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    Congregation responses are in bold 
 
Guest Minister (PM) -  Rev. Bob Sander 
 
Announcements made prior to the start of our service 
 
Prelude   Fairest Lord Jesus Silesian Folk Medley, arr. Diane Bish 
                              
        Please stand as you are able 
 
                     We welcome Jesus into our presence as we  
      turn to follow the cross as it is processed through our worship space 
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Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the Creator of heaven and earth, the Word who spoke life 
into being, the Wind stirring the waters. 
 Amen. 
 
Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Mighty God, lover of justice, 
 you call us to life in community, but we have served our own interests at the expense 
 of our neighbors. We have sown deceit where honesty was needed. We say the right 
 words, but our hearts are far from you. Turn us to seek your face. Knit us together and 
 give us the mind of Christ, that we may do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with 
 you, our God. 
  Amen. 
 
The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares: Like a spring of water 
that never fails, God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, and forgives your sin in + Jesus’ 
name. May the Spirit give you strength to live for others, and bless you with the gift of peace. 
 Amen. 

         
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Continued on next page 
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PM: Let us pray. 
 O God, in the transfiguration of your Son you confirmed the mysteries of the faith by 
 the witness of Moses and Elijah, and in the voice from the bright cloud declaring 
 Jesus your beloved Son, you foreshadowed our adoption as your children. Make us 
 heirs with Christ of your glory, and bring us to enjoy its fullness, through Jesus 
 Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
 God, now and forever. 
 Amen. 

 
 
 

Please be seated 
 

A reading from Exodus:                                                                    (Exodus 24:12-18 Pew Bible,  
                                                                                                                Old Testament, page 55)                                                                                                                      
 
The reading concludes with: 
Word of God, Word of Life 
 Thanks be to God 
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Psalm: Psalm 2  
 
Why are the nations in an uproar? Why do the peoples mutter empty threats? 
  Why do the kings of the earth rise up in revolt, and the princes plot together, 
 against the L඗කඌ and against the L඗කඌ’s anointed?  
“Let us break their yoke,” they say; “let us cast off their bonds from us.” 
 God whose throne is in heaven is laughing; the L඗කඌ holds them in derision.  

Then in wrath God speaks to them, and in rage fills them with terror. 
 “As for me, I have anointed my king upon Zion, my holy mountain.” 
Let me announce the decree of the L඗කඌ, who said to me, “You are my son; this day have I be-  
gotten you. 
 Ask of me, and I will give you the nations for your inheritance and the ends of the 
 earth for your possession.  
You shall crush them with an iron rod and shatter them like a piece of pottery.” 
 And now, you kings, be wise; be warned, you rulers of the earth. 
Submit to the L඗කඌ with fear, and with trembling bow in worship; 
 lest the L඗කඌ be angry, and you perish in a sudden blaze of wrath. Happy are all who 
 take refuge in God!   

 
 
A reading from 2 Peter:                                                                         (2 Peter 1:16-21 , Pew Bible,                      

New Testament, page 185) 
The reading concludes with: 
Word of God, Word of Life 
 Thanks be to God 
 

 
Please stand as you are able 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The holy gospel according to St. Matthew                                            (Matthew 17:1-9 Pew Bible,  
   Glory to you, O Lord                                                                      New Testament, page 14)
   
 
The reading concludes with: 
The Gospel of the Lord 
 Praise to you, O Christ 
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Please be seated 

 
Children’s Time with Pastor 
 
Sermon 

  
 

Please stand as you are able 
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PM: Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he   
descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

AM: As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole human 
community, and the well-being of the earth, our home. 

A brief silence. 

AM: Revealing God, your Spirit sustains the church. Strengthen the faithful with the revelation of 
Christ transfigured, that we may joyfully follow him in the way of the cross. Merciful God, 
 receive our prayer. 
 
AM: Life-giving God, creation is full of your majesty. Nurture in us a deep respect for the 
interdependence of all life, and make us wise and vigilant stewards of your good earth. Merciful 
God, 
 receive our prayer. 
 
AM: Peacemaking God, the nations are in turmoil. We pray for an end to violent conflict. Give 
wisdom to negotiators and sanctuary to refugees. Defend any who are in danger. Merciful God, 
 receive our prayer. 
 

AM: Healing God, you desire wholeness for all people. Bring healing to any who are experiencing 
illness, chronic pain, or mental anguish. Comfort the dying and those who grieve. Merciful God, 
 receive our prayer. 
 
AM: Holy God, in our worship we glimpse your glory, hear your voice, and receive assurance of 
your love. Inspire all who prepare, lead, and participate in worship to serve you with reverence and 
joy. Merciful God, 
 receive our prayer. 
 

Thank you for the life of our birthday Siblings, 

 Mary Humbert, Rick Riffle, and Donna Roan. 

 

AM: Transforming God, you bring life from death. We give thanks for the witness of those who 
have died in faith, and we praise you for the hope we have in Christ, our Morning Star. Merciful 
God, 
 receive our prayer. 
 
AM: Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all for whom 
we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior. 
 Amen. 
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AM: Let us enthusiastically pray our prayer of stewardship, Holy Lord, 
 I gladly return, for your work, a portion of your abundant provision to me. All that I 

have is yours alone, entrusted Lord, to my care. Amen. 
 
 
PM: The Lord be with you. 
  And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts.  
  We lift them up to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
 
PM: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the 
leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed 
him your beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory.  And 
so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn:  

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            
 
 
 

The Offering of our tithes, gifts and sacrifices is gathered for the mission of Christ’s church, including the 
care of those in need. 

ELECTRONIC GIVING  

PC = https://onrealm.org/ZionLutheranChurchNC/give/now 

Smartphone = https://onrealm.org/ZionLutheranChurchNC/give/now 

OR Scan QR code for mobile giving 
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PM: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the           
remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 
 
PM: For as often as we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the mystery of our 
faith. 
 Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  
 
PM: To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, now 
and forever. 
 Amen, amen, and amen! 
 
Let us enthusiastically pray as Jesus taught us, 
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
 done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
 trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
 temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
 glory. Forever and ever. Amen. 
 
PM: Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 
Come to the table: taste and see. 
    
       
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                            
           
    
   

         
 Please be seated  
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Communion Music:  Jesus, Lover of my Soul (Medley of Three Hymn Tunes) Arr. Albin Whitworth 
 
                
       Please stand as you are able       
  
PM: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
 Amen. 
 
AM: Let us pray, 
 Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the sacrament 
 of his body and blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send us from this table with 
 delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, and bear witness to all we 
 have seen and heard, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
  Amen. 
 
AM: Let us enthusiastically commit to our mission as we pray, 

 Lord, my hope and strength come from you. Open my eyes and heart to become the 
person you want me to be; a person who cares for the widows and orphans, feeds 
the hungry, clothes the naked, frees the oppressed, and visits the sick and              
imprisoned. Give me and this congregation a vision to make a difference in our   
community. Enliven me to spread the good news of your Son. I pray this all for        
Jesus’s sake. Amen. 

 
PM: May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth and tuned your heart for praise 
+ bless you now and forever. 
 Amen. 

 
Turn to follow the cross as it processes through the Worship Space. 

Then follow it out to join in God’s work. 
 
  
 
 
 
  
 

The Lord’s Supper (Communion) at this congregation is practiced as an open table – all are         
welcome. Jesus said this is his body and blood given and shed for you;  

come receive the loving grace God provides for you. 

Those who do not commune may come forward for a blessing, for all are loved by God. 

Children who commune at their home congregation are encouraged to commune here today too. 

Gluten free wafers available. Request at time of receiving communion. 
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PM: Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. 
  Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude  Immortal, Invisible                        A Welsh Hymn Melody, arr. Don Wyrtzen 
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The Weekly News of Zion Lutheran Church  

Today’s Worship Leaders 
 
Guest Minister: Rev. Bob Sander 
Assisting Minister: Beth Heller 
Acolyte: LJ Brown 
Accompanist: Steve Moore 
Audio/Visual Technicians:  Chris Thompson and  
 Paul Bagocius 
Chancel Guild: Corlene Coulter & Linda Smith 
Reader:  Brian Milek 
Trustees:  Randy Elsass and Brian Milek 
Flowers By: Scott Gross in memory of Anne O. 
  Gross 

  

February 22, 2026 Worship Leaders  
 
Guest Minister: Rev. David Houdeschell 
Assisting Minister: George Miller 
Acolyte: Ben Keith 
Accompanist: Digital Music 
Audio/Visual Technicians:  John Rhodes and  
 Chris Thompson 
Chancel Guild:  Jane Fairman & Janet Slease 
Reader:  Renee Keith 
Trustees:  Rob Frock & Scott Gross 
Flowers By: Cindy & Paul Bagocius in 
appreciation of God’s steadfast love & blessings 
Lou & Darlene Milavickas in loving memory of Ellis 
Le Beau  

 February 18th  

Service At 7:00pm 

Zion Shared Goods 
Giveaway 

 
February 16th 5-7pm 

February 22 

Following worship service 


