
  

 

December 22, 2024, Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Traditional Worship Service 
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         Congregation responses are in bold 
 
Guest Minister (PM) - Rev. David Rice 
 
Announcements made prior to the start of our service 
 
Prelude           
     
               Please stand as you are able 
 
                     We welcome Jesus into our presence as we  
      turn to follow the cross as it is processed through our worship space 
 
 

  
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Zion  
Evangelical 
Lutheran  
Church 
 
 
Living by Faith, 
Known by Love, 
Serving like Jesus 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.zion-nc.com 

WIFI = Zion Guest 
No password required 

Like us on Facebook 

@zionnorthcanton 

STAFFED CHILD 
CARE  

Available during      
worship service 

The Advent Wreath 

One of the best-known customs for the season is the         
Advent wreath. The wreath and winter candle-lighting amid 
growing darkness strengthen some of the Advent images 
found in the Bible. The unbroken circle of greens is an     
image of everlasting life, a victory wreath, the crown of 
Christ, or the wheel of time itself. Christians use the wreath 
as a sign that Christ reaches into our time to lead us to the 
light of everlasting life. The four candles mark the progress 
of the four weeks of Advent and the growth of light. Some-
times the wreath is embellished with natural dried flowers 
or fruit. Its evergreen branches lead the household and the 
congregation to the evergreen Christmas tree. In many 
homes, the family gathers for prayers around the wreath. 

Sundays and Seasons, Augsburg Fortress 

Continued on next page 
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            Four candles are lit as the following prayer is read 

 
PM: Praise to you, O God, who lives with us, sharing our flesh and bones. As Mary waited and Jo-
seph dreamed, so we dream and wait for you. Bless us and let your face shine upon us, more radi-
ant than these candles, and more dear than all else we seek. Restore us when we fail to refuse the 
evil and choose the good, and banish all our fears. We pray in the name of Emmanuel, your prom-
ised child and our Savior.   
 Amen 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,  
as the presiding minister begins.  

 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who opens the heavens and draws near to us with        
salvation. 
 Amen 
 
God is patient and merciful, desiring all to come to repentance. Trusting this promise of grace, let 
us confess our sin. 
 
 
                           Silence is kept for reflection 

 
Everlasting God, 

 you love justice and you hate wrongdoing. We confess the fear, greed, and self-
centeredness that make us reluctant to work against oppression. We are complicit in 
systems of exploitation. We choose comfort over courage. We are careless with    
creation’s bounty. Look upon us with mercy. Turn our hearts again to you. Make us 
glad to do your will and to walk in your ways for the sake of our waiting world. Amen. 

 
 
Hear these words of assurance: God clothes you with garments of salvation and covers you with 
robes of righteousness. In the tender compassion of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. God’s 
covenant is eternal, and God’s blessing rests upon us all. 
 Amen 
 



4 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PM: Let us pray, 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, 
free us from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you al-
ways, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 

 

Please be seated 
 
 
 Choir Anthem: How Quietly                                                                               By: Joel Raney 
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 A reading from Micah:                                                                               (Micah 5:2-5a, Pew Bible,  
                                                                                                                    Old Testament, page 671)                                                                                                                 
 
The reading concludes with: 
Word of God, Word of Life 
 Thanks be to God 
 
 
Psalm: Luke 1:46b-55 
 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
 for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant. 
 From this day all generations will call me blessed: 
 
you, the Almighty, have done great things for me and holy is your name. 
 You have mercy on those who fear you, from generation to generation.  
 
You have shown strength with your arm and scattered the proud in their conceit, 
 casting down the mighty from their thrones and lifting up the lowly. 
 
You have filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away empty. 
 You have come to the aid of your servant Israel, to remember the promise of mercy, 
 
the promise made to our forebears, to Abraham and his children forever.  
 
 
A reading from Hebrews:                                                                      (Hebrews 10:5-10, Pew Bible,       

New Testament, page 174) 
The reading concludes with: 
Word of God, Word of Life 
 Thanks be to God 

 
Please stand as you are able 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The holy gospel according to St. Luke                                                        (Luke 1:39-45, Pew Bible,  
   Glory to you, O Lord                                                                      New Testament, page 43)
   
 
The reading concludes with: 
The Gospel of the Lord 
 Praise to you, O Christ 
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          Please be seated 
 
Children’s Christmas Program 
 
 
Sermon 

 
 

Please stand as you are able 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AM: As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people and places that long for 
God’s presence. 

              A brief silence for personal prayer 

God our uniter, increase communication and cooperation in our relationships with those of other 
traditions and religions. Root your church in the radical message of your incarnation, and enable us 
to pursue your justice in the world. Lord, in your mercy, 
 receive our prayer. 
 
God our creator, we praise you for the beauty that surrounds us. Awaken in us a renewed sense of 
care for the nature and wildlife. Form us into faithful stewards of what you have made. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
 receive our prayer. 
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God our sovereign, Mary proclaims a new way of life that lifts up the lowly and fills the hungry with 
good things. Nurture in local governments and municipalities a desire to care for all who are       
overlooked and ignored. Lord, in your mercy, 
 receive our prayer. 
 
God our beacon, as the northern hemisphere begins its slow turn toward less daylight, remind us 
that even in the deepest nights, you are there. Comfort the lonely and bereaved. Hold closely those 
who are frightened, anxious, depressed, and ill. Lord, in your mercy, 
 receive our prayer. 
 
God our guide, shepherd the leadership of this congregation. Bless the council and staff in discern-
ing future ministry and open their hearts to the voices of the community. Lord, in your mercy, 
 receive our prayer. 
 
Bless this week’s marriage and help us support their life together.  
 Judy and Jeffery Arter 
 
Thank you for the life of our birthday siblings, 
 Linda Lancashire and Hannah Venable 
 
We thank you for giving Gail Vogt to us to know and to love. Give her family and loved ones      
comforting peace. 
 and confidence in your promise of eternal life.  
 
 
Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the pleas of our hearts, in the name of 
Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

 
AM: Let us enthusiastically pray our prayer of stewardship, Holy Lord, 

 I gladly return, for your work, a portion of your abundant provision to me. All that I 
have is yours alone, entrusted Lord, to my care. Amen. 

 
PM: The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts.  
 We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
 It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

The Offering of our tithes, gifts and sacrifices is gathered for the mission of Christ’s church, including the 
care of those in need. 

ELECTRONIC GIVING  

PC = https://onrealm.org/ZionLutheranChurchNC/give/now 

Smartphone = https://onrealm.org/ZionLutheranChurchNC/give/now 

OR Scan QR code for mobile giving 
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PM: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You        
comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all 
things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the 
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn:  

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. The universe declares your praise: beyond the 
stars; beneath the sea; within each cell; with every breath. 
 We praise you, O God. 
  
Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night and day; across the wilderness; 
out of exile; into the future. 
 We bless you, O God. 
  
We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer; be-
side the sinner; among the poor; with us now. 
 We thank you, O God. 
 
PM: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the           
remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 
 
PM: For as often as we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the mystery of our 
faith. 
 Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  
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PM: We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; among your people; 
throughout the world. Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, by 
your Spirit, in your church, without end. 
 Amen, amen and amen! 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into          
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory. Forever and ever. Amen. 

 
PM: God feeds us with tender mercy. Come to the table. 
 Thanks be to God! Amen! 
    
     
  
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
     
       
 
 
 
       
      Please be seated  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Communion Music    
                Please stand as you are able   
       
 
 PM: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
  Amen. 
 
 

The Lord’s Supper (Communion) at this congregation is practiced as an open table – all are         
welcome. Jesus said this is his body and blood given and shed for you;  

come receive the loving grace God provides for you. 

Those who do not commune may come forward for a blessing, for all are loved by God. 

Children who commune at their home congregation are encouraged to commune here today too. 

Gluten free wafers available. Request at time of receiving communion. 



10 

 

AM: Let us pray, 
Generous God, we thank you for the gift of life, for the bread of salvation. We thank 
you for coming among us, for leading us into peace. We thank you for showering us 
with mercy, for sending us into the world. Come, Lord Jesus, and go with us as we 
feed the hungry in your name. Amen. 

 
 
AM: Let us enthusiastically commit to our mission as we pray, 

 Lord, my hope and strength come from you. Open my eyes and heart to become the 
person you want me to be; a person who cares for the widows and orphans, feeds 
the hungry, clothes the naked, frees the oppressed, and visits the sick and              
imprisoned. Give me and this congregation a vision to make a difference in our   
community. Enliven me to spread the good news of your Son. I pray this all for        
Jesus’s sake. Amen. 

 
 
PM: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
        The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 
           Amen. 

 
 

Turn to follow the cross as it processes through the Worship Space. 
Then follow it out to join in God’s work. 
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PM: Go in peace. Prepare the way for Emmanuel. 
 Thanks be to God. Alleluia!  
 
Postlude 
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Men of Zion Meets  
Saturday, December  28, 8:30 am 

We pray this week for Josh, 
Maria, Rondell, The Vogt         
Family, Grant, Ruth, Tom, 

Charles, Linda, Jake, Al, Darryl, 
Lori, Tom, Cheryl, Bryan, 

Lynette, The Caldwell Family 
and all those affected by war. 

Contact Jayne Schrader at  
prayer@zion-nc.com 

The Weekly News of Zion Lutheran Church  

Today’s Worship Leaders 
 

Guest Minister: Rev. David Rice 
Assisting Minister: Ken Reinoehl 
Acolyte: Eli Haga 
Accompanist: Digital Music 
Audio/Visual Technicians: Chris Thompson and Paul Bagocius   
Chancel Guild: Jayne Schrader and Harriet Bowers 
Childcare Attendant: Amelia Milek 
Reader: Ruth Reinoehl 
Trustees: Darlene Milavickas and Randy Elsass 
Flowers By: Peggy Ingalls in loving memory of Robert R. Hodge 
Flowers:  For the love that Jesus brings into our world so we can 

share that gift with others 
  

December 29, 2024 Worship Leaders  
 
Guest Minister: Rev. David Houdeschell 
Assisting Minister: Jim Fidler 
Acolyte: Ben Keith 
Accompanist: Carol McKimm 
Audio/Visual Technicians: Chris Thompson and Paul Bagocius    
Chancel Guild: Jayne Schrader and Beth Shaheen 
Childcare Attendant: Amelia Milek 
Reader:  Renee Keith 
Trustees: John Long and Brian Milek 
Flowers By: Janet Slease in honor of my sister Linda’s birthday!  

Bible Readings for  
December 29 

 
~ 1 Samuel 2:18-20,26 
~ Colossians 3:12-17 
~ Luke 2:41-52 

Fourth Sunday of  Advent Service 
Sunday, December 22 
Meal—5:30pm 
Worship Service—6:15pm 

December 24  -  7pm 


