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November 26, 2023 - Christ the King
Traditional Worship Service




Welcome from Presiding Minister (PM)
—' L Please stand as you are able
Turn to follow the cross as it processes through the worship space.
Welcome Jesus into our presence
All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!
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All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins

Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God,
who greets us in this and every season,
whose word never fails,
whose promise is sure.

Amen.

Recognizing that Christ loved us to death in order that our sin is forgiven, Let us admit our sin in
the presence of God and of our neighbors. Merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned.

We have hurt our community.

We have squandered your blessings.

We have hoarded your bounty.

In the name of Jesus,

remember our sin no more.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Righteous God,
we confess that we have sinned.
We have failed to be honest.
We have lacked the courage to speak.
We have spoken falsely.
In the name of Jesus,
remember our sin no more.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God is a cup of cold water when we thirst.
God offers boundless grace when we fail.
Claim the gift of God’s mercy:

you are freed and forgiven in the name of +Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Let us pray.
O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of service, and in him we in-
herit the riches of your grace. Give us the wisdom to know what is right and the
strength to serve the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Please be seated
A reading from Ezekiel: (Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24, Pew Bible, Old Testament,
page 623)
The reading concludes with:

Word of God, Word of Life
Thanks be to God



Photo by stills_by_suki at Pixabay.com

Psalm Paraphrase |Psalm95:1-7a
(Read Paraphrased by Pastor William

responsively
the indented lines)

Listen up! It is time to tune into the Lord;
let us make a joyful noise!
Let us double time march as we gather;
raising the roof with our songs.
Why? Because the Lord is our King;
the best King there ever was.
God'’s got the whole world in God’s hands;
God made it, owns it, loves it.

Drop everything, change your plans;

for it is time to act differently.
The Lord says to care for others;

itis time we take the Lord seriously.
For the Lord is our King;

we are the King’s children;

the apples of the King’s eye.

A reading from Ephesians: (Ephesians 1:15-23 Pew Bible, New Testament,
page 148)

The reading concludes with:
Word of God, Word of Life
Thanks be to God

Please stand as you are able
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The holy gospel according to St. Matthew (Matthew 25:31-46, Pew Bible, New Testament,

page 22)
Glory to you, O Lord
The reading concludes with:

The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ



Please be seated
Children’s Time with Pastor
Sermon

Please stand as you are able

Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing
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Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936
Music: TRURO, T. Williams, Psalmodia Evangelica, 1789
Text © 1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL. 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Let us turn our hearts to God, our breath and life, as we pray for the church, the world, and all who
are in need.

A brief silence for personal prayer
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Holy God, from Christ we receive our call to feed, clothe, and welcome. Direct your church to re-
spond to this call with faithfulness and generous love. We pray for the work of ELCA World Hunger
and partnerships with global feeding ministries. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

In Christ, the rock of our salvation, we are brought into union with all of creation. With mountains,
seas, dry lands, and animals of the field, we seek your guidance and protection. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

In Christ we know merciful judgment. Guide rulers of every nation in ways of humble leadership
and wise decision-making. Allow aid to come to all who are underserved and care to any who are
neglected. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

In Christ we feel the depth of your love and care toward us. Nourish all who hunger, connect any
who are isolated, and surround all who experience rejection or abuse. We pray for those who
suffer . Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

In Christ we are made the people of his pasture. Inspire the outreach and social ministries of all
congregations. We pray for all people who serve and attend to the needs of others. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

Thank you for the life of our birthday sibling,
Mark Denman

Holy God, in Christ we are welcomed home. We praise you for the faithful witness of those who
have served you and extended your welcome and love to us. Unite us with them as one body of
Christ. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We offer our spoken prayers and those held in our hearts trusting in your mercy; through Jesus
Christ our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

The Offering of our tithes, gifts and sacrifices is gathered for the mission of Christ’s church, including the
care of those in need.

ELECTRONIC GIVING @ @
Scan QR code for mobile giving 3 s
PC = https://onrealm.org/ZionLutheranChurchNC/give/now o
Smartphone = https://abundant.com/ZionLutheranChurch/MobileGiving @ e

AM: Let us enthusiastically pray our prayer of stewardship, Holy Lord,

| gladly return, for your work, a portion of your abundant provision to me. All that |
have is yours alone, entrusted Lord, to my care. Amen.

PM: The Lord be with you.
And also with you.




Lift up your hearts

We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.
We praise you, all-holy God,

our maker and our life-giver,

for the universe beyond our knowing,
for lands, and seas, and all animals,

and for friends and strangers and family,
for homes, and grocery stores, and schools,

we praise you for your covenant people of old,
for Abraham and Sarah, Moses and Miriam,

and for centuries of faithful Christians,
for Jesus’ mother Mary, Mary Magdalene, Peter, and Paul,

We praise you for your Son Jesus Christ,
who saves us from evil and corruption,

Words of Institution

And so we proclaim the mystery of our faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

We pray for your Holy Spirit,
your breath, your fire, your wisdom,

nourish us with the body and blood of Christ,
inspire your people for service,
and renew the world with your mercy,
with your healing, your justice, and your peace.

We praise you, all-holy God,
the Father, the Son, the Holy Spirit,

today, tomorrow, and forever.
Amen. Amen.

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory.

Forever and ever. Amen.

There is a place for you at the banquet. Come and feast at Jesus’ table .

Thanks be to God!



Please be seated

The Lord’s Supper (Communion) at this congregation is practiced as an open table — all are welcome.
Jesus said this is his body and blood given and shed for you;
come receive the loving grace God provides for you.

Those who do not commune may come forward for a blessing, for all are loved by God.
Children who commune at their home congregation are encouraged to commune here today too.

Gluten Free wafers available. Request at time of receiving communion.

Communion Music: Come, Ye Thankful People Come By: Keith Kolander,
Franklin D. Ashdown & Charles Callahan

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen

AM: Let us pray,
Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a banquet. Sustain us on the journey,
strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children, and give us glad and
generous hearts as we meet you on the way. Amen.

Announcements
Please stand as you are able.

PM: Let us enthusiastically commit to our mission as we pray,
Lord, our hope and strength comes from you. Open our eyes and our hearts to
become the people you want us to be; people who care for the widows and orphans,
feed the hungry, clothe the naked, free the oppressed, and visit the sick and the
imprisoned. Give our congregation a vision to make a difference in our community.
Enliven us for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and - give you peace.
Amen

Turn to follow the cross as it processes through the Worship Space.
Then follow it out to join in God’s work.



Jesus Shall Reign
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Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt.
Music: DUKE STREET, attr. John Hatton, d. 1793

Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
We will, with God’s help!

Please join in fellowship with coffee and donuts immediately following!

Postlude: Jesus Shall Reign By: Flor Peeters & Gerhard Krapf



Today’s Worship Leaders

Assisting Minister: Ken Reinoehl
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Presiding Minister: Rev. William C. Weidenbach Jr.
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Gospel Message from Pr. William [
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Jesus teaches about how
there will be a judgment that
N is based upon our

N relationship with Jesus.
| Those who cared for Jesus by
Y caring for the hungry, thirsty,
stranger, naked, sick and im-
prisoned will be invited to
continue that relationship into
eternity. On the other hand,
those who ignored Jesus by
ignoring those in need will
continue the separation that
they started on earth. Eternity
|will be a continuation of a
(Jrelationship started here on
earth.
How is your relationship with
God?
It can be measured by how
well you care for Jesus in the
hungry, thirsty, stranger,
naked, sick, and imprisoned.

Matthew 25:31-46
Stewardship Moment from Pastor William

Ourlinginawortt Stewardship in the Gospel ‘

ceatedwith e and JESUS te@ches that we will be judged on how well we cared for
% entusted o ourcae NIM, in the form of the hungry, thirsty, stranger, naked, sick, and
imprisoned. Jesus says that when we care for “one of the least of
these” we care for him.” Jesus is found in those that are in need of
care.

Stewardship in our Community

Who are the “least of these” in our community? The *hungry” do not always carry a sign. The
“naked” are not necessarily without clothes. The “sick” are not always in hospitals. The “imprisoned”
are not just those in jail. The easiest one to identify is the “stranger”, for everyone we do not see as
a friend is a stranger.

Stewardship in practice

Perhaps the easiest way to identify in whom Jesus resides is to act like everyone is Jesus. Perhaps
by excluding no one from our care and concern we will not exclude caring for Jesus. And, is that not
what both groups of people being judged missed? Both groups missed seeing Jesus in the
strangers they encountered. Both groups missed caring for Jesus. Don't be like either group. Care
for everyone and see Jesus in them.
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The Weekly News of Zion Lutheran Church

|.ct us pray for you
Ihis.week we pray for:
hose affected by the wars.
Submit your prayer requests to Jayne Schrader at Prayer@Zion-NC.com
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PLEASE notify the office if - A THOUSAND -

notify the office if you

~ or someone you I& is in the ? OPLENDID SUN

hospital or schediled for over sy enn avrio
surgery.

| THEKITERUNNER

Hospitals are no longer

%
N

KHATED HOSSEINI

December 5
7:00 pm Property Ministry Meeting
hursday, November 30, 7:00 ?

COFFEE AND DONUT
SOCIAL ~ SUNDAYS
AFTER WORSHIP SERVICE

Sewing for. comforters
Every Monday 10:00 am to noon
Contact office for more info on how to join!




The Weekly News of Zion Lutheran Church, continued

Wednesday Casual spaghettl sauce, jelly/jam, and
Wor'shlp Ser‘vuce 7PM ; peanut butter, toilet paper

o A

December 3, 10, 17
Meal 5:30° .
Service 6:15

a‘S|gn up sheets in Coffee Bar Area

Monday, December 18— 6-8pm
1st & 3rd Tuesdays 12:00-2:00 pm

Christmas Giving Tree and
N.C. Jaycees Collection Box are
located in Coffee Bar Area.

Please be generous!

Goodies!




