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 Congregation responses are in bold 
 
Guest Minister (PM) - Rev. Dr. Joyce Penfield 
 
Announcements made prior to the start of our service 
 
Prelude: Meditation On Eventide         By: W.H. Monk and Mark Thewes 
           
        Please stand as you are able 
     Turn to follow the cross as it processes through the worship space    
   Welcome Jesus into our presence 
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PM: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures         
forever. 
 Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
     Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Faithful God, 

you have shown us the ways of your heart, yet we stray from your paths. We are stuck 
in sinful systems of oppression and do not embrace the freedom of your faithful 
promises. We ignore our neighbors. We exploit the earth. We reject your abundance, 
trusting our impulses instead of your steadfast love. Repair our relationships, restore 
what we have broken, renew our hearts, and bring us to new life. Amen. 
 

Hear the good news: 
God the Faithful One loves you, + in Christ Jesus your sins are forgiven, and by the power of the 
Holy Spirit you are set free. 
 Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continued on next page 
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PM: Let us pray. 

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you nothing is strong, nothing is 
holy. Embrace us with your mercy, that with you as our ruler and guide, we may live 
through what is temporary without losing what is eternal, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
 

Please be seated 
  
 
A reading from Malachi:                                                                           (Malachi 4:1-2a  Pew Bible                                                                                                                     
                Old Testament, page 692)   
The reading concludes with: 
Word of God, Word of Life 
 Thanks be to God 
 
  
 
Psalm: Psalm 98 
 
Sing a new song to the L඗කඌ, who has done marvelous things, whose right hand and holy arm 
have won the victory. 
 O L඗කඌ, you have made known your victory, you have revealed your righteousness in 
 the sight of the nations. 
You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel; 
all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 
 Shout with joy to the L඗කඌ, all you lands; lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.  
Sing to the L඗කඌ with the harp, with the harp and the voice of song. 
 With trumpets and the sound of the horn shout with joy before the king, the L඗කඌ. 
Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, the world and those who dwell therein. 
 Let the rivers clap their hands, and let the hills ring out with joy before the L඗කඌ, who 
 comes to judge the earth. 
The L඗කඌ will judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with equity.  
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 A reading from 2 Thessalonians :                                             (2 Thessalonians 3:6-13  Pew Bible,                
New Testament, page 160) 

 
The reading concludes with: 
Word of God, Word of Life 
 Thanks be to God 
 
                            
        Please stand as you are able 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The holy gospel according to St. Luke                                                         (Luke 21:5-19 Pew Bible, 
 Glory to you, O Lord                                                                  New Testament, page 65) 
  
              
The reading concludes with: 
The gospel of the Lord 
 Praise to you, O Christ 
 
 
        Please be seated 
 
 
Children’s Time with Pastor 
 
  
Sermon 
 
 
                                                      Please stand as you are able 
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PM: Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he   
descended to the dead. 
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 On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

AM: Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in 
need. 

              A brief silence for personal prayer  

 

God of roots and branches, defend the leaders of your church as they proclaim the gospel using 
discernment, wisdom, and brave testimony. Keep all the baptized on righteous paths in response 
to Christ’s call. Hear us, O God. 
 Your mercy is great. 
 
God of roaring seas, in a world of earthquake, famine, and plague, use your mighty power to        
nurture the land and all that lives upon it. Restore peoples and places experiencing natural         
disasters. Strengthen organizations who provide aid to any in crisis. Hear us, O God. 
 Your mercy is great. 
 
God of victory, among quests for power, guide those in government, courts, law enforcement  
agencies, and the military. Turn them from war and violence to actions of care that build up the 
common good. Hear us, O God. 
 Your mercy is great. 
 
God of healing, where injustice and exploitation result in populations that are marginalized or      
underserved, accompany those abandoned by friends, hurt by family, and harmed by violence or 
oppression. Care for all who are ill, anxious, or in pain of any kind. Hear us, O God. 
 Your mercy is great. 
 
God of new songs, in a congregation of faithful believers, energize us for compassionate service 
and delight us through worship and inspired prayer. Encourage your people in building equitable 
community where all are valued. Hear us, O God. 
 Your mercy is great. 
 
Thank you for the life of our birthday siblings, 
 Vera Harris and Tina Linz 
 
God of every generation, we remember the saints with steadfast love and faithfulness. Confident in 
Christ’s victory over death, may we be inspired by the example of the faithful. Hear us, O God. 
  Your mercy is great. 
 
We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your grace and unyielding love; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 Amen. 
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AM: Let us enthusiastically pray our prayer of stewardship, Holy Lord, 

 I gladly return, for your work, a portion of your abundant provision to me. All that I 
have is yours alone, entrusted Lord, to my care. Amen. 

   

PM: The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 

PM: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day                 
overcame death and the grave, and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of             
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PM: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the           
remembrance of me. 

The Offering of our tithes, gifts and sacrifices is gathered for the mission of Christ’s church, including the 
care of those in need. 

ELECTRONIC GIVING  

PC = https://onrealm.org/ZionLutheranChurchNC/give/now 

Smartphone = https://onrealm.org/ZionLutheranChurchNC/give/now 

OR Scan QR code for mobile giving 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 

 
With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. We 
remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for his coming. 
 Come, Lord Jesus 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh in 
us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your Light. Bring the gift of peace on earth.  
 Come, Holy Spirit 
 
All praise and glory are yours, Holy God, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High, one 
God, now and forever. 
 Amen. 
 
Let us enthusiastically pray as Jesus taught us, 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into       
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory. Forever and ever. Amen. 
 

God of healing and hope, you bless those who are hungry, promising to fill them with good things. 
Fulfill that promise through us and these your gifts. Nourish us with the abundance of your feast 
and unite us into the blessed body of Jesus Christ our Savior, now and forever. 
 Amen. 

 
There is a place for you at the table of God. Come, receive the food that does not perish, a taste 
of life eternal. 
 Thanks be to God. Amen. 
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           Please be seated 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Communion Music: Let Us Break Bread Together                                             By: Harold DeCou 
 
 
                                                    Please stand as you are able 
 
 
PM: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
 Amen. 
  
AM: Let us pray, 

God of field and flower, wheat and grape, you have nourished us with the bread of 
 heaven that gives life to the world. Strengthened by the body and blood of your Son, 

send us out to gather your good gifts for all who hunger and thirst, and embolden us 
 to love and serve in Christ’s name. Amen. 

 
 AM: Let us enthusiastically commit to our mission as we pray, 

 Lord, my hope and strength come from you. Open my eyes and heart to become the 
person you want me to be; a person who cares for the widows and orphans, feeds the 
hungry, clothes the naked, frees the oppressed, and visits the sick and  imprisoned. 
Give me and this congregation a vision to make a difference in our community.         
Enliven me to spread the good news of your Son. I pray this all for Jesus’ sake.  
Amen. 
 

PM: The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you, God the Son save you, and God the Holy Spirit 
anoint you for the work ahead. The holy Trinity bless you + and grant you a faithful and courageous 
heart now and forever. 
         Amen 
            
 
  Turn to follow the cross as it processes through the Worship Space. 

Then follow it out to join in God’s work. 
 
 

                   

 

The Lord’s Supper (Communion) at this congregation is practiced as an open table – all are         
welcome. Jesus said this is his body and blood given and shed for you;  

come receive the loving grace God provides for you. 

Those who do not commune may come forward for a blessing, for all are loved by God. 

Children who commune at their home congregation are encouraged to commune here today too. 

Gluten free wafers available. Request at time of receiving communion. 
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PM: The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who gives food to the                 
hungry, who sets the prisoners free, + bless you now and forever. 

 Amen. 
 
Go in peace. Do not lose heart. 
 Thanks be to God. 
      

Postlude: Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee                     By: Lugwig von Beethoven and Lani Smith 

 

                                                                                          

Today’s Worship Leaders 

Guest Minister: Rev. Dr. Joyce Penfield 
Assisting Minister: George Miller 
Acolyte: LJ Brown 
Accompanist: Seve Moore 
Audio/Visual Technicians: John Rhodes and  
                                           Chris Thompson 
Chancel Guild: Jane Fairman and Janet Slease 
Reader: Laura Thompson 
Trustees: John Long and Brian Milek 
Flowers By: Art Brakus in loving memory of        

Gina Marie Brakus Lehn 
 

November 23, 2025 Worship Leaders  

Guest Minister: Rev. Dr. Joyce Penfield 
Assisting Minister: Beth Heller 
Acolyte: Ben Keith 
Accompanist: Digital Music  
Audio/Visual Technicians: John Rhodes and  
                                           Paul Bagocius 
Chancel Guild: Corlene Coulter & Linda Smith 
Reader: Renee Keith 
Trustees: Randy Elsass & Darlene Milavickas 
Flowers By: Betty Tracy thankful for family, 

friends and all my blessings this 
past year! 

                                   Weekly News of Zion Lutheran Church 

Bible Readings for  
November 23, 2025 

 
           ~ Jeremiah 23:1-6 
           ~ Colossians 1:11-20 
           ~ Luke 23:33-43 

FLEECE BLANKET COLLECTION FOR  
NORTH CANTON CARES TEAM 

 
Now thru the end of November we are  

Trying to collect 100 blankets to The North Canton 
City Schools Christmas Shop program.   

 
Can you help support these families in this small way? 

This week we pray for:        
The Family of Al Fox,     

Susan and those                    
affected by war. 

  Submit your prayer                   
requests to 

 Jayne Schrader at                  
Prayer@Zion-NC.com 


