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   Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
                Traditional Worship Service 
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    Congregation responses are in bold 
 
Guest Minister (PM) -  Rev. David Houdeschell 
 
Announcements made prior to the start of our service 
 
Prelude     Let All Things Now Living     Cindy Berry 
                              
        Please stand as you are able 
 
                     We welcome Jesus into our presence as we  
      turn to follow the cross as it is processed through our worship space 
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PM: 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, +  one God, the Creator of heaven and earth, the Word who spoke life 
into being, the Wind stirring the waters. 
 Amen. 
 
Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Mighty God, lover of justice, 
 you call us to life in community, but we have served our own interests at the expense 
 of our neighbors. We have sown deceit where honesty was needed. We say the right 
 words, but our hearts are far from you. Turn us to seek your face. Knit us together and 
 give us the mind of Christ, that we may do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with 
 you, our God. 
  Amen. 
 
The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares: Like a spring of water 
that never fails, God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, and forgives your sin in +  Jesus’ 
name. May the Spirit give you strength to live for others, and bless you with the gift of peace. 
 Amen. 
         
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continued on next page 
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PM: Let us pray. 
 Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who call upon you. By 
 your Spirit show us the things we ought to do, and give us the grace and power to 
 do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
  Amen. 

 
 
 

Please be seated 
 

A reading from Isaiah:                                                                 (Isaiah 58:1-9a [9b-12] Pew Bible,  
                                                                                                                Old Testament, page 533)             
 
The reading concludes with: 
Word of God, Word of Life 
 Thanks be to God 
 
 
 
Psalm: Psalm 112:1-9 [10]  
 
Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the L  and have great delight in God’s commandments! 
 Their descendants will be mighty in the land; the generation of  the upright will be 
blessed. 
Wealth and riches will be in their house, and their righteousness will last forever. 
 Light shines in the darkness for the upright; the righteous are merciful and full of 
compassion.  
It is good for them to be generous in lending and to manage their affairs with justice. 
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  For they will never be shaken; the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance. 
They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; their heart is steadfast, trusting in the L . 
 Their heart is established and will not shrink, until they see their desire upon their 
 enemies. 
They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands fast forever; they will hold up 
their head with honor. 
 The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teeth and pine away; the 
 desires of the wicked will perish.  
 
 
A reading from 1 Corinthians:                                             (1 Corinthians 2:1-12 [13-16] , Pew Bible,         

New Testament, page 127) 
The reading concludes with: 
Word of God, Word of Life 
 Thanks be to God 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please stand as you are able 
 
 
 

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew                                            (Matthew 5:13-20 Pew Bible,  
   Glory to you, O Lord                                                                      New Testament, page 3)
   
 
The reading concludes with: 
The Gospel of the Lord 
 Praise to you, O Christ 
 
          Please be seated 
 
Children’s Time with Pastor 
 
 
Sermon 

  
 

Please stand as you are able 
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AM: As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole human 
community, and the well-being of the earth, our home. 

A brief silence. 
AM: Your church does ministry in many and various ways. Keep the baptized true to the mind of 
Christ, that our works and witness bring hope to a troubled world. Merciful God, 
 receive our prayer. 
 
AM: Your marvelous creation cries out to you. Restore polluted air, soil, and water sources to 
wholeness. Guard honeybees, elephants, great whales and songbirds from harm, and renew the 
face of the earth. Merciful God, 
 receive our prayer. 
 
AM: Your people in every nation suffer injustice, poverty, and the threat of violence. Guide those in 
authority to govern with compassion, and bring peace to war zones. We pray for our enemies. 
Merciful God, 
 receive our prayer. 
 
AM: Your blessings are poured out for all in need. Help and heal any who experience trauma, 
discrimination, disease, hunger, abuse, or persecution. Comfort those who are sick or grieving. 
Merciful God, 
 receive our prayer. 
 
AM Your wisdom guides this congregation and its ministries. Sustain our ordained leaders, staff, 
lay leaders, and volunteers. Form us to be salt and light for the neighbors we serve, following the 
example of Christ. Merciful God, 
 receive our prayer. 
 
AM: Your saints rejoice at your heavenly banquet. We give thanks for their lives of faith, trusting 
that we also will be embraced by your eternal love. Merciful God, 
 receive our prayer. 
 
AM: Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all for whom 
we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior. 
 Amen. 
 
 

 
 
 

The Offering of our tithes, gifts and sacrifices is gathered for the mission of Christ’s church, including the 
care of those in need. 

ELECTRONIC GIVING  
PC = https://onrealm.org/ZionLutheranChurchNC/give/now 

Smartphone = https://onrealm.org/ZionLutheranChurchNC/give/now 

OR Scan QR code for mobile giving 
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 AM: Let us enthusiastically pray our prayer of stewardship, Holy Lord, 
 I gladly return, for your work, a portion of your abundant provision to me. All that I 

have is yours alone, entrusted Lord, to my care. Amen. 
 
PM: The Lord be with you. 
  And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts.  
  We lift them up to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
 
PM: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the 
leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed 
him your beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory.  And 
so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn:  

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            
 
PM: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the           
remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 
 
PM: For as often as we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the mystery of our 
faith. 
 Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  
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PM: To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, now 
and forever. 
 Amen, amen, and amen! 
 
 
Let us enthusiastically pray as Jesus taught us, 
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
 done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
 trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
 temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
 glory. Forever and ever. Amen. 
 
PM: Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 
Come to the table: taste and see. 
    
       
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                            
           
    

            Please be seated  
 
 
 
Communion Music:  Let Us Break Bread Together   Cindy Berry 
 

The Lord’s Supper (Communion) at this congregation is practiced as an open table – all are         
welcome. Jesus said this is his body and blood given and shed for you;  

come receive the loving grace God provides for you. 
Those who do not commune may come forward for a blessing, for all are loved by God. 

Children who commune at their home congregation are encouraged to commune here today too. 
Gluten free wafers available. Request at time of receiving communion. 
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Continued on next page 

                
       Please stand as you are able       
  
PM: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
 Amen. 
 
AM: Let us pray, 
 Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the sacrament 
 of his body and blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send us from this table with 
 delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, and bear witness to all we 
 have seen and heard, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
  Amen. 
 
AM: Let us enthusiastically commit to our mission as we pray, 

 Lord, my hope and strength come from you. Open my eyes and heart to become the 
person you want me to be; a person who cares for the widows and orphans, feeds 
the hungry, clothes the naked, frees the oppressed, and visits the sick and              
imprisoned. Give me and this congregation a vision to make a difference in our   
community. Enliven me to spread the good news of your Son. I pray this all for        
Jesus’s sake. Amen. 

 
PM: May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth and tuned your heart for praise 
+  bless you now and forever. 
 Amen. 

 
Turn to follow the cross as it processes through the Worship Space. 

Then follow it out to join in God’s work. 
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PM: Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. 
  Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude    Take My Life, Lead Me Lord     R. Maines Rawls 
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The Weekly News of Zion Lutheran Church  

Today’s Worship Leaders 
 
Guest Minister: Rev. David Houdeschell 
Assisting Minister: Jim Fidler  
Acolyte: Eli Haga 
Accompanist: Susan Kaschak  
Audio/Visual Technicians: John Rhodes and 
    Paul Bagocius 
Chancel Guild:  Corlene Coulter & Linda Smith 
Reader: Laura Thompson 
Trustees: John Long and Brian Milek 
Flowers By:  Jayne Schrader in memory of Lee &   

Edna Fischer           

February 15, 2026 Worship Leaders  
 
Guest Minister: Rev. Bob Sander 
Assisting Minister: Beth Heller 
Acolyte: LJ Brown 
Accompanist: Steve Moore 
Audio/Visual Technicians:  Chris Thompson and  
 Paul Bagocius 
Chancel Guild: Jane Fairman & Janet Slease 
Reader:  Brian Milek 
Trustees:  Randy Elsass and Brian Milek 
Flowers By: Scott Gross in memory of Anne O. 
  Gross 

2026 Lent/Easter  
Schedule 

February 18th    Ash Wednesday Service at 7:00pm 
 
February 22nd     Lent Service at 6:15pm  
      (Dinner At 5:30pm) 
 
March 1st     Lent Service at 6:15pm    
      (Dinner At  5:30pm) 
 
March 8th     Lent Service at 6:15pm  
      (Dinner At 5:30pm) 
 
March 15th    Lent Service at 6:15pm  
      (Dinner At 5:30pm) 
 
March 22nd      Lent Service at 6:15pm    
      (Dinner At 5:30pm) 
 
March 29th     Palm Sunday Service at 6:15pm  
       
 
April 2nd     Maundy Thursday Service at 7:00pm  
 
April 3rd      Good Friday Service at 7:30pm 
 
April 5th      Easter Service at 9:00am 


