaking 
promise. 

Week Two Overview – Releasing 
Many people struggle with the concept of letting go, especially in 
cultures where accrual is seen as a sign of success and a guaran-
tee of peace. The recent rise in blogs, books, and lifestyle coaches 
to help people reduce clutter caused by too many possessions is 
an indication of the stress created by our inability to let go. Letting 
go of emotional “baggage” is equally challenging. The mental ener-
gy taken by chronic or even habitual negative thoughts can sap a 
tremendous amount of our reserves, making it difficult for us to re-
ceive the new things that arrive with God’s Promised One. Mindful-
ness of the need to release things that block our receptivity to God 
can become a healing spiritual practice. 

The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, the love of 
Christ that guards our hearts and minds, and the joy and consola-
tion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 And also with you. 
O God of freedom, there are so many other things that we cling to 
and that demand our focus. We fear the disruption of change and 
hold fast to the very things that cause us grief. Yet your promise 

Please stand as you are able 



3 

 

Song: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (verses 3 & 4)    Page 9 

Psalm 146:5-10 (right side/left side by whole verse) 

Right 
Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, 
    whose hope is in the L  their God, 
Left 
     who made heaven and earth, 
    the sea, and all that is in them; 
who keeps faith forever; 
Right 
    who executes justice for the oppressed; 
    who gives food to the hungry. 
Left 
The L  sets the prisoners free; 
     the L  opens the eyes of the blind. 
The L  lifts up those who are bowed down; 
    the L  loves the righteous. 
Right 
  The L  watches over the strangers; 
    he upholds the orphan and the widow, 
    but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 
Left 
The L  will reign forever, 
    your God, O Zion, for all generations. 
Praise the L ! 

assures us that we find all we need in you. Be with us and all 
your people in this season and guide us so that we may set 
aside all that distracts us from you. In the name of the Holy 
One who was, is, and is to come.  

 Amen. 

You may be seated 



4 

 

A reading from Ruth 

Then she started to return with her daughters-in-law from the 
country of Moab, for she had heard in the country of Moab 
that the L  had considered his people and given them 
food. So she set out from the place where she had been liv-
ing, she and her two daughters-in-law, and they went on their 
way to go back to the land of Judah. But Naomi said to her 
two daughters-in-law, “Go back each of you to your mother’s 
house. May the L  deal kindly with you, as you have dealt 
with the dead and with me. The L  grant that you may find 
security, each of you in the house of your husband.” Then 
she kissed them, and they wept aloud.  They said to her, “No, 
we will return with you to your people.”  But Naomi said, “Turn 
back, my daughters. Why will you go with me? Do I still have 
sons in my womb that they may become your hus-
bands?  Turn back, my daughters, go your way, for I am too 
old to have a husband. Even if I thought there was hope for 
me, even if I should have a husband tonight and bear 
sons,  would you then wait until they were grown? Would you 
then refrain from marrying? No, my daughters, it has been far 
more bitter for me than for you, because the hand of 
the L  has turned against me.”  Then they wept aloud 
again. Orpah kissed her mother-in-law goodbye, but Ruth 
clung to her.  So she said, “Look, your sister-in-law has gone 
back to her people and to her gods; return after your sister-in
-law.”  But Ruth said, 

“Do not press me to leave you, 
    to turn back from following you! 

Where you go, I will go; 
    where you lodge, I will lodge; 
your people shall be my people 

    and your God my God. 
   Where you die, I will die, 

    and there will I be buried. 
May the L  do thus to me, 

    and more as well, 
if even death parts me from you!” 

When Naomi saw that she was determined to go with her, 
she said no more to her.  
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Song: Will You Come and Follow Me (Verses 1,2,3) Page 10 

A reading from Second Peter 

This is now, beloved, the second letter I am writing to you; in 
them I am trying to arouse your sincere intention by reminding 
you that you should remember the words spoken in the past 
by the holy prophets and the commandment of the Lord and 
Savior spoken through your apostles. First of all you must un-
derstand this, that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing 
and indulging their own lusts  and saying, “Where is the prom-
ise of his coming? For ever since our ancestors died, all things 
continue as they were from the beginning of creation!” They 
deliberately ignore this fact, that by the word of God heavens 
existed long ago and an earth was formed out of water and by 
means of water, through which the world of that time was del-
uged with water and perished. But by the same word the pre-
sent heavens and earth have been reserved for fire, being 
kept until the day of judgment and destruction of the godless. 
But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one 
day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like 
one day. The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some 
think of slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to 
perish but all to come to repentance. But the day of the Lord 
will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away 
with a loud noise, and the elements will be destroyed with fire, 
and the earth and everything that is done on it will be dis-
closed. Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, 
what sort of persons ought you to be in leading lives of holi-
ness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of 
the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set 
ablaze and destroyed and the elements will melt with 
fire? But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new 
heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home.   

Reflection 

  
 
 
 
Word of God, Word of Life 
 Thanks be to God 
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Reflection 

Song: Will You Come and Follow Me (Verses 4,5) Page 10   

 
Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, 
strive to be found by him at peace, without spot or blemish, and 
regard the patience of our Lord as salvation. So also our be-
loved brother Paul wrote to you according to the wisdom given 
him, speaking of this as he does in all his letters. There are 
some things in them hard to understand, which the ignorant 
and unstable twist to their own destruction, as they do the other 
scriptures. You therefore, beloved, since you are forewarned, 
beware that you are not carried away with the error of the law-
less and lose your own stability. But grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the 
glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen. 
Word of God, Word of Life 
 Thanks be to God 

A Reading From Luke  

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, when 
Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler 
of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea 
and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the 
high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God 
came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went 
into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism 
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in 
the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,  
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord; 
    make his paths straight. 
Every valley shall be filled, 
    and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
and the crooked shall be made straight, 
  and the rough ways made smooth,  and all flesh shall see 
the salvation of God.’ ” John said to the crowds coming out to 
be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you 
to flee from the coming wrath? Therefore, bear fruits worthy 
of repentance, and do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We 
have Abraham as our ancestor,’   
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 for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children 
to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; 
therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut 
down and thrown into the fire.”  
And the crowds asked him, “What, then, should we do?” In reply 
he said to them, “Whoever has two coats must share with any-
one who has none, and whoever has food must do like-
wise.” Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked 
him, “Teacher, what should we do?” He said to them, “Collect no 
more than the amount prescribed for you.” Soldiers also asked 
him, “And we, what should we do?” He said to them, “Do not ex-
tort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be 
satisfied with your wages.” As the people were filled with expec-
tation and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, 
whether he might be the Messiah,[ John answered all of them by 
saying, “I baptize you with water, but one who is more powerful 
than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the strap of his san-
dals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His win-
nowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to 
gather the wheat into his granary, but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire.”  So with many other exhortations he pro-
claimed the good news to the people. 

Word of God, Word of Life 
 Thanks be to God 
 
 
 

Reflection 
 
 

Song: On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry (verses 1,2,3) Page 11 
 

Please stand as you are able. 



8 

 

For this time of waiting and watching for the coming of our 
Savior, 
 we give you thanks, O Lord. 
When the Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words, 
 we cry to you, O Lord. 
For the hope that shines through the darkest night, 
 we turn to you, O Lord. 
For the gift of friends and family who walk with us through life, 
 we praise your name, O Lord. 
Gather us all under the promise of your Son, 
who taught us to pray:  

The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believ-
ing, so that we may abound in hope by the power of the 
Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus, for whom we wait. 
 Amen. 

Song: Angels, From the Realms of Glory     Page 12                                   

Go in peace. Christ is coming soon. 
 Thanks be to God. 

Postlude: He is Born                    by: Kenon Renfrow 

Adapted from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2022 Augs-
burg Fortress. All rights reserved.  

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory. Forever and ever. Amen. 
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Verses 3 and 4 
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1st Time Verses  1-3 
2nd Time Verses 4,5 
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Verses 1-3 
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