
Zion Lutheran Church  
349 Lindy Lane NW   
North Canton, OH 44720                
An ELCA Congregation 
 
Return Service Requested
  

  Zionôs Staff 
Pastor: The Rev. William Weidenbach, Jr. 
 Mobile: 850-766-5853 
 Email: Pastor@zion-nc.com 
 
Administrative Assistant: Tina Taylor  
            Phone: 330-499-3909 
            Email: Office@zion-nc.com 
  

IT Manager: Tobias Rhodes 
            Email: Tech@Zion-NC.com 
            Website: www.zion-nc.com 

Like us on Facebook@zionnorthcanton 

 

Worship Services   
Sunday Morning:   9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 
Wednesday Evening:  7:00 p.m. Casual  Worship 

Service 
*Services are streamed through Facebook 
 

Office hours  
9:00am to 3:00pm   M-F 
Doors open at 9am 

Council Members 
 

Jim FidlerðPresident 
Darlene MilavickasðVice President 
Jayne SchraderðSecretary 
Beth ShaheenðTreasurer 

G. Scott GrossðCaring Ministry 
Debbie FoxðLearning Ministry 
Tina LinzðParish Life Ministry 
George MillerðProperty Ministry 
John RhodesðResource Ministry 
Susan WhalenðWitness Ministry 
Paul BagociusðWorship Ministry 

Statement of Purpose:  
Zion matters to the community by showing the love of Jesus Christ 

The Zion Herald  
Proclaiming Good News                November 2023 
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 ºLET US COME INTO HIS PRESENCE WITH THANKSGIVING; 
let us  make a joyful noise to him with songs of 
praise!"    

                                                                           Psalm 95:2   
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Message from our President 
 
 November is the month we associate with the onset of the Holiday Season and, of 
course, giving thanks to our Divine Creator for the Blessings He has bestowed upon us.  
Our Sunday Worship Service on November 12 will be a recognition of the contributions 
our veterans have made to the preservation of our freedom and way of life. On        
Thanksgiving Day weôll reflect on our many Blessings and thank God for all that we truly 
value in our lives- family, friends, neighbors, pets- and for those activities that stimulate 
us intellectually, physically, emotionally and spiritually. Zionôs Sunday Evening Advent 
Services will begin on Thanksgiving weekend and continue into December.    
 
            As Christians we are thankful for Christôs message of service to others. This 
Congregation  recognizes that our talents, physical capabilities, cognitive capacities and 
financial assets are all resources God has entrusted to our care with the expectation we 
will employ those resources in service to others. Our belief that as a church we must 
look outward and consider the welfare of others is encapsulated in our Statement of  
Purpose: ñZion matters to the Community by showing the love of Jesus Christ.ò  
      
            We on Church Council are thankful that at the Congregational Meeting on       
October 22 the Members of the Congregation had the foresight to approve the 2024 
Mission Spending Proposal, thereby signaling their faith  in the ability of our Ministry   
Elders to prudently employ the vast resources entrusted to our care in a manner that  
effectively and efficiently accomplishes our Mission of service to others. What the     
Congregation approved on October 22 is NOT an inwardly focused  prescription for  
paying bills and maintaining the physical property so that Zion can merely survive.      
Rather, it is a blueprint for Zion to THRIVE as a vibrant member of the community by 
making the most of the resources God has entrusted to us. 
 
           Zionôs successful navigation of the rough seas brought about by the Covid     
pandemic has taught us that the God of abundance rewards faithful stewardship and will 
support servants who act upon His Commandment to love one another.      
 

Lord, thank You for making us a Congregation cognizant of the abundant resources You 
have entrusted to our care and of the beauty of Your Divine Plan calling for all of Your 
created beings to live lives inextricably intertwined with each other. Continue to instill in 
us the wisdom and desire to use all that You have entrusted to our care in service to 
others. In Jesusô Name we pray. Amen. 

 
   

Respectfully submitted,  
 
Jim Fidler  
Council President  
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Blood Drive Update  -  Sunday, October 8

th
   

 
Thank you to everyone who came out to donate blood on October 8th!  There 
were 12 people who came out to donate, and 12 units of blood were collected 
which will help up to 36 people.   
 
To date, Zionôs Blood Drives have collected 331 units (almost 40 gallons) help-
ing to save or sustain the lives of 993 people.  Thanks be to God for everyone 
who is willing to donate blood and give the gift of life! 
 
Some important facts from Vitalant: 
Approximately 50% of donated blood with Vitalant come from mobile blood drives like Zionôs. In 

2022, over 52,000 new donors donated at mobile drives which helps 
sustain the stability of the nationôs blood supply. 
Every 2 seconds someone needs blood in the US. 
Approximately 29,000 units of red blood cells are needed every day in 
the US./ 
 

There is still a critical need for blood so 
please give if you can. It truly is the gift of life!  
 
 
 

The following is our last Blood Drive for 2023:  
Sunday, December 17

th
, 2023  10am-2pm 

 
You can schedule your own appointment, or Debbie Fox can 

schedule one for you.  If the above dates donôt work with your schedule, 
you can go to the Vitalant Donation Center at 4119 Tuscarawas St West, 
Canton, OH 44708. Call 877-258-4825 or schedule an appointment online. 

 
To make your own appointment online go to: 

Vitalant.org 
Click on ñdonateò 
Click on ñschedule an appointmentò 
And search by city, zip and date 
Or use ñAdvanced Searchò and Group code: U1525 

Please mark your calendars for our 2024 Blood Drives at Zion: 
 
Sunday, Feb 18th, 2024  10am ï 2pm 
Sunday, April1 4th, 2024  10am ï 2pm 
Wednesday, June 12th, 2024 (3:00-7:00pm) 
Wednesday, August 7th, 2024 (3:00-700pm) 
Sunday, October 13th, 2024  10am ï 2pm 
Sunday, December 15th, 2024  10am ï 2pm 

 



Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church                                                                       November  2023 

22 

Comfort Givers  -  Darlene Milavickas 
 
I am sending a big thank you out to everyone for all the time and work you 
put in to making the quilts for LWR (Lutheran World Relief), Refuge of Hope, 
our Habitat families and our special ones throughout the year.  We took 17 
boxes to Jerusalem Lutheran Church in Seville, Ohio to be sent to LWR.  
We had 50 quilts, 10 school kits and 10 personal care kits for them. It was 
wonderful to see all the trucks and cars lined up to unload their boxes into 
the large semi truck for LWR. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We already started making quilts for next yearôs delivery to LWR with plans 
to make others for the Refuge of Hope and Veterans at Harmonycares. 
 
We would love to have more people to help with making the quilts and   
comforters. We are trying to expand our ministry to include local charities 
that need help.  Please pray on joining us in this ministry.  If you can sew or 
even if you canôt sew we can still use you.  We meet the 2

nd
 and 4

th
      

Thursday from 10 ï 12PM.  If you canôt make Thursdays, there are sewers 
that work on Mondays from 10 -12PM.  You can contact Darlene for more 
information at 330-412-4336. 
 
Attention!! Looking for individuals that knit or crochet to make a few prayer 
shawls we can send out to people. Materials provided. Please contact     
Darlene at 330-412-4336.  Thank you! 
 
 
Dear Lord, We thank you for giving us the materials and talent to do your 
work and to share our love for others. You ask us to help our brothers and 
sisters, to provide for them.  Please help us to see ways that we can do this, 
to expand our ministry and show them your love. 
In Jesus name we pray, Amen. 
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Adult Sunday School 
Calling all adults! Join us in Coffee Connection area after Sunday 
service at 10:15 am for coffee, delicious treats and Bible          
discussion.  The group, led by Pastor William, is discussing the 
book, ñAutopsy of a Deceased Church (subtitle ï 12 Ways to 
Keep Yours Alive)ò by Thom S. Rainer, for 14 weeks.  The    
chapters in this book will give important insight into how we can 
move Zion forward in positive and meaningful ways that align 
with our mission! 

Confirmation & High School Classes 
These classes meet Sunday mornings at 10:15 am.  Join us at 
the Coffee Connection and then we will head off to classes.    

Cindy Bagocius leads our Confirmation classes studying the ñHere We Standò curriculum 
and Renee Keith is our High School leader using t.b.d curriculum. Both curriculum provide 
age appropriate and relevant topics for their respective groups.   
 
Bible Adventure Pre-K thru 6

th
 Grades 

Sunday Bible Adventure meets every Sunday at 10:15 am after service 
in our classrooms in the back hall.  Join us for great lessons from Whirl, 
games, crafts and snacks and have your kids bring a friend.   
 
We will also be working on Thanksgiving service projects this month along with our regular 
lessons.  These projects will share Godôs love with people in need in our community,   
specifically our friends at Siffrin and the Zion Food Pantry! 
 

Womenôs Bible Study       
Calling all women!  You are invited to join our November Bible Study 
session on Monday, November 6

th
. Cindy Bagocius will lead one 

session at Zion from 10 ï 11 am.  Call Cindy at 234-207-3638 for 
more information. 
  

 Ruth Reinoehl will host a second session from 7- 8 p.m, at her home (407  9th 
Street, North Canton) Monday, November 6

th
. Her contact number is 330-284-6068. 

 Our last session for 2023 will be Monday, December 4
th
. Cindy will host a morning 

session and Ruth will host an evening session. 
 Come and devote an hour in the Word and in the company of each otherò as we  
discuss the Bible Study from the ELCAôs GATHER Magazine.   
. 
Weekly ZOOM Bible Discussion 
Bible discussions for adults are on Thursdays at 9 am by Zoom.  Please contact Tina 
Taylor in the church office if you would like the Zoom link to be part of this discussion. 
¶  The weekly lessons and Gospel message are discussed during the session. 
¶   If this time doesnôt work, contact Pastor William to set up a time that does. 
¶ We encourage everyone to join the weekly Bible discussions ï please let us know how   
we can make joining this discussion easier and inviting to you! 

 
Dear God, help us to open our minds, our ears and our hearts to what You are telling us, 
and to do what You want us to!  Guide us in our pursuit of learning your Word every day. 
Amen 
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work, running food to the crafters, and who filled in 
wherever they were needed.  We are so grateful for 
all of the hours you put in!  We could not have such 
an  awesome and successful show without every-
oneôs help!  Thank you! Thank you!  Thank You!  
You are all greatly appreciated!  Praise God!  
 
Finally, thank you to everyone who supported this 
yearôs show by donating items for the bake sale and 
raffle, buying raffle and German dinner tickets, pray-
ing for the show and all involved, coming to  
 
 

 
the show and supporting our crafters/vendors, 
taking care of the administrative duties and/or 
putting a yard sign out. This event is so            
important because it raises money to help build 
safe and affordable homes for the deserving   
families that are part of the Habitat Faith Builds.  
Thanks be to God for everyone who had a part in 
sharing Godôs love with our community. 
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Fall Charity Craft Show Update 
 

We had a great day at this yearôs Craft Show!  There 
were 40 awesome crafters/vendors that filled 56 tables in 
the gym, Coffee Connection room and Youth Hall. We 
had steady foot traffic, delicious food from the concession 
area which included our amazing German dinners, a 
Bake Sale full of delectable treats from some amazing 
bakers and fabulous raffle items!  We received a lot of 
positive feedback and compliments about how friendly 
and helpful all of our volunteers were.  We were told the 
show keeps getting better and better by one crafter and 
another told us it was the best one we have had!  Praise 
God for the great crafters/vendors, awesome volunteers 

and all the people that came out to support the show.  We raised $4850 from all the proceeds 
this year to support the Habitat for Humanity Faith Build Program ï Thanks be to God!!! 
 
Congratulations to this yearôs Raffle Winners: 
 

Christmas Quilt (crafted by Zionôs Comfort  
Givers) ï John Rhodes 
Delicious Treats Basket ï Vicki Lutz 
OSU Fan-tastic Basket ï Debbie K. 
Lottery Ticket Wreath ï Mary Humbert 
Puppy Love Basket ï Mike F. 
Cat-tastic Goodies ï Vicki Lutz 
Cavs Swag Basket ï Gary C. 
Equal Exchange Pumpkin ï Jen W. 

 
There are so many thank youôs for this yearôs show!  
First, thank you to Jayne Schrader for being our Craft 
Show Coordinator.  All of your hard work and commit-
ment are so greatly appreciated, Jayne!  Second, a 
huge thank you to Dave Palumbo for coordinating and 
cooking the German dinners and to Darlene    
Milavickas for helping him.  The dinners were          
delicious and received many compliments!  Thank 
you to those who donated tickets for these dinners ï 
our Food Pantry friends were very appreciative.      
Another huge thank you to Connie Riffle and Janet 
Slease for coordinating and taking care of the        
concession area with the help of Melissa & Matt      
Leisure.  Everyone was well fed and happy all day 
long!  Next, thank you to all of the volunteers who helped with set up, tear down, loading and 
unloading the craftersô items, selling    raffle tickets, selling the bake sale items, plants and art 
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November brings back  the Holiday season way 
to soon.  It just seems like spring and   summer 
have passed by so fast. Thanksgiving is our 
largest outreach to our community  followed by 
Christmas. Thanksgiving and Christmas        
respectively account for our largest Food Pantry 
client participation. We as a church have a lot to 
be thankful for and you have always shared 
your generosity with our community. Thank you 
for your support. 

  

Supporting Teams: 
  

Handyman Services, leader - Ken Reinoehl 
Volunteer and Request forms are available on 
the bulletin board across from Pastorôs Office.    
 
Visitations ï Ken Reinoehl  - No Report 
  

Transportation ï No Team Leader       

Assigned.  
 
Parish Nurse  ï Not Currently active. 
                                                                 
Prayer Chain ï Jayne Schrader   
  
Funeral Reception Meals ï No Report 

Feed a Friend ï Laura Thompson 
One family served in September. 

Blood Program ï Debbie Fox 
The next Blood drive will be Sunday December 
17
th
 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM. Thank you for your 

support. 

Comfort Givers ï Darlene Milavickas 
No Report. 

Greeting Cards ï No Report.  

O God, rule over our lives in Thy kingdom and 
help us to be obedient servants, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 G. Scott GrossðCaring Ministry Elder 

 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Community Cash Back program will 
run from August 1, 2023 ï February 15, 

2024. 
    Please bring in your Acme Receipts 
dated August 1, 2023 through February 
14, 2024. Zion will receive 5% of the 

Community Cash Back amount listed on 
the bottom of the receipt. 

Coffee & Donuts Social 
- Darlene Milavickas 
 
Join in every Sunday   
for Coffee, Donuts &  
Fellowship!        
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Chancel Flowers are available in memory 
or honor of your loved  one (s) or special              
occasion and are used in the Chapel for 
any  Sunday Service of your choice.  
 
They are only $20.00 each and you can  
order as many as you wish!  
 
You also get to take them home after the 

service and enjoy their beauty and your memories!!  
 
We currently have any Sunday in December available.       
Arrangements can be made in the front office.  
 

 
�������1�2�9�(�0�%�(�5���%�,�5�7�+�'�$�<�·�6 
 
Lisa Frock   November 9             
Tina Linz   November 12 
Mark Denman  November 24 
 
 

�:�(�/�&�2�0�(���2�8�5���1�(�:���'�,�6�&�,�3�/�(  

  
Grant Schilling 
  

ARE YOU RECEIVING  
THE WEEKLY ZION ACTIVITIES 

EMAIL??? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you would like to get on the email 
list for receiving current Activities,  
Notices and Updates about Zion, 

please call the office at                   
330-499-3909. 
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requirements of the program. Once the 
homes are completed, Habitat families pay 
an interest free, affordable mortgage for 
their homes. Habitat is a great organization 
that equips and supports deserving people 
in different communities with amazing    
results! They bring diverse groups together 
in love and peace for a common cause. 
Praise God! 
 
I want to thank Dave Palumbo,            
Mark Denman, Doug Roman for representing Zion at the dedication. My hope and pray-
er is that our future Craft Shows and efforts to raise funds for Habitat will be successful 
so we can continue to support the Faith Build Program in 2024 and beyond. It is such an 
important project.  Diverse Faith groups (all different parts of one body) come  together, 
unified as one for the greater good ï to build safe and affordable homes for very deserv-

ing people. Godôs Love in Action!  He provides! I think our 
yellow shirts say it best: Godôs Work, Our Hands!  Thanks 
be to God for all the talents given to all the people in-
volved with the builds this year, and thanks to everyone 
for all of your prayers and support for this yearôs Faith 
Build!   
 
We are already looking forward to next yearôs Faith Build 
and hope you will all consider getting involved! 

 
You can check out more photos from this yearôs Faith Build at: 
 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/habitateco/sets/72177720307150670/ 
  
 

 


