
Zion Lutheran Church  
349 Lindy Lane NW   
North Canton, OH 44720                
An ELCA Congregation 
 
Return Service Requested
  

 

Statement of Purpose:  
Zion matters to the community by showing the love of Jesus Christ 

  Zionôs Staff 
Pastor: The Rev. William Weidenbach, Jr. 
 Mobile: 850-766-5853 
 Email: Pastor@zion-nc.com 
 
Administrative Assistant: Tina Taylor  
            Phone: 330-499-3909 
            Email: Office@zion-nc.com 
  

IT Manager: Ray LePelley 
            Email: Tech@Zion-NC.com 
            Website: www.zion-nc.com 

Like us on Facebook@zionnorthcanton 

Council Members 
 

Jim FidlerðPresident 
Darlene MilavickasðVice President 
Jayne SchraderðSecretary 
Beth ShaheenðTreasurer 

G. Scott GrossðCaring Ministry 
Debbie FoxðLearning Ministry 
Tina LinzðParish Life Ministry 
George MillerðProperty Ministry 
John RhodesðResource Ministry 
Susan WhalenðWitness Ministry 
Paul BagociusðWorship Ministry 

Worship Services   
Sunday Morning:   9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 
Wednesday Evening:  7:00 p.m. Casual  Worship 

Service 
Services are streamed through Facebook 
 

Office hours  
9:00am to 3:00pm   M-F 
Doors open at 9am 

The Zion Herald  
Proclaiming Good News       March 2024 

 

Bulletin Board by Christian Education teachers and families 

Bible Adventure  -  Sundayôs 10:15am 
 

Pre-K thru 6th grade 
 

Free and open to the public 
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Message from our President: 
    
     In 2024 the month of March envelopes the Season of Lent- the journey of introspection and 
the search for wisdom and understanding culminating in Palm Sunday and Easter. And it is a 
time when we must continue to focus on efforts to practice wise stewardship.    
Stewardship encompasses not just our financial abundance but all of the blessings God has  
bestowed upon us. Ash Wednesdayôs admonition that ñto dust we shall returnò reminds us that 
we have a finite amount of time in which to employ all of the resources God has entrusted to our 
care to strengthen our souls and open our hearts to the resurrected Christ.   
As we Lutherans observe Lent with devotion and attention to spiritual disciplines let us ask   
ourselves if we are wisely stewarding our time, our health, our intelligence, our God given      
talents and our relationship with family and friends to enhance our ability to fulfill Godôs         
purposes as a disciple of Jesus. We must ask ourselves if we are utilizing the many resources 
entrusted to our care in a manner that enhances and joins them together in pursuing fulfillment 
of Godôs mission. Finally, we need to recognize opportunities to enrich our lives through           
generosity and service to others.   
 
     On the third Sunday in Lent, March 3, 2024, we will be holding a Congregational Meeting  
immediately following the 9:00AM Worship Service.  At the Meeting we will be asking the    
Congregation to help those of us on Council evaluate the efficiency and effectiveness of the  
activities of our various Ministries in furthering the mission of service to others. And we will be 
electing individuals to serve on Council in various Ministry positions. We are seeking individuals 
willing to assume the duties of the Caring, Resource and Social Ministries. These are            
challenging Ministries, requiring varying degrees of financial and administrative skills coupled 
with imagination, a keen intellect and vision. We are humbly requesting that those of you in a 
position to do so prayerfully ask yourselves if at this point in your life you are physically and 
spiritually prepared to step forward to assume a leadership position and devote your time and 
energies to ensuring the success of these Ministries which play such a vital role in making Zion 
matter to the community by showing the Love of Jesus Christ.      

     Lord, thank You for entrusting to our care all those resources needed to nourish our souls 
and help us become closer to You. Help us to fulfill the Commandment to love one another. In 
Jesusô Name we pray. Amen.     

Respectfully submitted, 
Jim Fidler 
Council President 

  
 

CONGREGATIONAL  
MEETING 

 
MARCH 3, 2024 

 
After Worship Service 
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Scout  
Sunday 

  
February 4  
9am Worship 
Service 

 
Over 40 
Scouts and 
their families 
came for the 
service and 
reception!  

Pack 12 held its annual Pinewood Derby on January 28th and had 32 scouts participate this year. 
In this competition, each scout builds a car to race from a kit (a block of pine, wheels, and axles) 
and whatever other decorations they might dream up. Scouts are free to make whatever design 
they can think of that fits within the rules. The derby has separate races for each grade-level and a 
championship race at the end. During the check-in and during the races the scouts and their         
families can vote on the cars for various fan-favorite categories and enjoy some pizza and 
snacks. At the end of the day, everyone had a great time and already thinking about next year's 
build. 
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Food Pantry News  -  Debbie Fox 
 
As a member of the Stark County Hunger Task Force Network, 
we are required to complete an annual Pantry Survey for SCHTF.  
This yearôs survey was submitted in February and it covers       
statistical information, how we are doing as a pantry with          
volunteers and financial support and how the SCHTF can help us, 
and how we source our food. A few statistical highlights from this 
yearôs survey for Zionôs Pantry: 64,599 pounds of food distributed, 
1,812 households served (8.3% increase from 2022), 4,281    

people served (6.7% increase from 2022).  We 
have seen an increase in those numbers over the 
past few years. 
 
February was a busy month for the Pantry with 93 
families served during the first distribution and  97 
families served during the second. Thanks be to 
God for providing what we have needed!  We truly 
appreciate all the support we receive from food   
donations from the congregation and community in 
addition to the financial support from the Stark 
County Hunger Task Force. We also want to send a huge thank you to all of our volunteers 
who make it all happen! 

 
This month, we would like to do a little something extra 
for Easter for our Pantry families. We will be collecting 
toothpaste and laundry detergent for our March 18

th
      

distribution. If you would like to help out, those items can 
be left in the wagon by Sunday March 17

th
. 

 
How else can you continue to 
help?  We have set up on the 
Monday before our distribution 
dates from 9 -11 am.  Sign up 

sheets are on the Food Pantry door or you can call the Church  
Office if you are interested. On distribution days (1

st
 & 3

rd
        

Tuesdays of the month) we start at 9:30 am with final set up,     
volunteer lunch starts at 11:30am, pantry clients lunch 12:15 pm, 
and food distribution for 1 -2 pm with tear down to follow. We     

appreciate any time you may have 
available to volunteer from 9:30 am ï 
2:30 pm on those Tuesdays. If you are 
not able to help on Mondays or      
Tuesdays, you can always donate nonperishable food items. Our 
most needed items include spaghetti sauce, canned fruit, jelly, 
canned soup, boxed  cereal or oatmeal and toilet paper. Please 
consider adding one item to your grocery list.  
 
Please see Debbie Fox if you have any questions or would like 
more information about volunteer opportunities!  
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CARING MINISTRY  -  G. Scott Gross 

March, spring is in the air, but not necessarily 
on the ground; however, it is still a season of 
hope and renewal. Godôs creatures all snap 
into high activity reflecting back on the pass-
ing of a hard winter. Therefore, we as Chris-
tians can reinforce our faith by watching the 
world renew and share in the hope of things to 
come. 

Supporting Teams: 
  
Handyman Services - Ken Reinoehl 
Volunteer and Request forms are  available 
on the bulletin board across from Pastorôs   
Office. One Family used handyman services 
in January.  
 
Visitations - Ken Reinoehl 
No Report. 
 
Transportation ï No Team Leader assigned. 
 
Prayer Chain ï Jayne Schrader 
If you would like to make a request, please 
contact Jayne at Prayer@zion-nc.com. 

Funeral Reception Meals ï Darlene 
Milavickas No Report. 
 
Feed a Friend ï Laura Thompson  
No requests in January. 

Blood Program  -   Debbie Fox 
The next blood drive will be Sunday April 14

th
, 

2024 10:00 AM ï 2:00 PM. 

Comfort Givers ï Darleen Milavickas. 
No report. 

 
Greeting Cards  - No report. 
  
Lord, help us through all the trials and        
tribulations that we encounter in our daily 
lives. Amen. 

 

NEOSWO  -  Ruth Reinoehl 

Mark your calendar for April 27
th
, The 

North East Ohio Synodical Womenôs     

Organization (NEOSWO) of the Women of 

the ELCA will be having a gathering you 

wonôt want to miss! They will be featuring 

a character portrayal of Dorothy Fulheim 

about her life. They will also be offering a 

class on how to navigate the NEOSWO 

website along with a short Biblical         

program. It will be held 9am ï 2pm at 

Grace Lutheran Church in Wadsworth, 

carpooling will be available. The luncheon 

will be potluck, with everyone bringing a 

dish - looking forward to a large crowd so 

there will be plenty of choices. We will put 

more information in the Sunday bulletin as 

time gets near the event. Hope to see you 

there! 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Every Sunday Evening in 

Lent 
 

Dinner  -  5:30pm 
 

Worship Service  -  6:15pm 
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LEARNING MINISTRYï Debbie Fox 

Bible Adventure - Pre-K thru 6
th
 Grades  

Sunday Bible Adventure meets Sunday mornings at 
10:15am after service 
in our classrooms in 
the back hall. Bring a 
friend or two for fun 

and  learning about the Bible and how much God loves us! Miss 
Connie and Miss Janet teach great lessons that include games, 
crafts and snack.   
 
Adult Christian Education 
Join us after Sunday service at 10:15 am for coffee, delicious treats and an hour of learning 
and discussion. The group, led by Pastor William, recently finished a discussion on the book, 
ñAutopsy of a Deceased Church -12 Ways to Keep Yours Aliveò. Their next topic of discussion 
in March is Sumud: Following The Way of Jesus, A Holy Land Lenten Journey.  
 
Confirmation & High School Christian Ed 
We offer these classes Sunday mornings at 10:15am. Join us at the Coffee Bar after service, 
and we will head off to classes. Cindy Bagocius leads our Confirmation classes studying the 
ñHere We Standò curriculum and Renee Keith is our High School leader using t.b.d.             
curriculum.   
 
Womenôs Bible Study 
Marchôs Womenôs Bible Study will meet Monday, March 4

th
. Cindy Bagocius will lead a      

session at 1:30pm in her home (2308 Market Ave North, Canton), and Ruth Reinoehl will lead 
a session at 7pm in her home (407 9

th
 St NW, North Canton).   

 
The plan for 2024 is for the groups to meet on the first Monday of the month. They each      
devote an hour in the Word and in the company of each other discussing the Bible Study from 
the ELCAôs GATHER Magazine during the sessions. Please contact Cindy or Ruth if you are  
interested in joining or have any questions. They can provide you with the materials needed 
for discussion. Ruth is willing to do an additional session each week if those times donôt work 
for you.  Please contact Debbie Fox, or Ruth if you are interested in scheduling an additional 
meeting time. 
                             
Vacation Bible Adventure 
Mark your calendars! This summerôs Vacation Bible Adventure is June 24

th
 ï 28

th
! It will be a 

week-long adventure in Godôs Big Backyard for the kids and volunteers.  
Daily themes will include serve family, serve friends, serve neighbors, serve 
community and serve Jesus. The week will run Monday thru Thursday 9am - 
12:30pm and Friday 9am ï 1pm. Vacation Bible Adventure is designed for 
kids age 4 through those who have completed 5

th
 grade. We also have a 

group for Middle School and High School kids who would like to help out. 
We are looking forward to an awesome week full of serving Jesus! Stay 
tuned for more details!   
   

  

 Dear God, help us open our minds, our ears and our hearts to what You are telling us, 
and to do Your will!  Guide us in our pursuit of learning and walking in your Word   
every day. Amen 
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Wernle Youth & Family Treatment Center          
Transition 

 
Wernle is transitioning their services in February due 
to some challenges they have been experiencing. 
Please see the following letter from Wernleôs             
leadership explaining this transition.  
 
We will continue to support Wernle, especially with 
our prayers for discernment of Godôs will. 

 
 



Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church                                                                        March 2024 

16 

          Lent/Easter Schedule 2024 

 
February 14     7pm  Ash Wednesday Service 
______________________________________________________  
February 18     9am Worship Service  -  First Sunday in Lent 
                          5:30 Meal 
                          6:15 Worship Service 
______________________________________________________ 
February 21     7pm Worship Service  -  Second Sunday in Lent 

February 25     9am Worship Service    
                          5:30 Meal 
                          6:15 Worship Service 
______________________________________________________ 
February 28     7pm Worship Service  -  Third Sunday in Lent 

March 3            9am Worship Service    
                          5:30 Meal 
                          6:15 Worship Service 
______________________________________________________ 
March 6            7pm Worship Service  -  Fourth Sunday in Lent 

March 10          9am Worship Service    
                          5:30 Meal 
                          6:15 Worship Service 
______________________________________________________ 
March 13          7pm Worship Service  -  Fifth Sunday in Lent 

March 17          9am Worship Service    
                          5:30 Meal 
                          6:15 Worship Service 
______________________________________________________ 

March 20          7pm Worship Service   -  Palm Sunday Observance 

March 24          9am Worship  Service  -  Palm Sunday 
______________________________________________________ 
                         Holy Week 
 
March 27          NO Worship Service 

March 28          7pm Worship Service  -  Maundy Thursday 

March 29          7:30pm Worship Service  -  Good Friday 
______________________________________________________ 

March 31          9am Worship Service  -  Easter Sunday 

  
 
             Please retain this schedule for the Lent/Easter Season.  
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The men are still meeting  
the LAST SATURDAY of each month (except 
May = Memorial Day  weekend). We are back 
to  doing a Bible Study. Each month, I am now  
emailing the Bible text to those interested, the 
Sunday before our  meeting. I am also adding 
some of the questions you might want to think 
about  beforehand. If you would like to receive 
those  questions at the beginning of the week 
before our study, just give me your email       
address, and I will include your name along 
with the rest. Even if you donôt get to the text or 
questions before hand, come and join in the 
discussion any way. And you are always       
encouraged to bring someone along with you. 
Our discussion text for March will be Hebrews 
13:1-25.  A  sample of the questions will be 
emailed the weekend before our session. 
 
GAME TIME will be on MARCH 9

TH
 ï 4 pm till 

whenever. 
 
Whether in the menôs group or not, part of     
being a Christian, is US sharing our love of 
Christ with all those we come into contact with.  
Of course, inviting them to come to church for  
worship, functions, or just inviting them to a cup 
of coffee/tea and conversation, is a priority.  
Getting to know them and making sure they 
know that God loves them and so do you, can 
still be accomplished, even if they donôt accept 
your invitation.  It is vital that we always ñplant 
the seedò until it begins to sprout. 
 
 

Donôt forget the HANDYMEN are still offering 
their services for those pesky óodd jobsô that we 
all have around the house that need to be 
done.  We can always use more hands, if you 
would like to lend a hand, just let me know and 
I will add your name to the óhelpersô list.  
 
For the rest of you, give us those ñTO DOò jobs, 
we will gladly ñGIT óER DONE!ò    
 
It is safe to say that those making requests 
have been more than satisfied with the          
results. One early request resulted in finding it 
necessary to call an actual plumber. In the last 
year we have carried a mattress and box 
springs out to be picked up by the trashmen, 
replaced back porch steps, painted a bedroom, 
repaired a back door, and completed a few  
other requests, all at no cost to the                  
recipients. One recipient was so grateful, that 
she baked two cherry pies that were also 
shared during Adult Classes after church. The 
men have enjoyed helping deal with these 
needs. 

 

Hey  
 you      
guys 

 
LENTEN EVENING 
WORSHIP        

SERVICE  EVERY    
SUNDAY AT 6:15PM  



Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church                                                                        March 2024 

6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Debbie Fox and Darlene Milavickas 

March Birthdayôs 
 

LJ Brown   March 2 
Linda Weidenbach  March 4 
Mel Whalen   March 6 
Melvin Lindberg  March 8 
Brian Kay   March 17 
Elijah Haga   March 17 
Brody Davis   March 17 
Corlene Coulter  March 22 
Robert Frock   March 27 
Ken Reinoehl   March 28 
John Rhodes   March 30 
Betty Boettler   March 31 
 

 
 

March Anniversaries 
Joe and Gail Vogt 
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WORSHIP MINISTRYðPaul Bagocius  

 
Our immediate planning is focused on the March Easter season services. Part of 
that planning includes conducting a survey at the beginning of March to see if there 
is interest in an Easter Sunrise Service (in addition to our 9am service). See below. 
 
Did You Know???  We offer two weekly services that parallel each oth-
er:  Wednesday at 7pm and Sunday at 9am. Worshiping our God, hearing the  
weekly Bible scripture, and listening to the Pastor's message is too important to 
miss. Just remember, God is expecting you! 
 
As Cottage Meetings develop in the coming weeks, a question will focus on building 
our attendance during Advent/Lent evening services. This will help us gain insight 
on how to make these services more valuable and spiritually fulfilling to you.   
 
Our sound system in the worship space and on the internet needs improvement. 
Too many squeals, humming's, and cracklings do not make the "joyful noise"    
mentioned in the Bible. Our Ministry will be looking at assessing our system to solve 
these problems. 
 
Our God, may our worship services be a pleasing sound to you!  And may we, Your 
people (and not the audio equipment), make a joyful noise as we worship You . 
Amen 


