
  

 

 

November 9, 2025 
               Twenty-second Sunday After Pentecost 

Traditional Worship Service 
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 Congregation responses are in bold 
 
Guest Minister (PM) - Rev. Dr. Joyce Penfield 
 
Announcements made prior to the start of our service 
 
Prelude: Songs Of The Armed Forces                           By: Dan Coates 
           
        Please stand as you are able 
     Turn to follow the cross as it processes through the worship space    
   Welcome Jesus into our presence 
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 PM: On this day, we remember those who have served in our armed forces. 
 
                 Pause for silent reflection 
 
Prince of Peace, even as we pray for an end to war, 

we give thanks for our soldiers’ courage, for their love of country, and for their work 
to bring peace to our world. 

Healer of All, bind up the wounds of all who have served, 
show us how to comfort those who are hurting. 

Merciful God, all suffer the cost of war. 
We remember widows and widowers, orphans, and all those separated from those 
they love. 

We pray, Gracious God, that swords will be turned into plowshares and that peace will reign. 
We give thanks for all who have served. Shield from danger those who bravely protect 
us. With them, may we glory not in war, but in your love and righteousness.         
Strengthen us to be your peacemakers in the world. Amen.  

  

Fritz Cizek:  Almighty and ever-living God, we give you thanks for the men and women who 
served and defended our country and the values of freedom and justice we hold so dear. Help us 
be mindful of the sacrifices they made and the hardship endured by their families and friends, so 
that we never take for granted the privileges they have secured for us. 
 
Lord in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 
Brian Milek:  Almighty and everlasting God, whose providence guides your people in diligent ser-
vice, bless the officers and enlisted women and men of the Army, Navy, Marines, Air Force, Coast 
Guard, and National Guard as they perform the duties of their calling. Give them not only true love 
of country but also love of you and an understanding of your love for all people; so that, relying up-
on your guidance, they may courageously defend our nation from every foe, promote justice, hon-
or, and unity among our people, and be a means of fostering mutual respect and     understanding 
among all peoples of the world. 

 
Lord in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 
Meredith Janaske: Almighty God, let your protection be upon all those who are in the service of 
our nation. Guard them from all danger and harm; sustain and comfort those at home, especially in 
hours of anxiety, loneliness, and sorrow. Prepare the dying for death and the living for your service. 
Uphold those who bear arms on land and sea and in the air; and grant unto us and all nations a 
speedy, just, and lasting peace, to the glory of your holy name. 
 
Lord in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
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Jenny Elkins:  Eternal God, we give thanks for all those who have shown the greatest love by     
laying down their lives for others. We especially thank you for those in our military throughout      
history who sacrificed their lives for their fellow citizens and for us who came after. As we              
remember their service, keep us mindful of all those for whom this day is a burden, and send your 
spirit of comfort to them. Be present with all who are serving in the military today. Though we are at 
war let them live for the peace known only from you. Help us to be worthy of their legacy, and keep 
us mindful of their service, that in all things we may live our lives in praise and thanksgiving to you. 

 

Lord in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 

Nick Cignetti:  Merciful God, you grieve amid the pain, fear, and suffering of your children. Look 
with compassion on all who endure the miseries of war. Be mindful, too, of those who day and 
night face peril in defense of our nation. Guide them in their duties as they seek justice for all      
nations. Guide them in their duties as they seek justice for those subjected to tyranny, and liberty 
for those who are oppressed. Eternal Protector of the helpless, hear the cry of the distressed and 
grant speedy deliverance in a new day of peace and concord. 

 

Lord in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

  
PM: In grateful acknowledgement of the selfless service of our veterans, we ask all veterans to 
stand at your place and be acknowledged. 

Applause is an appropriate acknowledgement 

Veterans, please remain standing for the blessing 

See Page 15 for a list of veterans 
  
PM: Almighty God, by the power of your Holy Spirit, you have knit these your servants into the one 
body of your Son, Jesus Christ. Look with favor upon them in their commitment to serve in Christ’s 
name. Give them courage, patience, and vision; and strengthen us all in our Christian vocation of 
witness to the world and service to others; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
 

Almighty God, Father, ✠ Son, and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever. 
Amen 
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PM: Let us pray. 

O God, our eternal redeemer, by the presence of your Spirit you renew and direct our 
hearts. Keep always in our mind the end of all things and the day of judgment. Inspire 
us for a holy life here, and bring us to the joy of the resurrection, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
 

Please be seated 
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 A reading from Job:                                                                                   (Job 19:23-27a  Pew Bible                                                                                                                     
                Old Testament, page 364)   
The reading concludes with: 
Word of God, Word of Life 
 Thanks be to God 
 
  
Psalm 17:1-9 
  
Hear a just cause, O L඗කඌ; give heed to my cry; listen to my prayer, which does not come from  
lying lips. 
 Let my vindication come forth from your presence; let your eyes be fixed on justice. 
Examine my heart, visit me by night, melt me down; you will find no impurity in me. 
 I have not regarded what others do; at the word of your lips I have avoided the ways  
 of the violent.  
My footsteps hold fast to your well-worn path; and my feet do not slip. 
 I call upon you, O God, for you will answer me; incline your ear to me and hear my 
 words. 
Show me your marvelous lovingkindness, O Savior of those who take refuge at your right hand 
from those who rise against them. 
 Keep me as the apple of your eye; hide me under the shadow of your wings, 
from the wicked who assault me, from my deadly enemies who surround me.  
 

 
A reading from 2 Thessalonians :                                      (2 Thessalonians  2:1-5,13-17 Pew Bible,                

New Testament, page 160) 
 
The reading concludes with: 
Word of God, Word of Life 
 Thanks be to God 
 
                              Please stand as you are able 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The holy gospel according to St. Luke                                                      (Luke 20:27-38 Pew Bible, 
 Glory to you, O Lord                                                                  New Testament, page 64) 
  
              
The reading concludes with: 
The gospel of the Lord 
 Praise to you, O Christ 
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         Please be seated 
 
 
Children’s Time with Pastor 
 
  
Sermon 
 
                                                      Please stand as you are able 
  
 
  
 

   
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Verses 1-3 & 8 
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PM: Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he   
descended to the dead. 
 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

AM: Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in 
need. 
               A brief silence for personal prayer  
 
God our Redeemer, bless your church universal and its leaders. Set all hearts on you from         
generation to generation in anticipation of Christ’s return. Hear us, O God. 
 Your mercy is great. 
 
God of life, we give thanks for the fruits and grains of harvest, for rivers and streams, for all that is 
made of rock and iron. Renew the earth’s natural resources and the lands from which they come. 
Hear us, O God. 
 Your mercy is great. 
 
God of justice, we give thanks for the service of our veterans and pray for those needing support 
for wounds of any kind. Strengthen those charged with the governance and protection of vulnera-
ble populations. Bring an end to war throughout the world. Hear us, O God. 
 Your mercy is great. 
 
God who leads us to belief and truth, we give thanks that you are always and already here. Nurture 
and support those who are unsteady in mind, unsafe in spirit, or unwell in body. Comfort those who 
suffer from trauma and exposure to traumatic events. Hear us, O God. 
 Your mercy is great. 
 
God who gathers us together, we give thanks for our pastors and deacons, teachers and musi-
cians, administrators, and building caretakers. May they find joy in leadership as we grow in faith 
together. Hear us, O God. 
 Your mercy is great. 
 
Thank you for the life of our birthday sibling, 
 Lisa Frock 
 
God of the saints, we give thanks for all who have died in faith. Uplift us as we honor their memory 
and await your coming in glory. Hear us, O God. 
 Your mercy is great. 
 
We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your grace and unyielding love; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 Amen. 
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AM: Let us enthusiastically pray our prayer of stewardship, Holy Lord, 

 I gladly return, for your work, a portion of your abundant provision to me. All that I 
have is yours alone, entrusted Lord, to my care. Amen. 

   

PM: The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 

PM: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day                 
overcame death and the grave, and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of             
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Offering of our tithes, gifts and sacrifices is gathered for the mission of Christ’s church, including the 
care of those in need. 

ELECTRONIC GIVING  

PC = https://onrealm.org/ZionLutheranChurchNC/give/now 

Smartphone = https://onrealm.org/ZionLutheranChurchNC/give/now 

OR Scan QR code for mobile giving 
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PM: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the           
remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the 
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

 
With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. We re-
member our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for his coming. 
 Come, Lord Jesus 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. Fill us with your Light. Bring the gift of peace on earth.  
 Come, Holy Spirit 
 
All praise and glory are yours, Holy God, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High, one God, 
now and forever. 
 Amen. 
 
Let us enthusiastically pray as Jesus taught us, 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into       temp-
tation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory. 
Forever and ever. Amen. 
 

God of healing and hope, you bless those who are hungry, promising to fill them with good things. 
Fulfill that promise through us and these your gifts. Nourish us with the abundance of your feast 
and unite us into the blessed body of Jesus Christ our Savior, now and forever. 
 Amen. 
 
There is a place for you at the table of God. Come, receive the food that does not perish, a taste of 
life eternal. 
 Thanks be to God. Amen. 
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          Please be seated 
 
 

 
 
Communion Music: There Is A Redeemer                                                        By: Melody Green                     
 
                                                  
                                                      Please stand as you are able 
 
 
PM: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
 Amen. 
  
AM: Let us pray, 

God of field and flower, wheat and grape, you have nourished us with the bread of 
 heaven that gives life to the world. Strengthened by the body and blood of your 
 Son, send us out to gather your good gifts for all who hunger and thirst, and          
 embolden us to love and serve in Christ’s name. Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Supper (Communion) at this congregation is practiced as an open table – all are         
welcome. Jesus said this is his body and blood given and shed for you;  

come receive the loving grace God provides for you. 

Those who do not commune may come forward for a blessing, for all are loved by God. 

Children who commune at their home congregation are encouraged to commune here today too. 

Gluten free wafers available. Request at time of receiving communion. 



12 

 

AM: Let us enthusiastically commit to our mission as we pray, 
 Lord, my hope and strength come from you. Open my eyes and heart to become 
the person you want me to be; a person who cares for the widows and orphans, 
feeds the hungry, clothes the naked, frees the oppressed, and visits the sick and           
imprisoned. Give me and this congregation a vision to make a difference in our 
community. Enliven me to spread the good news of your Son. I pray this all for      
Jesus’ sake. Amen. 
 

PM:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
        The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
        The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 
         Amen 
            
 
  Turn to follow the cross as it processes through the Worship Space. 

Then follow it out to join in God’s work. 
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PM: The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you, God the Son save you, and God the Holy 
Spirit anoint you for the work ahead. The holy Trinity bless you + and grant you a faithful and 
courageous heart now and forever. 
 Amen. 
 
Go in peace. Share the harvest  
 Thanks be to God. 
      

Postlude: Let Freedom Ring                                                                By: Dennis L. Jernigan 



15 

 

 



16 

 

 
 
 
 
                   

 

                                                                                          

Comfort Givers 
Lap and full comforters made 
2nd & 4th Thursdays—10:00 am to noon 
Contact office to join this group!!  

Today’s Worship Leaders 

Guest Minister: Rev. Dr. Joyce Penfield 
Assisting Minister: Darlene Milavickas 
Acolyte: Eli Haga 
Accompanist: Susan Kaschak  
Audio/Visual Technicians: John Rhodes and  
                                           Chris Thompson 
Chancel Guild: Corlene Coulter and Linda Smith 
Reader: Nick Cignetti 
Trustees: Rob Frock and Scott Gross 
Flowers By: Given to the Glory of God by the      

congregation of Zion Lutheran Church 
in honor of all Veterans! 

November 16, 2025 Worship Leaders  

Guest Minister: Rev. Dr. Joyce Penfield 
Assisting Minister: George Miller 
Acolyte: LJ Brown 
Accompanist: Seve Moore 
Audio/Visual Technicians: John Rhodes and  
                                           Chris Thompson 
Chancel Guild: Jane Fairman and Janet Slease 
Reader: Laura Thompson 
Trustees: John Long and Brian Milek 
Flowers By: Art Brakus in loving memory of       

Gina Marie Brakus Lehn 

                                   Weekly News of Zion Lutheran Church 

This week we pray for:        
Al, Susan and those                    

affected by war. 
  Submit your prayer                   

requests to 
 Jayne Schrader at                  

Prayer@Zion-NC.com 

TIME TO BRING 
 IN YOUR ACME RECEIPTS 

 AUGUST 1, 2025 thru FEBRUARY 14, 2026 
Proceeds benefit our Education Dept.  

Equal Exchange inventory  
reduction sale thru November 
 

$1.00 off coffee, tea                  
and candy!  

Bible Readings for  
November 16, 2025 

 
     ~ Malachi 4:1-2a 
     ~ 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 
     ~ Luke 21:5-19 


