
Zion Lutheran Church  
349 Lindy Lane NW   
North Canton, OH 44720                
An ELCA Congregation 
 
Return Service Requested
  

  Zionôs Staff 
Pastor: The Rev. William Weidenbach, Jr. 
 Mobile: 850-766-5853 
 Email: Pastor@zion-nc.com 
 
Administrative Assistant: Tina Taylor  
            Phone: 330-499-3909 
            Email: Office@zion-nc.com 
  

IT Manager: Tobias Rhodes 
            Email: Tech@Zion-NC.com 
            Website: www.zion-nc.com 

Like us on Facebook@zionnorthcanton 

 

Worship Services   
Sunday Morning:   9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 
Wednesday Evening:  7:00 p.m. Casual  Worship 

Service 
*Services are streamed through Facebook 
 

Office hours  
9:00am to 3:00pm   M-F 
Doors open at 9am 

Council Members 
 

Jim FidlerðPresident 
Darlene MilavickasðVice President 
Jayne SchraderðSecretary 
Beth ShaheenðTreasurer 

G. Scott GrossðCaring Ministry 
Debbie FoxðLearning Ministry 
Tina LinzðParish Life Ministry 
George MillerðProperty Ministry 
John RhodesðResource Ministry 
Susan WhalenðWitness Ministry 
Paul BagociusðWorship Ministry 

Statement of Purpose:  
Zion matters to the community by showing the love of Jesus Christ 
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 ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH       

HOLIDAY SERVICES 2023  
 

ADVENT SUNDAY SERVICES  
December 3, 2023  9am  Worship Service 
December 3, 2023  5:30pm Advent Meal 
December 3, 2023  6:15pm Worship Service 
December 10, 2023  9am  Worship Service 
December 10, 2023 5:30pm Advent Meal 
December 10, 2023 6:15pm Worship Service 
December 17, 2023  9am  Worship Service 
December 17, 2023 5:30pm Advent Meal 
December 17, 2023 6:15pm Worship Service 
December 24, 2023 9am  Worship Service 
 

BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE  
December 21, 2023   3pm 
 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES  
December 24, 2023 7pm  Christmas Eve Worship Service 
December 25, 2023        9am  A Service of Lessons and 
      Carols 
                                                   

WEDNESDAY WORSHIP SERVICES  
Every Wednesday in Decemberð7pm 
 

NEWS YEARėS EVE WORSHIP SERVICE 
December 31, 2023 9am  Worship Service 
 

Zion Lutheran Church  

349 Lindy Lane Ave. NW  

North Canton, Ohio 44720  

330 -499 -3909  



Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church                                                                       December  2023 

2 
    

Message from our President 
 
  In December we contemplate Godôs incomparable gift to the world- the             
incarnation of His Divine Essence and Presence in the human form of Jesus, our Savior 
and Lord. At Zion our Advent, Sunday Morning Worship, Christmas Eve and Christmas 
Morning  Services are about celebrating  what God  did for the sake of His people.  The 
knowledge that we are truly blessed to have the Commandments to love God with all of 
our mind, heart and soul and to love our neighbors as ourselves  furnishes  purpose to 
our lives and a sense of peace that transcends all understanding. We are flawed human 
beings struggling to navigate the trials and tribulations of troubled seas. There can be no 
better navigator of these troubled waters than Jesus Christ. The knowledge that He 
stands beside us on this sometimes very perilous journey reassures us, strengthens   
our resolve to continue in the face  of adversity, and instills in us a renewed                 
determination to be good stewards of the abundant resources our Divine Creator has 
entrusted to our care. 
 
 During this past year each of us has suffered loss or heartache or despair. Being 
human, we often look inward on such occasions and immerse ourselves in self pity,    
recrimination, and doubt. At such times  the  lamp of Jesusô love dispels the gloom and 
directs our steps to the path that takes us out of despair. On these occasions we         
experience the healing power that love and concern for our welfare on the part of friends 
and neighbors provides. And it is during such times we come to appreciate that love for 
God and our neighbors is the prescription for mutual healing and that there can be no 
greater Christmas gift than the gift of new life through faith in Jesus. It is incumbent upon 
us to be good stewards of this gift. We need to cherish it, honor it and make the most of 
all it has to offer. Cultivating the Advent themes of Hope, Peace, Love and Joy in Christ 
will aid us in this endeavor.   
 
 Zionôs ñStewardship for all Seasonsò campaign focuses on the opportunities   gen-
erous giving provides to further Zionôs mission of service to the community. As we think 
about our gift giving this Christmas season let us focus our thoughts on meeting real 
needs and giving where it will be much appreciated. Jesusô death on the cross and res-
urrection gave us a heavenly Afterlife. We need to remember that Jesusô birth gave us 
new life here today- a life abundant with joy, peace and fulfillment that grows as we grow 
in faith through prayer, generosity and service to others. Practicing these disciplines of 
faith enhances our ability to fulfill the two Holy Commandments to love God and our 
neighbor.     
 
 Lord, thank you for the message of Life Abundant; Your Commandments to love 
You and our neighbors; and Your admonition to serve others and be generous to those 
in need. In Jesusô Name we pray. Amen. 
 
Merry Christmas 

Respectfully submitted,  
 
Jim Fidler  
Council President  
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Blood Drive: Sunday, December 17th   
  10 am ï 2 pm in the gym 

We Want Your Blood!  They Need Your Blood! 
 
THERE CONTINUES TO BE A CRITCAL SHORTAGE ï PLEASE HELP SAVE 

AND SUSTAIN LIVES BY DONATING YOUR BLOOD! 
 
Did you know that one in seven hospital patients requires a blood transfusion? This 

could be somebody's mother or father, sister or brother, son or daughter, or perhaps one 
day, you.  Lifesaving blood offers second chances and many tomorrows to those who de-
pend on it. If youôre worried about needles, donôt beðmost blood donors compare the ex-
perience to a mild, split-second pinch! The entire process is very safe and very fast, and 
you will feel amazing knowing you potentially saved up to three people. Please give if you 
can. It truly is the gift of life and there are so many who need your donation!   

 
You can schedule your own appointment, or Debbie Fox can schedule one for you. 
 
To make your own appointment go to: 

 

https://donors.vitalant.org/dwp/portal/dwa/appointment/guest/phl/timeSlotsExtr?
token=rpWCGMfJ%2FsldxPH1lTaq1KcuSg7ROM%2Btvz7ydfwsDh8%3D 

 
or go to: 
Vitalant.org 
Click on ñdonateò 
Click on ñschedule an appointmentò 
And search by city, zip and date 
Or use ñAdvanced Searchò and Group code: U1525 

 
If you are unable to donate on December 17

th 
, you can go to the Vitalant Donation Center 

at 4119 Tuscarawas St West, Canton, OH 44708. Call 877-258-4825 or schedule an ap-
pointment online. 
 
Please mark your calendars for our 2024 Blood Drives at Zion: 
 
Sunday, Feb 18th, 2024  10am ï 2pm 
Sunday, April1 4th, 2024  10am ï 2pm 
Wednesday, June 12th, 2024 (3:00-7:00pm) 
Wednesday, August 7th, 2024 (3:00-700pm) 
Sunday, October 13th, 2024  10am ï 2pm 
Sunday, December 15th, 2024  10am ï 2pm 

 

https://donors.vitalant.org/dwp/portal/dwa/appointment/guest/phl/timeSlotsExtr?token=rpWCGMfJ%2FsldxPH1lTaq1KcuSg7ROM%2Btvz7ydfwsDh8%3D
https://donors.vitalant.org/dwp/portal/dwa/appointment/guest/phl/timeSlotsExtr?token=rpWCGMfJ%2FsldxPH1lTaq1KcuSg7ROM%2Btvz7ydfwsDh8%3D
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Trunk or Treat 2023 
 
The community came out despite the rainy cool weather to 
enjoy Trunk or Treat this year.  We had over 500 people join 
us this year ï our biggest ever in the five years we have  
hosted a Trunk or Treat event!  We held the event inside this 
year because of the weather, and it worked out great!  There 
was plenty of candy at the tables we lined up in the gym and 
Coffee Connection area.  Thank you to everyone who       
decorated their spaces and passed out candy to the kids and 
their families, and to all that donated candy. 
We provided hot dogs, brats & sauerkraut, chips, cookies,  
donuts and drinks for everyone to enjoy. The tables we set up 
for eating were constantly full!  Everyone left fed and happy, 
and with a lot of candy for later! Thanks to Doug Roman for 
grilling the hot dogs and to Dave Palumbo, Darlene Milavickas and Pinar Elliott for 
handling the kitchen and feeding the people. 

It was a great day for community 
fellowship and fun. There were lots 
of people and great costumes, 
dogs and even a cat!  We were 
able to provide a safe & warm 
place for all to come and enjoy ï 
especially with this yearôs weather!  
Thanks be to God! 
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Adult Sunday School 
Calling all adults! Join us in Coffee Connection area after Sunday service 
at 10:15 am for coffee, delicious treats and Bible discussion.  The group, 
led by Pastor William, is discussing the book, ñAutopsy of a Deceased 
Church (subtitle ï 12 Ways to Keep Yours Alive)ò by Thom S. Rainer, for 14 
weeks. The chapters in this book will give important insight into how we can 
move Zion forward in positive and meaningful ways that align with our    
mission! 
 

Confirmation & High School Classes 
Classes meet Sunday mornings at 10:15 am. Join us at the Coffee Connection and then 
we will head off to classes. Cindy Bagocius leads our Confirmation classes studying the 
ñHere We Standò curriculum and Renee Keith is our High School leader using t.b.d.      
curriculum.   
 
Bible Adventure Pre-K thru 6

th
 Grades 

Sunday Bible Adventure meets Sundays at 10:15 am after service in our 
classrooms in the back hall.  There will be no classes on Sunday        
December 24

th
 or Sunday, December 31

st
.  Our regular schedule will  

resume on Sunday, January 7
th
. 

Join us for great lessons from Whirl, games, crafts and snack and       
encourage your kids to bring a friend!  We have some fun things 
planned for the holiday season! 
 
The Childrenôs Christmas Program will take place during our Sunday evening Advent         
Service on December 17

th
.  Dinner is at 5:30 pm and service starts at 6:15 pm. The kids 

will lead us in the beautiful Chrismon Service as we learn about the Chrismon Symbols 
and fill the Christmas tree with all of our Chrismon ornaments. Join us for a great evening! 

 
Womenôs Bible Study       
The Womenôs Bible Study group will meet on Monday,    
December 4

th
 at 4:30 pm for a Christmas Celebration and 

ornament exchange at Cindy Bagociusôs home (Market Ave 
NW, Canton, OH 44708). Bring an ornament that is home-
made or in the $5 - $10 range, and enjoy delicious food and 
fun ï all women are invited. Please RSVP by text to Cindy 
Bagocius at 234-207-3638. Ruth and Cindy will be hosting 
the group together this month. 

  
Regular Womenôs Bible Study sessions will start again after the first of the year. Stay 
tuned for dates and times. There will be at least two sessions offered, and the group will 
continue to devote an hour in the Word and in the company of each other discussing the 
Bible Study from the ELCAôs GATHER Magazine.   
  
 
Dear God, help us to open our minds, our ears and our hearts to what You are telling us, 
and to do what You want us to!  Guide us in our pursuit of learning your Word every day. 
Amen 

Join  
In!!! 
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Food Pantry News - Debbie Fox 
 
I wanted to share a few stories that happened in November that show how much we do 
matter to the community!  A woman came in for the first time for one of our distributions. 
She drove by, saw our banners and stopped.  She decided to come in and shop for her 
food and as she was talking with the volunteer who helped her shop, she explained that 
she is a single mother and had just run out of food.  That morning she didnôt know what 
she was going to do, but then saw our banners (the Holy Spirit at work!).  When she fin-
ished picking out her food, she was in tears and could not believe what she had re-
ceived.  She was so grateful because the food was going to help her get to her next 
paycheck!  God sent her to Zion and we were able to help!  Thanks be to God! 
 
The next person I wanted to share about is a single gentleman who was very nervous on 
his first visit with us this past month.  He wasnôt sure how it all worked, and decided to 
have us bring out pre-packed groceries instead of coming in to shop for his food.  I could 
see he was uncertain so I stopped to talk with him before getting him registered.  He was 
so amazed that we had given him lunch.  He wasnôt going top be able to have lunch that 
day, so this was a really big deal for him.  It was a hot and delicious meal that he could-
nôt stop thanking us for.  He then gave me all of his reusable shopping bags that were in 
his trunk because he did not need them and wanted to help if he could ï just amazing!  
He was so grateful for all the groceries and was just a joy to visit with.  On his second 
visit, he was much more relaxed and again very grateful!  Thanks be to God that we 
could be here to feed him and show him he is loved! 
 
Finally, as I was shopping at Aldi for our 2

nd
 distribution in November, a woman in front 

of me in the checkout line looked in my cart and said, ñdonations?ò.  I explained that I 
was getting items for our Food Pantry.  She was very curious to learn about where we 
were, who we served and how many.  She was so moved by what we do that she of-
fered to pay for some of the items I was buying.  The Holy Spirit moved her to help with 
our mission to feed the hungry, and I could not have been more touched and grateful for 
her actions. Praise God! 

 
How can you help in December?  We are planning to give each of 
our families a Christmas bag with paper products including toilet 
paper, tissues, paper towels and laundry detergent.  Our goal is 
to collect enough of these items for 100 bags.  We will also give 
each family a plate of Christmas cookies,  and will need over 100 
dozen cookies.  Sign up sheets to donate Christmas cookies are 
in the area by the Coffee Connection.  
Cookies are needed by Sunday, Decem-
ber 17

th
.  Thank you in advance for help-

ing us share Godôs love with those who are in need in our com-
munity!  We really do matter and hope to share a little extra love 
this holiday season!  
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Sharing Godôs Love at ThanksgivingðDebbie Fox 
 

November was a very busy month!  We served 107 families during 
our first Food Pantry Distribution and 74 families the second. Each 
family received a decorated Holiday Food Box full of 14 items in 
addition to our normal food distribution on November 21

st
.  A big 

thank you to Zionôs youth, their fami-
lies, the Cub Scouts and Renee Keithôs 2

nd
 grade class for 

coloring Fall pictures that were attached to each Holiday 
Food Box.  A big thank you to Carol Rossbach and Linda 
Weidenbach for writing ñHappy Thanksgivingò on all 120 
boxes and to our kids and parents who cut out and attached 
all the pictures to the boxes.  We also served coffee and pie 
to our Pantry friends on the 21

st
 when they arrived as a  

special treat.  Thank you to Tina Linz and Mark Denman who braved the cold and rain 
that day to take care of our friends.  Dave Palumbo fixed a special Thanksgiving hot 
lunch for our friends on the 21

st
 with chicken drumsticks, stuffing, fruit and pumpkin 

spice cookies (made by Evie Reigler, our amazing baker).   A big thank you to Dave 
and Linda Smith & Arnie Givler for feeding our friends a hot lunch not only on the 21

st
, 

but every 1
st
 & 3

rd
 Tuesday!  These are just a few small ways we want our Food Pantry 

families to know how much they are loved and cared for!  Thanks be to God for all of 
our volunteers who go the extra distance to take care 
of the families in our community who are hungry!  Well 
done good and faithful servants, well done! 

 
This year, we delivered 30 
bags of food and Acme gift 
cards to our Siffrin friends on 
Friday,  November 17

th
.  The Thanksgiving bags were created 

by our youth, with some help from the Cub Scouts and Boy 
Scouts. The kids did a great job and 

everyone who saw the bags loved them!  Thank you to the kids 
and parents who were able to help fill the bags with delicious 
food items to help our Siffrin friends who are alone and have no 
family support.  To learn more about Siffrin and how they help 
our community, check out their website at www/siffrin.org.  
 
Thank you to everyone who supported our Thanksgiving projects this year with          
donations, decorating boxes and bags, and filling and delivering the bags of food to all 
of our Pantry and Siffrin friends. Thanks be to God for the love and generosity of every-
one! 
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December ushers in 
the rest of the Holiday 
Season.  With all the 
wars and hate in the 
world it is hard for me 
to be joyful this sea-
son.  However, 
Christmas brings me 
hope with the birth of 
baby Jesus for a new 

beginning and a fresh start.  We have so much 
to be thankful for here in America even thou the 
politicians tell us how our awful economy has 
made life so terrible here. Therefore, as you 
have demonstrated in the past, this season pre-
sents our church the opportunity again to share 
our generosity both with our local and world 
communities.  

  

Supporting Teams: 
  

Handyman Services, leader - Ken Reinoehl 
Volunteer and Request forms are available on 
the bulletin board across from Pastorôs Office.  
1 client served in October.   
 
Visitations ï Ken Reinoehl  - No Report 
  

Transportation ï No Team Leader    
Assigned.  
 
Parish Nurse  ï Not Currently active. 
                                                                 
Prayer Chain ï Jayne Schrader   
  
Funeral Reception Meals ï No Report 

Feed a Friend ï Laura Thompson 
No requests in October.  

Blood Program ï Debbie Fox 
The next Blood drive will be Sunday December 
17
th
 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM. Thank you for your 

support. 

Comfort Givers ï Darlene Milavickas 
No Report. 

Greeting Cards ï No Report.  

O God, give our leaders, volunteers, and     
suppliers the wisdom, strength, and              
perseverance to provide for our community   
during this Holiday Season. Amen. 

 G. Scott GrossðCaring Ministry Elder 

 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Chancel Guild  -  Connie Riffle and Janet 
Slease 
 
Zion presented a gift basket of goodies  
to Terry at Maggioreôs to express our          
gratitude for the wine donation by his      
business through the years. We are truly 
blessed to have the generosity of Terry and 
want him to remember our thankfulness.  
Please be sure to visit his business just 
down the road on Portage about 1 mile west 
of Zion.  
 

Coffee & Donuts Social 
- Darlene Milavickas 
 
Join in every Sunday   
for Coffee, Donuts &  
Fellowship!        
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Chancel Flowers are available in memory or honor of your 
loved  one (s) or special occasion and are used in the Chapel 
for any Sunday Service of your choice.  
 
They are only $20.00 each and you can order as many as 
you wish!  
You also get to take them home after the service and enjoy 
their beauty and your memories!!  
 

We currently have any Sunday in January available. Arrangements can be 
made in the front office.  
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Larry Genara   December 2             
Arnie Givler  December 2 
Ben Keith  December 3 
Anna Erbland  December 3 
Doug Roman  December 5 
Adrianne Santiago December 9 
Margaret Van Scoy December 11 
Mabel Kolarik  December 12 
Carol McKimm  December 14 
Drew Heller  December 15 
Linda Lancashire December 19 
Hannah Venable  December 20 
Lester Brown  December 23 
Gary Horton  December 23 
Robert Henderson December 24 
Shirley Cary  December 25 
Peggy Ingalls  December 25 
Linda Tvorik  December 28 
Gracie Haga   December 30 
Dave Palumbo  December 31 
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Donna and Jerry Roan   December 15 
 Judy and Jeffery Arter   December 17 
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Darlene MilavickasðLeader of Shared Goods 
 
It is the busy time of year for the 
Shared Goods. We have had a lot of 
donations to put out for our friends to 
take. Also it is time to put out the 
Christmas decorations for them to 
choose from. Cindy Bagocius will be 
arranging the new items and new 
clothes that have been donated for our 
Christmas Shop. The shop will be 
open Dec.5

th
, 18

th
 and 19

th
 for         

everyone. 
 
Dear Lord, we thank you for all that 
you provide for us to carry out this 
ministry which provides help to those 
needing clothes and house hold goods. Give us guidance that we can come up with 
more ways to provide for the needy. In Jesus name we pray. Amen 

Christmas morning  
 9:00AM 


