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 Welcome from Presiding Minister (PM) 
 
                            Please stand as you are able 
                      Congregation responses are in bold 
 
Alleluia!  Christ is risen. 
 Christ is risen, indeed.  Alleluia! 

Jesus Christ was raised from the dead: 
 That we might walk in the newness of life! 

Because He Lives: 
 We, too, shall live to the praise of God’s glory! 

Nothing, not even death, can ever separate us from the embrace of 
God’s love: 
 God has given us His love as a gift, which is ours through 
Christ our Lord. 
  
      Turn to follow the cross as it processes through the worship space 
   Welcome Jesus into our presence 
 
  
  

         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Zion  
Evangelical 
Lutheran  
Church 
 
Zion matters to the 
community by 
showing the love of 
Jesus Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

www.zion-nc.com 

WIFI = Zion Guest 
No password required 

Like us on Facebook 

@zionnorthcanton 

STAFFED CHILD 
CARE  

Available during      
worship service 

Continued on next page 
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Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
 Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are raised with him to new life. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning you created us in your image 
and planted us in a well-watered garden. 
In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched, 
and you gave us water from the rock. 
 When we did not know the way, 
you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. 
At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side, 
and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life. 
 We praise you for your salvation through water, 
for the water in this font, and for all water everywhere. 
Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only you can give. 
           To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the  

Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen. 
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Let us pray. 

O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish our 
life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness of your 
joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
 

Please be seated 
 
 

A reading from Acts:                                         (Acts 8:26-40,  Pew Bible, New Testament, page 96)  
 
The reading concludes with: 
Word of God, Word of Life 
 Thanks be to God 
 
 
Psalm Paraphrase 
(Read responsively                                            
the indented lines)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A reading from 1 John:                                (1 John 4:7-21, Pew Bible, New Testament, page 188) 
 
The reading concludes with: 
Word of God, Word of Life 
 Thanks be to God 

 
Please stand as you are able 
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The holy gospel according to St. John          (John 15:1-8,  Pew Bible, New Testament, page 84)
 Glory to you, O Lord 
 
The reading concludes with: 
The Gospel of the Lord 
 Praise to you, O Christ 
 
       Please be seated 
 
Children’s Time with Pastor 
 
Sermon 
 

Please stand as you are able 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

  

 
 



8 

 

AM: Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, the 
world, and all those in need of good news. 

                     A brief silence for personal prayer 

We pray for the church around the world, for all ministers, and for the mission of the gospel. Keep 
all the newly baptized and confirmed in your care. Cleanse our hearts with your word and help us 
to abide in you always. God of grace, 
 hear our prayer. 
 
For the well-being of the earth and of all created things: for rivers and lakes, streams and estuar-
ies, melting glaciers and polluted waters. Renew the face of the earth and shower us with your          
goodness. God of grace, 
 hear our prayer. 
 
For the nations and all those in authority: for local, state, and national leaders, for elected              
representatives at every level, and for international organizations, that justice and peace may 
reign. God of grace, 
 hear our prayer. 
 
For all those in need: for any experiencing homelessness or unemployment, for those fleeing from 
oppression or seeking asylum, and for all who are ill or suffering. God of grace, 
 hear our prayer. 
 
For all congregations: for the caring ministries of all faith communities, for all who visit and          
minister to one another, for all who take communion to homes or care centers, and for all who 
seek to share your love with the world. God of grace, 
 hear our prayer.  
 
Thank you for the life of our birthday siblings, 
 Jane Fairman, Ava Medina, Chris Thompson, Keith Haga, Cindy Bagocius,                  

John Long, Dick Seeton, and Art Brakus 
 
With thanksgiving for the saints who rest from their labors. Help us, like them, to bear much fruit 
and to become your disciples, and at the last, bring us to that heavenly banquet where all will 
feast together at your table. God of grace, 
 hear our prayer. 
 
Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your abiding 
love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. 
 Amen. 

The Offering of our tithes, gifts and sacrifices is gathered for the mission of Christ’s church, including the 
care of those in need. 

ELECTRONIC GIVING  

PC = https://onrealm.org/ZionLutheranChurchNC/give/now 

Smartphone = https://onrealm.org/ZionLutheranChurchNC/give/now 

OR Scan QR code for mobile giving 
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AM: Let us enthusiastically pray our prayer of stewardship, Holy Lord, 
 I gladly return, for your work, a portion of your abundant provision to me. All that I 

have is yours alone, entrusted Lord, to my care. Amen. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus 
Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed 
death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all 
the  witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and  
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Words of Institution  -  Please look up, Pastor will be speaking these words 
 

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for his coming. 
 Come, Lord Jesus 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh 
in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your Light. Bring the gift of peace on earth.  
 Come, Holy Spirit 

All praise and glory are yours, Holy God, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High, one 
God, now and forever. 
 Amen. 
 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory. 
Forever and ever. Amen. 
 
  
The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. Come and eat at God’s  
table. 
 Thanks be to God! 
 
        Please be seated 

 
Communion Music: Offrande                                                                               By: Flor Peters 
 
   Please stand as you are able                                  

                                                                                                  
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
 Amen 
 
AM: Let us pray, 

Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with 
your love. Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and share 
the abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and friend. Amen. 

       

The Lord’s Supper (Communion) at this congregation is practiced as an open table – all are         
welcome. Jesus said this is his body and blood given and shed for you;  

come receive the loving grace God provides for you. 

Those who do not commune may come forward for a blessing, for all are loved by God. 

Children who commune at their home congregation are encouraged to commune here today too. 

Gluten free wafers available. Request at time of receiving communion. 
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AM: Let us enthusiastically commit to our mission as we pray, 
 Lord, my hope and strength comes from you. Open my eyes and heart to become 
the person you want me to be; a person who cares for the widows and orphans, 
feeds the hungry, clothes the naked, frees the oppressed, and visits the sick and  
imprisoned. Give me and this congregation a vision to make a difference in our  
community. Enliven me to spread the good news of your Son. I pray this all for      
Jesus’s sake. Amen. 

 
 
PM: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
        The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
        The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 
         Amen 
 

Turn to follow the cross as it processes through the Worship Space. 
Then follow it out to join in God’s work. 
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AM: Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 
 Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
 
Postlude: Cortege                                                                                                  By: Flor Peters 
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R  G  M  
 HELP BEAUTIFY OUR WORSHIP SPACE 

 FOR PENTECOST  

SUNDAY,  MAY 19, 2024 
 

I wish to order ________ Geraniums at $7.50 per plant 

        _____     in memory of       

                  or  

      _____      in honor of 
 
_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

Given by:_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

     Cash_________ Check# ________ Amount Paid________ 

  

       Make checks payable to: Zion Lutheran Church 

        Order deadline: Monday, May 13, 2024 



14 

 

Bible Readings for  
May 5 

 
~Acts 10:44-48 
~1 John  5:1-6 
~John 15:9-17 

Today’s Worship Leaders 
Assisting Minister: Beth Heller 
Acolyte: Ava Medina 
Accompanist: Carol Mckimm 
Audio/Visual Technicians: Paul Bagocius and Chris Thompson 
Chancel Guild: Connie Riffle and Lisa Frock 
Nursery Attendant: Amelia Milek 
Presiding Minister: Rev. William C. Weidenbach Jr.  
Reader: Nick Cignetti 
Trustees: John Long and Brian Milek 
                            Flowers in celebration of spring and a very special birthday! 

May 5, 2024 Worship Leaders  
 

Assisting Minister: Jim Fidler 
Acolyte: Eli Haga 
Accompanist: Carol McKimm 
Audio/Visual Technicians:   
 
Chancel Guild: Corlene Coulter and Linda Smith 
Nursery Attendant: Amelia Milek 
Presiding Minister: Rev. William C. Weidenbach Jr.  
Reader: Jayne Schrader 
Trustees:   

Flowers by: Jim Fidler in loving memory of      
                    Elaine M. Fidler and Frances Mejstrik 

This week we pray for:  
Mark, Cheryl, Robert and those affected by the war. 
Submit your prayer requests to Jayne Schrader at 
Prayer@Zion-NC.com 
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The Weekly News of Zion Lutheran Church  

Equal 
Exchange 
and Shared 
Goods 
Combine 
Forces for 
Earth Day! 

 

With every Equal Exchange                  
purchase, receive a  
grocery shopping bag! 

MAY 2, 2024 

The Worship Space open all day for silent prayers. 
                       Prayer cards provided!! 

Please join the reception 
for Vicki Givler’s 6 years              
of dedicated service !  

After Worship Service  
Sunday, May 5, 2024 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Today, 10:15 - 11:15 am 
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Let’s dig  
in together 

Bible Discussion  
Every Thursday  

7am  -  Offsite 
9am  -  Zoom 

 12pm  -  Zion Library 
 

Contact office for info 

Mark your calendars for the Stark Hunger Walk 
Sunday, May 5. Info on bulletin board in hallway 
All proceeds benefit the Stark County Regional 

Foodbank! 

Please support Team Zion and help us end 
hunger in our community. 

 
Collection deadline May 5th.  
$1 = 3 meals, fill a bag for $5   

 
Bags available in Coffee Bar Area.  

 ONLY $5.00!!!  
Help us try and reach our goal of 2000 Meals 

 

The Weekly News of Zion Lutheran Church Continued….. 

The  Zion 
Food Pantry 
is collecting  
plastic bags!  
 
Help us and 
the planet at 
the same 
time!! 

Contact Jayne Schrader 
Prayer@Zion-NC.com 

Mark your calendar 
for the 

 Mother’s Day 
Brunch Sunday, 

March 12th  
Following 

 Worship Service 

 
BOOK DISCUSSION 

FRIDAY MAY 3  
10AM 

 
Contact  

Linda Weidenbach for 
details  


