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Congregation responses are in bold

Guest Minister (PM) - Rev. David Houdeschell

Announcements made prior to the start of our service

Lynn DeShazo

Please stand as you are able

We welcome Jesus into our presence as we

turn to follow the cross as it is processed through our worship space
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Text and music: Michael W. Smith and Deborah D. Smith
Text and music © 1982 Meadowgreen Music, admin. EMI Christian Music Publishing
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All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

PM: Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, the Creator of heaven and earth, the Word who spoke
life into being, the Wind stirring the waters.
Amen.

Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Mighty God, lover of justice,
you call us to life in community, but we have served our own interests at the expense
of our neighbors. We have sown deceit where honesty was needed. We say the right
words, but our hearts are far from you. Turn us to seek your face. Knit us together and
give us the mind of Christ, that we may do justice, love mercy,
and walk humbly with you, our God.
Amen.

PM: The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares: Like a spring of

water that never fails, God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, and forgives your sin in +
Jesus’ name. May the Spirit give you strength to live for others, and bless you with the gift of
peace.

Amen.

PM: Let us pray.
Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly and
the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance in
striving for peace, that in our words and deeds the world may see the life of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Please be seated

A reading from Micah: (Micah 6:1-8 Pew Bible,
Old Testament, page 672)

The reading concludes with:
Word of God, Word of Life
Thanks be to God

Psalm: Psalm 15

LorD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? Who may abide upon your holy hill?
Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, who speak the truth from their
heart;
they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends; they do not cast discredit
upon a neighbor. 3



In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the LORD. They
have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word.
They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes against the innocent.
Those who do these things shall never be overthrown.
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Please be near me to the end.
A reading from 1 Corinthians: (1 Corinthians 1:18-31, Pew Bible,

New Testament, page 127)
The reading concludes with:
Word of God, Word of Life
Thanks be to God

Please stand as you are able
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Text: Psalm 119:105, refrain; Michael W. Smith, stanzas

Music: Amy Grant

Text and music © 1984 Meadowgreen Music, admin. EMI Christian Music Publishing; and Bug and Bear Music, admin. Word Music, Inc.

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew

Glory to you, O Lord

The reading concludes with:
The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ

Children’s Time with Pastor

Sermon

Please be seated

Please stand as you are able

(Matthew 5:1-12 Pew Bible,
New Testament, page 3)



What have we to offer?
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Text and music: Ray Makeever
Text and music © 1982 Ray Makeever, admin. Augsburg Fortress




PM: Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. | believe in Jesus
Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Text and musie: Kelly Willard
¢ Textand tune © 1982 Willing Heart Music (admin. Maranatha! Music ¢/o The Copyright Company) and Maranatha! Music (admin. The Copyright Company)

AM: As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole human
community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.

A brief silence.

AM: God our wisdom, renew the church in the power of the Spirit, that it may do justice, love
kindness, live humbly, and boldly proclaim Christ crucified. We pray for social justice and
humanitarian aid ministries. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.



AM: God our source, we honor you by caring wisely for your creation. We pray for the health of
old growth forests, ice caps, and ocean currents. Preserve the diversity of life on earth. Merciful
God,

receive our prayer.

AM: God our righteousness, raise up visionary leaders who serve with integrity and respect
human rights. Increase freedom in every nation. Protect educators, journalists, artists, and
religious activists who are reviled for speaking truth. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

AM: God our advocate, you give hope to all who suffer because of persecution, poverty, or war.
Reunite separated families and bring orphaned children to safety. Comfort any who grieve or
suffer in any way. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

AM: God our blessing, we pray for the children and youth of this congregation, and for parents,
grandparents, mentors, teachers, and youth ministers who model love for their neighbor and
care for others. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Thank you for the life of our birthday sibling,
Sandy Cizek

AM: God our joy, we give thanks for the lives of those before us who journeyed humbly with you.
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

AM: Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all for
whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior.

Amen.
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Text and music: Kelly Willard
Text and tune © 1982 Willing Heart Music (admin. Maranatha! Music ¢/o The Copyright Company) and Maranatha! Music (admin. The Copyright Company)

The Offering of our tithes, gifts and sacrifices is gathered for the mission of Christ’s church, including the
care of those in need.

ELECTRONIC GIVING @@

PC = https://onrealm.org/ZionLutheranChurchNC/give/now oo

Smartphone = https://onrealm.org/ZionLutheranChurchNC/give/now

OR Scan QR code for mobile giving @

AM: Let us enthusiastically pray our prayer of stewardship, Holy Lord,
| gladly return, for your work, a portion of your abundant provision to me. All that |
have is yours alone, entrusted Lord, to my care. Amen.

PM: The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PM: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the
leading of a star he was shown fourth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed
him your beloved son; and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. And so,
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

PM: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,

and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is

the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

PM: Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. =+
May your Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people.
Fill us with your light. Bring the qift of peace to earth.

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel,
Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High,
One God, now and forever.

Amen.

Let us enthusiastically pray as Jesus taught us,
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory. Forever and ever. Amen.

God of glory, great are your wonders among us and many are the blessings you bestow. Use us
and these your gifts for the needs of the world, that all the ends of the earth may rejoice in your
saving grace, through Christ our Savior.

Amen.

Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
Come to the table; taste and see.

Please be seated

10
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

The Lord’s Supper (Communion) at this congregation is practiced as an open table — all are
welcome. Jesus said this is his body and blood given and shed for you;
come receive the loving grace God provides for you.

Those who do not commune may come forward for a blessing, for all are loved by God.
Children who commune at their home congregation are encouraged to commune here today too.

Gluten free wafers available. Request at time of receiving communion.

Communion Music Beautiful One Tim Hughes
Please stand as you are able

PM: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PM: Today, communion will be taken to some of Zion’s shut-ins. Our prayers go with those who
deliver them, as they not only share Christ’s Body and Blood with those who are unable to be

present with us this morning, but they also take the blessings of the whole congregation.
Amen.

AM: Let us pray,
Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the sacrament
of his body and blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send us from this table with
delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, and bear witness to all we

have seen and heard, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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AM: Let us enthusiastically commit to our mission as we pray,
Lord, my hope and strength come from you. Open my eyes and heart to become the
person you want me to be; a person who cares for the widows and orphans, feeds
the hungry, clothes the naked, frees the oppressed, and visits the sick and
imprisoned. Give me and this congregation a vision to make a difference in our
community. Enliven me to spread the good news of your Son. | pray this all for

Jesus’ sake.
Amen.

PM: May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth and tuned your heart for praise

-+ bless you now and forever.
Amen.

Turn to follow the cross as it processes through the Worship Space.

Then follow it out

to join in God’s work.
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Continued on next page
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Postlude

Refrain
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Text and music: David Haas

Text and music © 1988 GIA Publications

| Lift My Eyes Up

PM: Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.
Thanks be to God.
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Ash Wednesday Service at 7:00pm

Lent Service at 6:15pm

(Dinner At 5:30pm)
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Lent Service at 6:15pm
(Dinner At 5:30pm)

Lent Service at 6:15pm
(Dinner At 5:30pm)

Lent Service at 6:15pm
(Dinner At 5:30pm)

Palm Sunday Service at 9:00am
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Lent Service at 6:15pm
(Dinner At 5:30pm)
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ScouTt SUNDAY

| Readers: Owen Casper, Jonah Casper, and Austin Draher

Acolyte: Nolan Ramsey

I Announcements: Evan Heil

Today’s Worship Leaders

Guest Minister: Rev. David Houdeschell

Assisting Minister: Ken Reinoehl

Acolyte: Ben Keith

Accompanist: Susan Kaschak

Audio/Visual Technicians: Chris Thompson and
Paul Bagocius

Chancel Guild: Jane Fairman & Janet Slease

Reader: Mark Denman

Trustees: Rob Frock and Scott Gross

Flowers By: Kay Reiss in honor of my seven
grandchildren

February 8, 2026 Worship Leaders

Guest Minister: Rev. David Houdeschell

Assisting Minister: Jim Fidler

Acolyte: Eli Haga

Accompanist: Susan Kaschak

Audio/Visual Technicians: John Rhodes and
Paul Bagocius

Chancel Guild: Corlene Coulter & Linda Smith

Reader: Laura Thompson

Trustees: John Long and Brian Milek

Flowers By: Jayne Schrader in memory of Lee and
Eona Fischer
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