How often have
| desired to
gather your children

together as a hen
gathers her hrood
under her wings

LUKE 13:34

March 16, 2025 - Second Sunday in Lent
Traditional Worship Service




Congregation responses are in bold

—' L Guest Minister (PM) - Rev. Kenneth Hutchinson

Announcements made prior to the start of our service
Prelude: Immortal, Invisible, a Welsh Hymn By: Don Wyrtzen

Please stand as you are able
Turn to follow the cross as it processes through the worship space
Welcome Jesus into our presence

Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise
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Text: Walter Chalmers Smith, 1824-1908, alt.
Music: ST. DENIO, Welsh traditional; arr. John Roberts, 1807-1876
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PM: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
And also with you.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal - vation, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mer - cy
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let wus pray to the Lord
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.



—

PM: Let us pray.
God of the covenant, in the mystery of the cross you promise everlasting life to the
world. Gather all peoples into your arms, and shelter us with your mercy, that we may
rejoice in the life we share in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated

A reading from Genesis: (Genesis15:1-12,17-18 , Pew Bible,
Old Testament, page 9)
The reading concludes with:
Word of God, Word of Life
Thanks be to God

Psalm: Psalm 27
The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom then shall | fear? The LORD is the stronghold of my
life; of whom shall | be afraid?
When evildoers close in against me to devour my flesh, they, my foes and my
enemies, will stumble and fall.
Though an army encamp against me, my heart will not fear. Though war rise up against me, my
trust will not be shaken.
One thing | ask of the LORD; one thing | seek; that | may dwell in the house of the
LoRrbp all the days of my life; to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to seek God in
the temple.
For in the day of trouble God will give me shelter, hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary,
and raise me high up on a rock.
Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies who surround me. Therefore | will
offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing; | will sing and make music to
the LORD.
Hear my voice, O LORD, when | call; have mercy on me and answer me. My heart speaks your
message “Seek my face.” Your face, O LORD, | will seek.
Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your servant in anger. Cast me not away—you
have been my helper; forsake me not, O God of my salvation.
Though my father and my mother forsake me, the LORD will take me in.
Teach me your way, O LORD; lead me on a level path, because of my oppressors.
Subject me not to the will of my foes, for they rise up against me, false witnesses
breathing violence.
This | believe—that | will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living!
Wait for the LORD and be strong. Take heart and wait for the LORD!

A reading from Philippians: (Philippians 3:17-4:1 Pew Bible,
New Testament, page 153)

The reading concludes with:
Word of God, Word of Life
Thanks be to God 4



Please stand as you are able
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Re - turn to the Lord, your God, for he is gra-cious and mer-ci - ful,

0 g
¥ | | 1 | 1
wﬁ:t. b I. VE I-. i r d | l | __'I J dl E
slow to an - ger, and a-bound-ing in  stead-fast love.
The holy gospel according to St. Luke (Luke 13:31-35, Pew Bible,
Glory to you, O Lord New Testament, page 58)

The reading concludes with:
The gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ

Please be seated

Children’s Time with Pastor

Sermon

Please stand as you are able



In the Cross of Christ I Glory
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Text: John Bowring, 1792-1872
Music: RATHBUN, Ithamar Conkey, 1815-1867

AM: Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and all those in need.

A brief silence for personal prayer

Holy God, you long to gather your church under your wings. Bless the churches of Jerusalem, and

all persecuted churches, that your people may take heart and stand firm as they witness and
minister in your name. God, in your mercy,

receive our prayer



Holy God, you give shelter to living things as numerous as the stars. Strengthen the voice of
prophets who call humanity to faithful care for the planet, that they would not be silenced but
heeded as your messengers. God, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

Holy God, you raised up leaders like Abram, Sarai, and Paul to show your people what it means to
rely on your promises. Guide today’s leaders to work for justice and safeguard the world for future
generations. God, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

Holy God, you are the stronghold of our life. Care tenderly for those who are ill in body or mind,
and for people living in fear or need. May all know they are not alone. God, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.

Holy God, you offer us citizenship in heaven. Unite communities of faith who are divided over
earthly things, that following the way of your Son, they may set aside grudges and serve their
neighbors with generosity and love. God, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

Holy God, you are our light and our salvation. We give thanks for the saints who have gone before
us. Help us to trust in you as they did and to live according to their example. God, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.

Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love, in the name of Jesus,
who leads us from death to life.
Amen.

The Offering of our tithes, gifts and sacrifices is gathered for the mission of Christ’s church, including the
care of those in need.

ELECTRONIC GIVING @
PC = https://onrealm.org/ZionLutheranChurchNC/qgive/now

Smartphone = https://onrealm.org/ZionLutheranChurchNC/give/now

OR Scan QR code for mobile giving @Eg,,..::

AM: Let us enthusiastically pray our prayer of stewardship, Holy Lord,

| gladly return, for your work, a portion of your abundant provision to me. All that |
have is yours alone, entrusted Lord, to my care. Amen.

PM: The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



PM: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your
people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of
baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

PM: Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God.

The universe declares your praise: beyond the stars; beneath the sea; within each cell; with every
breath.

We praise you, O God.

Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night and day; across the wilderness;
out of exile; into the future.
We bless you, O God.

We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer; beside
the sinner; among the poor; with us now.
We thank you, O God.

PM: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,

and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for
the remembrance of me.



Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim the mystery of
faith:

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

We pray for the gift of your Spirit:
in our gathering;
within this meal;
among your people;
throughout the world.

Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, in your church,
without end.
Amen.

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory. Forever and ever. Amen.

All who are hungry, come! The feast of grace is spread.
Thanks be to God. Amen.
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Please be seated

The Lord’s Supper (Communion) at this congregation is practiced as an open table — all are welcome.
Jesus said this is his body and blood given and shed for you;
come receive the loving grace God provides for you.

Those who do not commune may come forward for a blessing, for all are loved by God.
Children who commune at their home congregation are encouraged to commune here today too.

Gluten free wafers available. Request at time of receiving communion.

Communion Music: Lead Me to Calvary By: William J. Kirkpatrick & Harold DeCou

Please stand as you are able

PM: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

AM: Let us pray,
Generous Host, you have shared your feast with us and made us new. Send us now
to set tables of love and grace in our communities, that your liberating love might
nourish the world into freedom, in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our
Lord.

AM: Let us enthusiastically commit to our mission as we pray,
Lord, my hope and strength comes from you. Open my eyes and heart to
become the person you want me to be; a person who cares for the widows and
orphans, feeds the hungry, clothes the naked, frees the oppressed, and visits the
sick and imprisoned. Give me and this congregation a vision to make a difference in
our community. Enliven me to spread the good news of your Son.
| pray this all for Jesus’s sake. Amen.

PM: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and -+ give you peace.
Amen

Turn to follow the cross as it processes through the Worship Space.
Then follow it out to join in God’s work.
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What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine

Leaning on the Everlasting Arms
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1 What a fel - low-ship, what a joy di-vine, lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms;
2 Oh, how sweet to walk in this pil-grim way, lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms;
3 What have 1 to dread, what have I to fear, lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms?
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what a  bless-ed-ness, what a peace is mine, lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms.
oh, how bright the path grows from day to day, lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms.
I have bless-ed peace with my Lord so near, lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms.
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Text: Elisha A. Hoffman, 1839-1919
Music: SHOWALTER, Anthony J. Showalter, 1858-1924

PM: Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you.
We will, with God’s help.

Postlude: Our Refuge and Strength By: Donald F. Callender
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Weekly News of Zion Lutheran Church

Bible ings for

i - WHO: Members of Zion Church

WHAT: SUMUD 24 hour Prayer Vigil
WHEN: March 26—Midnight to midnight
WHERE: In the sanctity of your home

WHY: Prayer for peace and justice in Israel and
Palestine
HOW: Sign up on the Equal Exchange door.

~|saiah 55:1-9
~1 Corinthians 10:1-13
~Luke 13:1-9
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This week we pray for: Nick,

Kara, Delores, Grant, Shirley,

Wayne, Laurie, Amy, Brenda
- & Family, Tom, Charles, Ruth,
- Brenna, Robin, Gregg, Linda
' & The Leo Family
Submit your prayer
requests to

Lenten Worship Service
and Meals

EVERY SUNDAY
EVENING IN LENT

Supper—5:30pm
Worship-6:15pm

Be a part of the journey!
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Connecting faith & finances for good.®

Thank you to those who
participate!!

HOW TO DIRECT
THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS®

Today’s Worship Leaders

Guest Minister: Rev. Kenneth Hutchinson
Assisting Minister: Jim Fidler
Acolyte: Eli Haga
Accompanist: Steve Moore
Audio/Visual Technicians: Chris Thompson
Paul Bagocius
Chancel Guild: Jayne Schrader and Sally Bunyan
Child Care Attendant: Amelia Milek
Reader: Laura Thompson
Trustees: John Long and Brian Milek
Flowers by: Carol Rossbach in loving memory of
Gregg Evanoff

March 23, 2025 Worship Leaders

Guest Minister: Rev. Kenneth Hutchinson

Assisting Minister: Darlene Milavickas

Acolyte: Ben Keith

Accompanist: Digital Music

Audio/Visual Technicians: Paul Bagocius

John Rhodes

Chancel Guild: Darlene Milavickas

Child Care Attendant: Amelia Milek

Reader: Renee Keith

Trustees: Rob Frock and Scott Gross

Flowers by: Darlene & Lou Milavickas in
loving memory of Ellis Le Beau
and in honor of grandchildren.
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