
  

 

 

November 19, 2023 
Twenty-fifth Sunday After Pentecost   

Traditional Worship Service 
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 Welcome from Presiding Minister (PM) 
 
   Please stand as you are able        
    Turn to follow the cross as it processes through the worship space.                           
  Welcome Jesus into our presence 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Zion  
Evangelical 
Lutheran  
Church 
 
Zion matters to the 
community by 
showing the love of 
Jesus Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 

www.zion-nc.com 

WIFI = Zion Guest 
No password required 

Like us on Facebook 

@zionnorthcanton 

STAFFED CHILD 
CARE  

Available during      
worship service. 

Infant thru                  
Kindergarten. 
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    Congregation responses are in bold print 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all! 
 And also with you! 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, 
 as the presiding minister begins 

 
Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God, 
who greets us in this and every season, 
whose word never fails, 
whose promise is sure. 

Amen. 
 
Recognizing that Christ loved us to death in order that our sin is forgiven, Let us admit our sin in 
the presence of God and of our neighbors. Merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned. 
We have hurt our community. 
We have squandered your blessings. 
We have hoarded your bounty. 
In the name of Jesus, 
remember our sin no more. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Righteous God, 
we confess that we have sinned. 
We have failed to be honest. 
We have lacked the courage to speak. 
We have spoken falsely. 
In the name of Jesus, 
remember our sin no more. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. 
God offers boundless grace when we fail. 
Claim the gift of God’s mercy: 
you are freed and forgiven in the name of +Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
 
Let us pray. 

Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its peoples, and you 
give us all that we have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and wisdom, and prepare 
us for the joy of the day of your coming, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 

Please be seated 
 

Bible Blessing: Ava Medina 
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A reading from Zephaniah:                                   (Zephaniah 1:7,12-18,  Pew Bible, Old Testament, 
             page 679)  
 
The reading concludes with: 
Word of God, Word of Life 
 Thanks be to God 

  
Psalm  Paraphrase  
(Read      
responsively                                            
the indented lines)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A reading from 1 Thessalonians:                      (1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 Pew Bible, New Testament,              
              page 159) 
 
The reading concludes with: 
Word of God, Word of Life 
 Thanks be to God 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Please stand as you are able 
 

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew             (Matthew 25:14-30, Pew Bible, New Testament, 
              page 22) 
  Glory to you, O Lord 
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 The reading concludes with: 
The Gospel of the Lord 
 Praise to you, O Christ 
 
      Please be seated 
 
Children’s Time with Pastor 
 
Sermon 

 
Please stand as you are able 
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 Let us turn our hearts to God, our breath and life, as we pray for the church, the world, and all who 
are in need. 

    A brief silence for personal prayer 

Gracious God, you give abilities and gifts to all your people, and you equip the church to serve. 
Turn us from fear and self-serving ways, that we use your gifts to glorify you and encourage our   
neighbor. Hear us, O God. 
 Your mercy is great. 
 
You have been our dwelling place from one generation to another. Sustain the life of the planet; 
protect farmlands and harvests. Direct all people in wise stewardship of all the earth’s resources. 
Hear us, O God. 
 Your mercy is great. 
 
You call us to honesty and integrity. Instill these values in the hearts of all nations and their      
leaders. Free any who are oppressed, expose all corruption, and bring redemption to victims of        
injustice. Hear us, O God. 
 Your mercy is great. 
 
You teach us to count our days that we may gain a wise heart. Where there is sickness or sorrow, 
bring healing, and where there is loneliness, reveal your love in community. Hear us, O God. 
 Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for the faith formation ministries of all churches. Give to all children, youth, and adults who 
study your word the breastplate of faith and love. Shape us by your love and show us how to       
encourage one another. Hear us, O God. 
 Your mercy is great. 
 
Gracious God, you are faithful in all generations. For the promise of life and rest and for the        
witness of those who have died in faith we praise your goodness. Hear us, O God. 
 Your mercy is great. 
 
We offer our spoken prayers and those held in our hearts trusting in your mercy; through Jesus 
Christ our Savior and Lord. 
 Amen. 

AM: Let us enthusiastically pray our prayer of stewardship, Holy Lord, 
 we gladly return, for your work, a portion of your abundant provision to us. All that I 

have is yours alone, entrusted Lord, to my care. Amen. 
 
               Please be seated 
 

The Offering of our tithes, gifts and sacrifices is gathered for the mission of Christ’s church, including the 
care of those in need. 

ELECTRONIC GIVING  

Scan QR code for mobile giving 

PC = https://onrealm.org/ZionLutheranChurchNC/give/now 

Smartphone = https://abundant.com/ZionLutheranChurch/MobileGiving 
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· Pastor Weidenbach will speak briefly on Stewardship 
· John Rhodes will speak briefly on Stewardship 
· Statement of Intent Cards received 
 
 
PM: The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 We praise you, all-holy God, 

our maker and our life-giver, 
 

 for the universe beyond our knowing, 
for lands, and seas, and all animals, 
 

and for friends and strangers and family, 
for homes, and grocery stores, and schools, 

 
we praise you for your covenant people of old, 

for Abraham and Sarah, Moses and Miriam, 
  
and for centuries of faithful Christians, 

for Jesus’ mother Mary, Mary Magdalene, Peter, and Paul, 
  
We praise you for your Son Jesus Christ, 

who saves us from evil and corruption, 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the           
remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 
 
And so we proclaim the mystery of our faith: 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  
We pray for your Holy Spirit, 

your breath, your fire, your wisdom, 
 
nourish us with the body and blood of Christ, 

inspire your people for service, 
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 and renew the world with your mercy, 
with your healing, your justice, and your peace. 

  
We praise you, all-holy God, 

the Father, the Son, the Holy Spirit, 
 

 today, tomorrow, and forever. 
Amen. Amen. 
 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory. 
Forever and ever. Amen. 

 
There is a place for you at the banquet. Come and feast at Jesus’ table .  
 Thanks be to God! 

 
Please be seated 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Communion Music: Give of Your Best to the Master                              By: Charlotte A. Bernard 

                                                                                                                 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
 Amen 
 
AM: Let us pray, 

Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a banquet. Sustain us on the journey, 
strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children, and give us glad and  
generous hearts as we meet you on the way. Amen.   
 

 
Announcements 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

PM: Let us enthusiastically commit to our mission as we pray, 
 Lord, our hope and strength comes from you. Open our eyes and our hearts to         

become the people you want us to be; people who care for the widows and orphans, 
feed the hungry, clothe the naked, free the oppressed, and visit the sick and the       
imprisoned. Give our congregation a vision to make a difference in our community. 
Enliven us for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 

The Lord’s Supper (Communion) at this congregation is practiced as an open table – all are welcome. 
Jesus said this is his body and blood given and shed for you;  

come receive the loving grace God provides for you. 

Those who do not commune may come forward for a blessing, for all are loved by God. 

Children who commune at their home congregation are encouraged to commune here today too. 

Gluten Free wafers available. Request at time of receiving communion. 
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The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 
 Amen 
 
 

Turn to follow the cross as it processes through the Worship Space. 
Then follow it out to join in God’s work. 

 
  
             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 We will, with God’s help! 
 
Please join in fellowship with coffee and donuts immediately following! 
 
Postlude: When in Our Music God is Glorified               By: Charles V. Stanford & Anna Laura Page 
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Zion LUTHERAn 

This week we pray for:  
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Today’s Worship Leaders 

Assisting Minister: George Miller 
Acolyte: Ben Keith 
Accompanist: Steve Moore 
Audio/Visual Technicians: John Rhodes and 

Paul Bagocius                                       
Chancel Guild: Corlene Coulter and Linda Smith 
Child Care Attendant: Amelia Milek 
Presiding Minister: Rev. William C.                   

Weidenbach Jr.  
Reader: Nick Cignetti 
Trustees: John Long and Brian Milek 
Flowers by: Lou and Darlene Milavickas in loving 

memory of Otto & Grace Le Beau 
and Ellis & Anna Mae Le Beau 

The Weekly News of Zion Lutheran Church 

November 26, 2023 Worship Leaders  

Assisting Minister: Ken Reinoehl 
Acolyte: Kenadi Medina 
Accompanist: Carol McKimm 
Audio/Visual Technicians: Linda Weidenbach and  
                                          Chris Thompson  
Chancel Guild: Corlene Coulter and Linda Smith 
Child Care Attendant: Amelia Milek 
Presiding Minister: Rev. William C. Weidenbach Jr.  
Reader: Ruth Reinoehl 
Trustees: Brian Milek and Randy Elsass 
 
 
 

Come join the Men of Zion for prayers and      
projects!  

Saturday, November 25  -  8:30am 

COFFEE AND DONUT     
SOCIAL ~ SUNDAYS              

AFTER WORSHIP SERVICE  
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The Weekly News of Zion Lutheran Church, continued 

Wednesday Casual               
Worship Service 7PM 

Come As You Are!! 

Zion’s  
Shared 
Goods 

Monday, November 20,  6:00-8:00 pm 
1st & 3rd Tuesdays 12:00-2:00 pm 

spaghetti sauce, jelly/jam, and 
peanut butter, toilet paper 

Soup (hearty or creamy), boxed       
cereal, instant oatmeal 

 Closed November 23 for Thanksgiving! 

Equal Exchange 
Goodies! 

 
Christmas Giving Tree and       

Collection Box will be located in    
Coffee Bar Area next Sunday!  

 
Please be generous! 

NO BIBLE 
DISCUSSION 
NOVEMBER 23 

ADVENT SERVICES 
 
December 3, 10, 17 
 
Meal 5:30  
Service 6:15 
 
Meal Sign up sheets  
in Coffee Bar Area 


