
  

 

 

January 21, 2024  -  Third Sunday After Epiphany 
Traditional  Worship Service 
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 Welcome from Presiding Minister (PM) 
 
          Please stand as you are able 
     Turn to follow the cross as it processes through the worship space    
   Welcome Jesus into our presence 
     

  
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Zion  
Evangelical 
Lutheran  
Church 
 
Zion matters to the 
community by 
showing the love of 
Jesus Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 

www.zion-nc.com 

WIFI = Zion Guest 
No password required 

Like us on Facebook 

@zionnorthcanton 

STAFFED CHILD 
CARE  

Available during      
worship service. 

Infant thru                  
Kindergarten. 
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                                 Congregation responses are in bold print 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all. 
 And also with you. 
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PM: Let us pray. 

Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service. Strengthen 
us by your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord.  Amen. 
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 Please be seated 
 

A reading from Jonah:                                  (Jonah 3:1-5,10, Pew Bible, Old Testament, page 668)   
 
The reading concludes with: 
Word of God, Word of Life 
 Thanks be to God 

  
 
Psalm Paraphrase  
(Read responsively                                            
the indented lines)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A reading from 1 Corinthians:                         (1 Corinthians 7:29-31 Pew Bible, New Testament, 
                         page 130) 
 
The reading concludes with: 
Word of God, Word of Life 
 Thanks be to God 
 
 
      Please stand as you are able 
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 The holy gospel according to St. Mark                                                   (Mark 1:14-20,  Pew Bible, 
 Glory to you, O Lord                                                              New Testament, page 27) 
               
The reading concludes with: 
The gospel of the Lord 
 Praise to you, O Christ 
 
      Please be seated 
 
Children’s Time with Pastor 
 
 Sermon 

 
 Please stand as you are able 
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 AM: As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing on the church, 
the world, and all of creation. 

               A brief silence for personal prayer 

God our rock and deliverance, do not let your church be shaken. We trust you never abandon your 
promises to the most vulnerable among us. Give your church wisdom and empathy in its varied 
ministries. God of grace, 
 receive our prayer. 
 
God our hope and refuge, you placed the fish in the sea. Guide our care of oceans and all         
creatures that live in them. Hold us accountable for actions that endanger water sources and the 
people who depend on them. God of grace, 
 receive our prayer. 
 
God who proclaims judgement and offers mercy, be a model to the leaders of our nation and the 
world. As they lead, may they follow in your way of justice and truth. God of grace, 
 receive our prayer. 
 
God who cares for the suffering, care for survivors of assault and sexual abuse and sustain all who 
minister to them. Keep safe any who live under threat of violence, those living in poverty, and any 
among us who are ill or in pain. God of grace, 
 receive our prayer. 
 
God of resurrection and new life, as the first disciples shared the good news, empower us and all 
faith communities to be open to your call. When we are uncertain of your call, assure us. When we 
have strayed from your ways, redirect us. God of grace, 
 receive our prayer. 
 
 Thank you for the life of our birthday siblings, 
          Randy Cizek, Gail Vogt, Randy Elsass, Laurel Venable, Casey Walters and                    

Liam Medina 
  

God who holds the saints against your tender bosom, we trust you welcome them into your care. 
Comfort those who grieve, even as we place our hope in your salvation. God of grace, 
 receive our prayer. 
 
Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent prayers of our 
hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 Amen. 
 

 
 

The Offering of our tithes, gifts and sacrifices is gathered for the mission of Christ’s church, including the 
care of those in need. 

ELECTRONIC GIVING  

Scan QR code for mobile giving 

PC = https://onrealm.org/ZionLutheranChurchNC/give/now 

Smartphone = https://abundant.com/ZionLutheranChurch/MobileGiving 
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AM: Let us enthusiastically pray our prayer of stewardship, Holy Lord, 

 I gladly return, for your work, a portion of your abundant provision to me. All that I 
have is yours alone, entrusted Lord, to my care. Amen. 

   

PM: The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading of a star 
he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved 
Son; and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their       
unending hymn: 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. 
  
The universe declares your praise: beyond the stars; beneath the sea; within each cell; with every 
breath. 

We praise you, O God. 
  
Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night and day; across the wilderness; 
out of exile; into the future. 

We bless you, O God. 
  
We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer; beside 
the sinner; among the poor; with us now. 

We thank you, O God. 
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Words of Institution  -  Please look up, Pastor will be speaking these words 

  
Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim the mystery of 
faith: 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

  
We pray for the gift of your Spirit: 

in our gathering; 
within this meal; 
among your people; 
throughout the world. 

  
Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, in your church, 
without end. 

Amen. 
 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into       
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory. Forever and ever. Amen. 

 
At Jesus’ table, heaven and earth are joined as one. Come and see. 
 Thanks be to God. Amen. 

               Please be seated 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Communion Music: Break Thou the Bread of Life                                   By: William F. Sherwin &                  
Dennis R. Johnson 

 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
 Amen. 
 
AM: Let us pray, 

Giver of every gift, Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s body. Raise us to life 
by your power for the benefit of all and to your glory, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 

Announcements 
 

The Lord’s Supper (Communion) at this congregation is practiced as an open table – all are welcome. 
Jesus said this is his body and blood given and shed for you;  

come receive the loving grace God provides for you. 

Those who do not commune may come forward for a blessing, for all are loved by God. 

Children who commune at their home congregation are encouraged to commune here today too. 

Gluten free wafers available. Request at time of receiving communion. 
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      Please stand as you are able 
 
PM: Let us enthusiastically commit to our mission as we pray, 

 Lord, my hope and strength comes from you. Open my eyes and heart to become the 
person you want me to be; a person who cares for the widows and orphans, feeds 
the hungry, clothes the naked, frees the oppressed, and visits the sick and                 
imprisoned. Give me and this congregation a vision to make a difference in our      
community. Enliven me to spread the good news of your Son. I pray this all for          
Jesus’s sake. Amen. 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 
 Amen 
 
 

 Turn to follow the cross as it processes through the Worship Space. 
Then follow it out to join in God’s work. 

 
 

Continued on next page 
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AM: Go in peace. You are God’s beloved. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Please join in fellowship with a Coffee & Donut Social immediately following! 
 

 
Postlude: Tell Me the Stories of Jesus                            By: John R. Sweney and Mary McDonald 

2023 Tax  
Statements  

are now  
available on      

request.  
Stop in or call 

the office if you 
wish to receive a 

statement.   
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Today’s Worship Leaders 

Assisting Minister: Beth Heller 
Acolyte: Kenadi Medina 
Accompanist: Steve Moore 
Audio/Visual Technicians: Linda Weidenbach &  
                                          Chris Thompson 
Chancel Guild: Connie Riffle and Juanita Cignetti 
Child Care Attendant: Amelia Milek 
Presiding Minister: Rev. William C  Weidenbach Jr.  
Reader: Nick Cignetti 
Trustees: John Long and Brian Milek 
 Flowers by: LeBeau Family in loving memory of        

Dean LeBeau 

January 28, 2024 Worship Leaders  

Assisting Minister: Linda Weidenbach 
Acolyte: Ben Keith 
Accompanist: Steve Moore 
Audio/Visual Technicians: John Rhodes 
                                           and Chris Thompson 
Chancel Guild: Connie Riffle & Harriett Bowers 
Child Care Attendant: Amelia Milek 
Presiding Minister: Rev. William C.  
                               Weidenbach Jr.  
Reader: Renee Keith 
Trustees: Randy Elsass and Brian Milek 
Flowers by: In glory of our Lord, and in honor 

of our neighbors 

                                   Weekly News of Zion Lutheran Church 

Courses for lay 
people who want 
to be more   
deeply rooted and 
grounded in love.  
 

 
~ Intro to the New Testament 
~ Living as a Christian in the World  
~ Lutheran Creeds and Confessions 
 
The courses run for 5 weeks. For more information visit: 
https://www.neos-elca.org/growing-in-faith.html 

TAKE A CHANCE ON LOVE! 
 

  Equal Exchange Valentine’s Specials 
 
Choose a $5, $10, or $15 heart to reveal what 
Equal Exchange purchase is inside. 

Thank you to those who 
participate!! 

This week we pray for:  
Ava, Chris & Family, 

Shirley, Nia Maria and 
those affected by wars.       

Submit your prayer          
requests to 

 Jayne Schrader at                  
Prayer@Zion-NC.com 


