
  

 

 

December 17, 2023, Third Sunday of Advent 

Traditional Worship Service 
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Welcome from Presiding Minister (PM) 
 
         Please stand as you are able 
     Turn to follow the cross as it processes through the worship space  
   

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Zion  
Evangelical 
Lutheran  
Church 
 
Zion matters to the 
community by 
showing the love of 
Jesus Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 

www.zion-nc.com 

WIFI = Zion Guest 
No password required 

Like us on Facebook 

@zionnorthcanton 

STAFFED CHILD 
CARE  

Available during      
worship service. 

Infant thru                  
Kindergarten. 

The Advent Wreath 

One of the best-known customs for the season is the         
Advent wreath. The wreath and winter candle-lighting amid 
growing darkness strengthen some of the Advent images 
found in the Bible. The unbroken circle of greens is an     
image of everlasting life, a victory wreath, the crown of 
Christ, or the wheel of time itself. Christians use the wreath 
as a sign that Christ reaches into our time to lead us to the 
light of everlasting life. The four candles mark the progress 
of the four weeks of Advent and the growth of light. Some-
times the wreath is embellished with natural dried flowers 
or fruit. Its evergreen branches lead the household and the 
congregation to the evergreen Christmas tree. In many 
homes, the family gathers for prayers around the wreath. 

Sundays and Seasons, Augsburg Fortress 

Continued on next page 
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Congregation responses are in bold print 

 
           Three candles are lit as the following prayer is read 

 
Praise to you, O God, who holds our joy and sorrow. You bring water to parched ground and life 
out of death. Bless us as this light grows, and send sorrow and sighing to flee away. Give us 
strength and patience, trusting that you are true to your promises. Transform the lives of all who 
suffer with your wonders near at hand.  
 Amen 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,  
as the presiding minister begins.  

 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who opens the heavens and draws near to us with        
salvation. 
 Amen 
 
God is patient and merciful, desiring all to come to repentance. 
Trusting this promise of grace, let us confess our sin. 
 
                           Silence is kept for reflection 
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Everlasting God, 

 you love justice and you hate wrongdoing. We confess the fear, greed, and self-
centeredness that make us reluctant to work against oppression. We are complicit in 
systems of exploitation. We choose comfort over courage. We are careless with    
creation’s bounty. Look upon us with mercy. Turn our hearts again to you. Make us 
glad to do your will and to walk in your ways for the sake of our waiting world. Amen. 

 
Hear these words of assurance: God clothes you with garments of salvation and covers you with 
robes of righteousness. In the tender compassion of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. God’s 
covenant is eternal, and God’s blessing rests upon us all. 
 Amen 
 
Let us pray, 

Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the words of 
your prophets, that, anointed by your Spirit, we may testify to your light; through     
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen.  
   

Please be seated 
 
 

A reading from Isaiah:                             (Isaiah 61:1-4,8-11, Pew Bible, New Testament, page 536)  
 
The reading concludes with: 
Word of God, Word of Life. 
 Thanks be to God 

  
 
Psalm Paraphrase 
(Read responsively                                            
the indented lines)  
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 A reading from 1 Thessalonians:                                              (1 Thessalonians 5:16-24Pew Bible,                 
New Testament, page 159) 

 
The reading concludes with: 
 Word of God, Word of Life 
 Thanks be to God 

 
 

Please stand as you are able 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The holy gospel according to St. John                                           (St. John 1:6-8,19-28, Pew Bible
 Glory to you, O Lord                                               New Testament, page 70) 
   
 
The reading concludes with: 
The Gospel of the Lord 
 Praise to you, O Christ 
 
      Please be seated 
 
Children’s Time with Pastor 
 
Sermon 

 
Please stand as you are able 
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AM: With hope and expectation, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who await 
God’s day of restoration. 

    A brief silence for personal prayer 

Fill our mouths with laughter and our tongues with shouts of joy as we bear witness to the great 
things you have done. Give your church a spirit of gladness as we gather and as we are sent.    
Merciful God, 
 receive our prayer. 
 
Let the trees of the field sing your praise. Protect forests, orchards, rainforests, and all wooded   
areas from disease and deforestation. Keep us grateful for their gifts of oxygen, food, shade, and  
shelter. Merciful God, 
 receive our prayer. 
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 You love justice and promise your favor to those who are oppressed, brokenhearted, and            
incarcerated. Grant wisdom and compassion to those who work for public safety and all who work 
within prisons, jails, and courts, that mercy may increase and violence wither away. Merciful God, 
 receive our prayer. 
 
Give us strength to pray for our world without ceasing and provoke us toward love and good deeds 
for all who are in need. Provide for all without adequate housing, food, employment, or access to 
health care. Empower us as helpers and advocates. Merciful God, 
 receive our prayer. 
 
Open our hearts to those who serve as truth-tellers in our church and in our society. Bless leaders 
in church and society in their task of proclamation. Amplify voices of peacemakers, advocates, and 
especially those whose voices are ignored or marginalized. Merciful God, 
 receive our prayer. 
 
Bless this week’s marriages and help us support their life together.  
 Donna & Jerry Roan and Judy & Jeffery Arter 
 
Thank you for the life of our birthday siblings, 
  Margaret Van Scoy, Mabel Kolarik, Carol McKimm and Drew Heller  
 
With you a thousand years is like a day. Bless the memory of the saints from ages past and the  
anticipation of saints yet to be born. Inspire us to live with faith as we await your new heaven and 
new earth. Merciful God, 
 receive our prayer. 
 
Listen to these and all our prayers, O God of hosts, and restore us with your great and everlasting 
mercy. 
 Amen. 

 
AM: Let us enthusiastically pray our prayer of stewardship, Holy Lord, 

 I gladly return, for your work, a portion of your abundant provision to me. All that I 
have is yours alone, entrusted Lord, to my care. Amen. 

 

PM: The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

The Offering of our tithes, gifts and sacrifices is gathered for the mission of Christ’s church, including the 
care of those in need. 

ELECTRONIC GIVING  

Scan QR code for mobile giving 

PC = https://onrealm.org/ZionLutheranChurchNC/give/now 

Smartphone = https://abundant.com/ZionLutheranChurch/MobileGiving 
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your  
people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new 
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. The universe declares your praise: beyond the 
stars; beneath the sea; within each cell; with every breath. 
 We praise you, O God. 
  
Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night and day; across the wilderness; 
out of exile; into the future. 
 We bless you, O God. 
  
We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer;      be-
side the sinner; among the poor; with us now. 
 We thank you, O God. 
  

Words of Institution  -  Please look up, Pastor will be speaking these words 
  
Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim the mystery of 
faith: 
 Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  
We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; among your people; throughout 
the world. 
  
Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, in your church, 
without end. 
 Amen. 
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          Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into             
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, Forever and ever. Amen. 

 
In this meal, righteousness and peace meet together, Come Take your place at the table. 
 Thanks be to God! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please be seated 
 
Communion Music: Bleak Midwinter                                 by: Gustav Holst and Douglas E. Wagner 
                                                                                                                   
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
 Amen 
 
AM: Let us pray, 

Generous God, in bread and cup you have revealed your glory for all people to see  
together. Nourished by this meal, send us out to proclaim your good news of           
liberation and release, brought to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

 
Announcements 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 
 

PM: Let us enthusiastically commit to our mission as we pray, 
 Lord, my hope and strength come from you. Open my eyes and heart to become the 
person you want me to be; a person who cares for the widows and orphans, feeds the 
hungry, clothes the naked, frees the oppressed, and visits the sick and imprisoned. 
Give me and this congregation a vision to make a difference in our community.        
Enliven me to spread the good news of your Son. I pray this all for Jesus’s sake. 
Amen. 

 
 
The God of peace bless you, 
the love of Christ sustain you in hope, 
and the anointing of the Sprit + remain upon you, now and forever. 
 Amen. 
 
 

The Lord’s Supper (Communion) at this congregation is practiced as an open table – all are wel-
come. Jesus said this is his body and blood given and shed for you;  

come receive the loving grace God provides for you. 

Those who do not commune may come forward for a blessing, for all are loved by God. 
Children who commune at their home congregation are encouraged to commune here today too. 

 

Gluten Free wafers available. Request at time of receiving communion. 
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Turn to follow the cross as it processes through the Worship Space. 
Then follow it out to join in God’s work. 
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Go in Peace. Keep Awake. 
 We will with God’s help.  
 
                         Please join in fellowship with coffee and donuts immediately following! 
 
Postlude: Wake, Wake the Night is Flying                          by: Philipp Nicolai and Benton Price 
 

                                          

              Today’s Worship Leaders 

Assisting Minister: Cindy Bagocius 
Acolyte: Ben Keith 
Accompanist: Steve Moore 
Audio/Visual Technicians: Chris Thompson  
                                           and Linda Weidenbach  
Chancel Guild: Jayne Schrader and Sally Bunyan 
Child Care Attendant: Amelia Milek 
Presiding Minister: Rev. William C. Weidenbach Jr.  
Reader: Renee Keith 
Trustees: John Long and Darlene Milavickas 

Flowers in honor of Judy & Jeffery Arter’s 

46th Wedding Anniversary 

December 24, 2023 Worship Leaders  

Assisting Minister: Linda Weidenbach 
Acolyte: Ava Medina 
Accompanist: Carol McKimm 
Audio/Visual Technicians: John Rhodes and 

Paul Bagocius 
Chancel Guild: Jayne Schrader and                                     

Sally Bunyan 
Child Care Attendant: Amelia Milek 
Presiding Minister: Rev. William C.                       

Weidenbach Jr.  
Reader: Mark Denman 
Trustees: Randy Elsass and Darlene Milavickas 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We pray this week for Kay and 

those affected by wars.      
Contact Jayne Schrader at 

prayer@zion-nc.com 
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 The Weekly News of Zion Lutheran Church 

Come join the Men of Zion for prayers and      
projects!  

Saturday, December 23, 8:30 am 

Zion’s  
Shared 

Monday, December 18  6:00-8:00 pm 
1st & 3rd Tuesdays 12:00-2:00 pm 

Courses for lay peo-
ple who want to be 
more deeply rooted 
and grounded in 
love.  
 

Intro to the Old Testament 
Thursdays - 6:00-9:00pm / Dec. 14 - Jan. 25 

 
The course runs for 5 weeks and the cost is $65/course. 
For more information visit: 
https://www.neos-elca.org/growing-in-faith.html 

9AM ZOOM   
BIBLE 
DISCUSSION  
THURSDAY 

December 21  -  3pm 

ADVENT  EVENING        
SERVICE 

 

December  17 
Meal 5:30  

Service 6:15 

Volunteer Opportunities for 
Food Pantry & 
 Shared Goods  

 
Friday, December 29, 2023   
             9 - 11 am 

Monday, January 15, 2024  
                                          9 - 11 am  
 
   Call the office for information or to sign up 

Sunday, December 24  
Forth Sunday of Advent 
9am Worship Service 

 
     Christmas Eve—7pm Worship Service 
 

Monday, December 25 
A Service of Lessons and Carols 

9am Worship Service 


