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Congregation responses are in bold
Guest Minister (PM) - Rev. Steve Johnson
Announcements made prior to the start of our service
Prelude: Lord, I Lift Your Name on High with Doxology By: Rick Founds
Please stand as you are able
Turn to follow the cross as it processes through the worship space

Welcome Jesus into our presence

Submitted By: Laura Thompson - “The river symbolizes the river of life
that comes from God and offers eternal life.”

Shall We Gather at the River

1 Shall we gath - er at the riv-er, where bright an - gel feet have trod,

2 On the mar - ginof the riv-er, wash -ing up its sil - ver spray,
3 Ere we reach the shin-ing riv-er, lay we ev-’ry bur-den down;
4 Soon we’ll reach the shin-ing riv - er, soon our pil-grim-age will cease;
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with its crys-tal tide for-ev - er flow-ing by the throne of God?

we  will walk and wor - ship ev - er, all the hap-py gold-en day.

grace our spir-its will de-liv - er, and pro-vide a  robe and crown.

soon our hap - py hearts will quiv - er with the mel-o - dy of peace.
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Yes, we’ll gath-er at the riv-er, the beau-ti-ful, the beau-ti-ful  riv - er;
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gath-er with the saints at the riv - er that flows by the throne of  God.
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Text: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899
Music: HANSON PLACE, Robert Lowry
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PM: In the name of the Father, and of the - Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,
you free us to love others, but we often neglect our neighbors and follow our own
way.
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but we choose to turn away from the
abundant life you offer.
You surround us with patience, kindness, and generosity,
but we sometimes grow weary in doing what is right.
In your mercy, forgive us. Do not give up on us.
Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the path of life.
Amen.

You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith.

In the cross of -+ Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.
Amen.

Assisting minister
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.

All
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al- might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-1ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our prayer.

Continued on next page
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For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.

PM: Let us pray.
Eternal God, you draw near to us in Christ, and you make yourself our guest. Amid the
cares of our lives, make us attentive to your presence, that we may treasure your
word above all else, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated

A reading from Genesis: (Genesis 18:1-10a, Pew Bible,
Old Testament, page 10)
The reading concludes with:
Word of God, Word of Life
Thanks be to God

Psalm 15

LorD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? Who may abide upon your holy hill?
Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, who speak the truth from their
heart;
they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends; they do not cast discredit upon
a neighbor.
In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the LORD.
They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word.
They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes against the innocent.
hose who do these things shall never be overthrown.

A reading from Colossians: (Colossians 1:15-28 Pew Bible,
New Testament, page 155)

The reading concludes with:
Word of God, Word of Life
Thanks be to God



Please stand as you are able
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Al -le - lu - 1a Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life.

The holy gospel according to St. Luke (Luke 10:38-42 Pew Bible,
Glory to you, O Lord New Testament, page 55)

The reading concludes with:

The gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ

Please be seated

Children’s Time with Pastor

Sermon
Please stand as you are able

Submitted By: Laura Thompson - “It reminds me of the joy and peace that come from faith in Jesus
Christ.”



Blessed Assurance
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1 Bless-ed as-sur-ance,Je-sus is mine! Oh,what a fore-taste of glo-ry di- vine!
2 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, per-fect de-light, vi-sions of rap-ture now burston my sight;
3 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, all is at rest; I in my Sav-ior am hap-py and blest,
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Heir of sal-va - tion, pur-chase of God, born of his Spir-it, washed in his blood.
an - gels de-scend-ing bring from a-bove ech - oes of mer-cy, whis-pers of love.
watch-ing and wait-ing, look -ing a-bove,filled with his good-ness, lost in his love.
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This is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav - ior all the day long:
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this is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav-ior all the day long.
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Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915
Music: ASSURANCE, Phoebe P. Knapp, 1830-1908

AM: In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church and pray for
the needs of the world.

A brief silence for personal prayer

Inspire your church, like Sarah and Mary, to listen with eager longing for your words of life. Equip

biblical interpreters and teachers with faithful discernment, that your word may be more fully
known. God of grace,

hear our prayer.



Every creature under heaven has been promised the hope of the gospel. From that promise,
generate in humankind an eagerness to protect and care for creation. Bring healing to the earth
with your words of life. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Peel away the distractions, worries, and fears of all who govern the nations of the world. May your
word of love and life dispel all other voices. Provide gracious hospitality in places where hostile
forces hold sway. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Speak your word of comfort to any who suffer pain, illness, grief, depression, or despair. Bring
honor to any who experience slander and evil intent or are discredited by others. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Enliven and uphold all siblings in Christ who strive to provide hospitality and safe spaces where
everyone, without exception, can receive and be transformed by your word of life. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Bless this week’s marriage and help us support their life together,
Tina & Mike Linz

Thank you for the life of our birthday siblings,
Ron Singer and Brian Milek

For Abraham, Sarah, Hagar, Mary, Martha, and all the saints who attended to your word, we give
thanks. Open our ears to your voice until that day when we realize the promise of the gospel with
all creation. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the name of Jesus Christ.
Amen.

The Offering of our tithes, gifts and sacrifices is gathered for the mission of Christ’s church, including the
care of those in need.

PC = https://onrealm.org/ZionLutheranChurchNC/give/now

ELECTRONIC GIVING @ gt @

Smartphone = https://onrealm.org/ZionLutheranChurchNC/give/now

OR Scan QR code for mobile giving @

AM: Let us enthusiastically pray our prayer of stewardship, Holy Lord,

| gladly return, for your work, a portion of your abundant provision to me. All that |
have is yours alone, entrusted Lord, to my care. Amen.

PM: The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts
We lift them to the Lord.




Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PM: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day
overcame death and the grave, and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

PM: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for
the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. We
remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh in
us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your Light. Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit

All praise and glory are yours, Holy God, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High, one
God, now and forever.
Amen.



Let us enthusiastically pray as Jesus taught us,

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory. Forever and ever. Amen.

Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is plentiful.
Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, that we may work for the
good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice.
Thanks be to God. Amen.
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

Please be seated

The Lord’s Supper (Communion) at this congregation is practiced as an open table — all are wel-
come. Jesus said this is his body and blood given and shed for you;
come receive the loving grace God provides for you.

Those who do not commune may come forward for a blessing, for all are loved by God.
Children who commune at their home congregation are encouraged to commune here today too.
Gluten free wafers available. Request at time of receiving communion.
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Communion Music: Come to the Table By: Claire Cloninger & Martin J. Nystrom

Please stand as you are able

PM: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

AM: Let us pray,
Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your grace. Send
us out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your love in
Jesus’ name. Amen.

AM: Let us enthusiastically commit to our mission as we pray,
Lord, my hope and strength comes from you. Open my eyes and heart to
become the person you want me to be; a person who cares for the widows and
orphans, feeds the hungry, clothes the naked, frees the oppressed, and visits the
sick and imprisoned. Give me and this congregation a vision to make a difference in
our community. Enliven me to spread the good news of your Son.
| pray this all for Jesus’s sake. Amen.

PM: The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and -+ give you peace.
Amen

Turn to follow the cross as it processes through the Worship Space.
Then follow it out to join in God’s work.

Submitted By: Laura Thompson - “It reminds us that Jesus is always there for us!”
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What a Friend We Have in Jesus
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1 What a friend we have in Je - sus, all our sins and griefs to bear!
2 Have we tri - als and temp-ta - tions? Is there trou-ble an - y-where?
3 Are we weak and heav-y - lad - en, cum-bered with a load of care?
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What a priv-i-lege to car - ry ev - 'ry-thing to God in prayer!
We should nev-er be dis-cour - aged— take it to the Lord in prayer.
Pre -cious Sav-ior, still our ref - uge— take it to the Lord in prayer.
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Oh, what peace we of - ten for - feit; oh, what need-less pain we bear—
Can we find a friend so faith - ful who will all our sor-rows share?
Do your friends de-spise, for -sake you? Take it to the Lord in prayer.
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all be-cause we do not car - ry ev - ry-thing to God in prayer!

Je - sus knows our ev-'ry weak-ness— take it to the Lord in prayer.
In his arms he’ll take and shield you; you will find a so-lace there.
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Text: Joseph Scriven, 1820-1886
Music: CONVERSE, Charles C. Converse, 1832-1918

PM: The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; and the

life of the Spirit -+ bless you and give you peace.
Amen.

Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude: Blessed Assurance By: Phoebe P. Knapp
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Weekly News of Zion Lutheran Church

Bible dings for

y 27

~Genesis 18:20-32
~Colossians 2:6-15
~Luke 11:1-13

GRIEF  DIVORCE
HOSPITALIZATION

NATURAL DISASTERS
CANCER

RELOCATION  JOB LOSS
INFERTILITY ~ CHRONIC ILLNESS

PASTORS WANT T0 PROVIDE CARE TO EVERYONE WHO NEEDS IT

This week we pray for:
Audrey, Vicki, H.W., Angela,
Stephanie, Melissa, The
~ Alters Family and those

') _affected by war.
Submit your prayer
' requests to

Jayne Schrader at

el

E Pastors Steve and Sprite Johnson will be leading Bible
E Discussions at the Sunday morning Adult Christian =
E Education classes on July 13, 20 and 27. Discussion begins E
E after the 9am Worship Service.

Everyone is welcome to come and participate in this
special opportunity to share your views and ideas!!

Come join the Men of Zion Bible Study
Saturday, July 26, 8:30 am

Today’s Worship Leaders

Guest Minister: Rev. Steve Johnson

Assisting Minister: Jim Fidler

Acolyte: Eli haga

Accompanist: Susan Kaschak

Audio/Visual Technicians: John Rhodes and

Paul Bagocius

Chancel Guild: Connie Riffle and Nikki Milek

Child Care Attendant: Amelia Milek

Reader: Laura Thompson

Trustees: John Long and Brian Milek

Flowers by: Randy Elsass in honor of the
Elsass twins, Tristan and Gavin

July 27, 2025 Worship Leaders

Guest Minister: Rev. Sprite Johnson

Assisting Minister: George Miller

Acolyte: Ben Keith

Accompanist: Digital Music

Audio/Visual Technicians: John Rhodes and

Paul Bagocius

Chancel Guild: Connie Riffle and Lisa Frock

Child Care Attendant: Amelia Milek

Reader: Renee Keith

Trustees: Randy Elsass & Darlene Milavickas

Flowers by: Carol Rossbach in loving memory
of Jimmy Kribbs
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