
 

Statement of Purpose:  
Zion matters to the community by showing the love of Jesus Christ 

  Zionôs Staff 
Pastor: The Rev. William Weidenbach, Jr. 
 Mobile: 850-766-5853 
 Email: Pastor@zion-nc.com 
 
Administrative Assistant: Tina Taylor  
            Phone: 330-499-3909 
            Email: Office@zion-nc.com 
  

IT Manager: Ray LePelley 
            Email: Tech@Zion-NC.com 
            Website: www.zion-nc.com 

Like us on Facebook@zionnorthcanton 

Council Members 
 

Jim FidlerðPresident 
Darlene MilavickasðVice President 
Jayne SchraderðSecretary 
Beth ShaheenðTreasurer 

G. Scott GrossðCaring Ministry 
Debbie FoxðLearning Ministry 
Tina LinzðParish Life Ministry 
George MillerðProperty Ministry 
John RhodesðResource Ministry 
Susan WhalenðWitness Ministry 
Paul BagociusðWorship Ministry 

Worship Services   
Sunday Morning:   9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 
Wednesday Evening:  7:00 p.m. Casual  Worship 

Service 
Services are streamed through Facebook 
 

Office hours  
9:00am to 3:00pm   M-F 
Doors open at 9am 

Zion Lutheran Church  
349 Lindy Lane NW   
North Canton, OH 44720                
An ELCA Congregation 
 
Return Service Requested
  

 

 

Proclaiming Good News       April 2024 

 

The Zion Herald  

 



Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church                                                                        April 2024 

2 

Message from our President: 
    
      The  month of April signals the onset of Spring. It is a time of evident abundance of life. 
Flowers and plants bloom. Animals come out of hibernation. We humans enjoy longer, milder 
days, green grass, and the rejuvenation brought by encounters with others.     
As  Christians we celebrate  the new life brought by Jesusô Resurrection.  On March 31,2024 
we joyfully proclaimed, ñChrist is Risen!  Risen Indeed! Alleluia!ò Those triumphant  words        
signal  Jesusô victory over the grave and announce for us the start of a new life, just as Spring 
ushers in a new beginning. 
 As we contemplate the hope and promise brought by the month of April  we embrace  
the new direction that Jesusô Resurrection brings to our lives. We turn away from the values and 
precepts of the world and look toward the Kingdom of God and opportunities to align             
ourselves with Godôs purposes and mission.    
 Spring is a time for reflection and reevaluation of our role as disciples of Christ and  
stewards of all of the abundant resources God has entrusted to our care. It is a time when we 
dispense with the mistaken belief that what we wrongly call ñourò money and ñourò possessions  
provide us with security and realize that our worth and security are in Jesus. We draw closer to 
family and friends and appreciate that true wealth is measured by the love we give and receive.       
Because Jesus frees us from the grip possessions have on us we are able to contribute more to 
church and charity.     
 As we celebrate Earth Day on April 22  we are reminded that the new life we have 
through our Resurrected Lord calls for us to be good stewards of theñ very goodò home God has 
provided for us. 
 As members of Zion, each and every one of us must ask ourselves how we can best use 
the abundant resources- physical, mental, athletic, intellectual, artistic, financial- God has      
entrusted to our care for the enhancement of Zionôs capacity to matter to the community by 
showing the love of Jesus Christ.  
 
Lord, thank You for the newness of life given by the Resurrection of Your Son. Help us to     
continue to experience the joy that comes from faithful stewardship of all of the resourcesYou 
have provided. In Jesusô Name we pray. Amen.       
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jim Fidler 
Council President 

Stark County Humane Society Love Collection  -  Debbie Fox 
 

Thank you to everyone that donated items to help the 
animals and staff at the Stark County Humane  
Society. The items were delivered along with a check for over $350 
in March. Thanks be to God for sharing the love with these animals 
who cannot speak for themselves. 
 
If you would like more information about the Stark County Humane 
Society, please visit starkhumane.org. There is info about volunteer 
opportunities, wish lists for items needed and photos of the      
adorable and lovable animals that are looking for their 
forever home.  
  Please continue to share the love!  
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Food Pantry News 
 
In March, we ordered over 5,000 pounds of food from the Akron Canton Regional Foodbank to 
be distributed to our pantry families.  We also received over 200 pounds of donations from our 
congregation, members of our community, and our friends at Community Christian Church in 
North Canton and North Canton Grace.  We served 158 families that included 364 people in 
March with those items. 
 
We recently had our annual Pantry inspection by Linda Steinhebel from the Akron Canton     
Regional Foodbank, and received the following email: 
 

Dear Network Partner, 
 
Thank you for completing your site visit on 03/13/2024. We are grateful for you 
and proud to partner with Zion Lutheran Church (North Canton). 
Below is a summary of our visit. If you have a question, please reply to this email. 
Overall Site Visit Assessment Percentage: 
100% 
Opportunities for Improvement: 
- keep the Foodbank informed if the need for culturally sensitive food is becoming 
a request 

    Note from Linda Steinhebel: 
 
Hi Debbie, 
 
Thank you and Jayne for taking so much time to speak with me at your site visit. Every-
thing looked great, just as I had thought it would. You are all doing amazing work in the 
community. I look forward to many more years of your pantry ahead. 
 
Linda 

 
Thank you to all of our volunteers and everyone who provides food donations and financial 
support to our Pantry. We would not be successful in doing Godôs work to feed the hungry 
without everyoneôs collective effort. Thanks be to God for everyone who is doing as Jesus              
commanded to feed the hungry, and help end food insecurity in our community. 
 
Want to help?  
Pray for those in our community who are experiencing food insecurity and all the staff and 
volunteers from the Food Pantries and food banks who work to end hunger. 

Donate nonperishable food items. Our most needed items include spaghetti sauce, canned 
fruit, jelly, canned soup, boxed cereal or oatmeal and toilet paper. Please consider   
adding one item to your grocery list.  

Help set up on the Monday before our distribution dates from 9 -11 am.  Sign up sheets are 
on the Food Pantry door or you can call the Church Office if you are interested. 

Volunteer on distribution days (1
st
 & 3

rd
 Tuesdays of the month). We start at 9:30 am with 

final set up, lunch starts at 11:30 am for volunteers and 12:15 pm for our pantry families, 
and food distribution from 1 - 2 pm with tear down to follow.  We appreciate any time 
you may have available to volunteer from 9:30 am ï 2:30 pm on those Tuesdays.  

 
Please see Debbie Fox if you have any questions or would like more information about        
volunteer opportunities!  
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CARING MINISTRY  -  G. Scott Gross 

April, come she will, and we are all        
another month older. Therefore, The       
Caring Ministry is encouraging members 
to consider being Certified in CPR & AED 
procedures. Courses are offered each 
month through the NCFD at the 7

th
 Street 

Station. The dates vary each month       
because of a rotating shift. The cost is $40 
per person; however, if you are financially 
restricted, we will offer a scholarship to 
cover the training. If you are interested, 
you can schedule your training with Capt. 
Jean Trent at (330) 497 4899. Scholar-
ships will be available through Pastor. 
Thank you for your consideration. 

 
Supporting Teams: 
  
Handyman Services - Ken Reinoehl 
Volunteer and Request forms are available on 
the bulletin board across from Pastorôs Office. 
No Request for February.  

 
Visitations - Ken Reinoehl 
5 Visits in February. 

 
Transportation ï No Team Leader assigned. 
 
Parish Nurse - Not Currently Active.  
 
Prayer Chain ï Jayne Schrader 
If you would like to make a request, please 
contact Jayne at Prayer@zion-nc.com. 

Funeral Reception Meals ï Darlene  
Milavickas  One reception for the family of  
Margaret Robarge. Please keep the family in 
your prayers. 

 

Feed a Friend ï Laura Thompson  
Two families served in February.  

 
Blood Program  -   Debbie Fox 
The next blood drive will be Sunday April 14

th
, 

2024 10:00 AM ï 2:00 PM. 

Comfort Givers ï Darleen Milavickas. 
No report. 

 
Greeting Cards  - No report. 
  
Dear heavenly Father, make us thankful for 
our many blessings. Teach us to share them 

with others who are in need and may not 
know you. Amen. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CARING  

MINISTRIES  

 
Coffee & Donut     

Social 
Every Sunday 
After Worship 
 Service 
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LEARNING MINISTRYï Debbie Fox 

Bible Adventure - Pre-K thru 6
th
 Grades  

Sunday Bible Adventure meets Sunday 
mornings at 10:15 am after service in our 
classrooms in the back hall. Bring a friend 
or two for fun and learning about the Bible 
and how much God loves us!  In April, we 

will be doing some extra Easter activities like an egg hunt and Easter Program as we study 
our lessons during the six weeks of Easter.  
 

Adult Christian Education 
Join us after Sunday service for coffee, delicious treats followed by an hour of 
learning and discussion. In April, the group will begin ñThe Lutheran Courseò.  
Led by  Pastor William, this is a seven session study that covers: 
 

¶ How to Tell the Difference Between the Law and the Gospel 

¶ Five Things You Should Know about the Lutheran Reformation 

¶ The Anatomy of a Baptism 

¶ How to Receive Communion 

¶ The Three Most Rebellious Things Jesus Did 

¶ How to Read the Bible 

¶ How to Share Your Faith with Someone 
 
Confirmation & High School Christian Ed 
We offer these classes Sunday mornings at 10:15am. Join us at the Coffee Bar after service, 
and we will head off to classes. Cindy Bagocius leads our Confirmation classes studying the 
ñHere We Standò curriculum and Renee Keith is our High School leader using t.b.d.             
curriculum.   
                              

Vacation Bible Adventure 
Preparation continues for this summerôs Vacation Bible Adventure that takes 
place June 24

th
 ï 28

th 
(Monday thru Thursday 9 am ï 12:30pm, Friday 9am 

ï 1pm). The week-long adventure in Godôs Big Backyard is all about       
service  - serve family, serve friends, serve neighbors, serve community and 
serve Jesus. Vacation Bible Adventure is designed for kids age 4 through 
those who have completed 5

th
 grade.  We also have a group for Middle 

School and High School kids who would like to help out. There are many 
opportunities to help out ï volunteer during the week of VBA, help with      
decorations, prep and set up, pray for the volunteers and children who will 

be attending.  Please see Debbie Fox if you are interested in helping out or if you would like 
more information. 
  
Womenôs Bible Study 
The next Womenôs Bible Study will meet Monday, April 1

st
.  Cindy 

Bagocius will lead a session at 1:30pm in her home (2308  Market 
Ave North, Canton), and Ruth Reinoehl will lead a session at 7pm 
in her home (407 9

th
 St NW, North Canton).   
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 MARCH 24, 2024  -  PALM SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE 
 
 

Thank you to all of the kids who 
participated in the Processional 
on Palm Sunday. It was a joyful 
noise as we celebrated Jesusô 
triumphal entry into Jerusalem!    
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  February 2024 Year To Date  2024 

Giving $21,554.69 $65,529.19 

Expenses $36,011.08 $68,076.65 

Difference -$14,456.39 -$2,547.46 

John Rhodes  -  Resource Ministry 
 
 Godôs plentiful blessings be with you all! Are you ready for Spring to be 
sprung in earnest, I am! The diversity of occasional frigid temperatures with                 
interspersed forms of precipitation is getting very old creating opportunities for colds, 
sickness, etc. I am praying that we will have fitting weather for Holy Week and Easterôs 
culmination celebration of our Lordôs resurrection. I trust you participated in all our Holy 
Week opportunities and celebrated the joy that they inspire.  
 
 Our February Unrestricted (ñGeneral Fundò) giving results were positive and a 
continuation of our strong January giving pattern. Thank you! February 2024 was 10% 
greater than 2023, combining with our strong January results to create YTD Giving 
Rate which is 23% ahead of 2023.Unfortunately, our utility bills for gas and electric 
were excessive in February, and significant unanticipated building repairs combined to 
produce a deficit for the month and YTD. Our other planned cost controls have been 
effective encouraging operating expense plans for the remainder of Spring and       
Summer.  
 
 Though we have had a strong start to 2024 Giving, we have not enjoyed this in-
crease from all members. On one hand, 50 % of Zion Giving members are starting the 
year giving at a rate which is more than 110 % of their 2023 levels, and 70 % giving at 
a rate greater than 2023. This is very encouraging and in alignment with our objective 
to achieve our approved 2024 Spending Plan. On the contrary, 30% of Zion 2024          
givers are giving at a reduced rate compared to 2023 and 20% of 2023 Givers have 
yet to give anything in 2024. We need support from all of you to positively resolve this           
situation and remain confident about achievement of 2024 ministry plans.  
 
 May God bless each of you during this Lenten season, and for your prayers of 
support in sharing Godôs Blessings to improve the lives of Zion members and the        
community in 2024 and beyond. 
 
Lord, we continue to be humbled by the resources you make available to do your work 
at Zion and the inspiration you provide to recognize needs in our community and to  
appropriately respond to them. We do this in honor of your glorious name, Amen.  
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Our new disciple, Vera Harris, 

was received into the church 

March 6, 2024 at the 7pm    

Worship Service.  

Welcome to the Zion Family!!  

The groups typically meet on the first Monday of the month devoting an hour in the Word and 
in the company of each other discussing the Bible Study from the ELCAôs GATHER        
Magazine during the sessions. Please contact Cindy or Ruth if you are interested. Ruth is 
willing to do an additional session each week if those times donôt work for you. Please      
contact Debbie Fox, or Ruth if you are interested in scheduling an additional meeting time 
 
Dear God, help us open our minds, our ears and our hearts to what You are telling us, and to 
do Your will!  Guide us in our pursuit of learning and walking in your Word every day. Amen 
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Debbie Fox and Darlene Milavickas 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS  
 

Grant Schilling  April 5 
Renee Keith   April 7 
Sandy Elsass  April 7 
Loraine Weinman  April 9 
Johanna Henderson April 16 
Lou Milavickas  April 16 
Weston Milek  April 18 
Beth Heller   April 20 
Jane Fairman  April 22 
Ava Medina   April 23 
Christopher Thompson April 23 
Keith Haga   April 24 
Cindy Bagocius  April 26 
John Long   April 26 
Dick Seeton   April 27 
Art Brakus   April 28 
Clarence Givler  April 29 

 

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES  
 
Susan & Bob Heyard April 5 
Vicki & Clarence Givler April 16 
Mel & Chris Whalen  April 20 
  

 2024 Zion Fall Charity Craft Show  

 

OCTOBER 19, 2024 

 
Taking applications for booth space  

Inquire in the main office  
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National Quilting Day  
 March 16th 

    
We celebrated "National Quilting 
Day" on Thursday, March 14th, 
here at Zion. We love making 
quilts for Lutheran World Relief, 
Refuge of Hope, special                 
occasions, Valor Home and we are 
starting to make quilts for Harmo-
nycares Hospice. We love           
spreading God's love by helping 
someone in need. Come join us in 
making quilts for those less        
fortunate. We meet the 2nd and 
4th Thursday of the month at 
10am to 12pm. 
 
God's Blessings, and Peace be 
with you, 
Darlene Milavickas 

Learning Ministry  -  Debbie Fox 
 
Weekly Bible Discussion  
Everyone is invited and encouraged to join weekly Bible discussion!  
Why should you join Bible Discussion?  Welléyou can learn so much 
more about our weekly lessons and Gospel!  There are many points of 
view shared in each session which raises very interesting questions that 
you may have never thought of.   
 
ñPersonally, I leave each week saying, wow I never thought of 
that, and I have learned how important it is to pay attention to the 
context and translations of the Bible passages.  The sessions 
allow for so much more knowledge and understanding that you 
cannot get from just coming to worship service.ò   Debbie Fox 
 

Please join one or all of the sessions if 
you would like!  It is an hour that is 
definitely worth your time! 
 
    7am in person at Samanthaôs Restaurant on Market Ave 
    9am Zoom session ï contact Tina in the office for link  
    12pm in person at Zion in the Library 
 

The weekly lessons and Gospel message are discussed during each of the                                          
Bible discussion sessions. 


