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    Congregation responses are in bold 
 
Guest Minister (PM) -  Rev. Bob Sander 
 
Announcements made prior to the start of our service 
 
Prelude  Open Mine Eyes, That I May See   Clara H. Scott arr. Norman 
          Johnson 
                              
        Please stand as you are able 
 
                     We welcome Jesus into our presence as we  
      turn to follow the cross as it is processed through our worship space 
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Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out all offenses. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Gracious God, 
 have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 
For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: Gracious God, 
 have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 
For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: Gracious God, 
 have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 
For failing to recognize your coming reign, and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God, 
 have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 
For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, and for disdaining the living water Christ offers: 
Gracious God, 
 have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 
For disregarding voices from the margin, and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the 
world: Gracious God, 
 have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 
For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to 
life: Gracious God, 
 have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 
God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through faith, the free gift of God, you have 
been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead dwells in you, pours God’s love into your 
hearts, and gives you life and peace. 
 Amen. 
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PM: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
 Amen. 
 
 
PM: Let us pray. 
 Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious 
 life and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with 
 your Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
 and forever. 
 Amen. 

 
 
 

Please be seated 
 

A reading from 1 Samuel:                                                                 (1 Samuel 16: 1-13 Pew Bible,  
                                                                                                                Old Testament, page 202)                                                                                                                     
 
The reading concludes with: 
Word of God, Word of Life 
 Thanks be to God 
 
Psalm: Psalm 23 
 
The L඗කඌ is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. 
 The L඗කඌ makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside still waters. 
You restore my soul, O L඗කඌ, and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 
 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; for you 
 are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil, and 
my cup is running over. 
 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in 
 the house of the L඗කඌ forever.  
 
 
 
 
A reading from Ephesians:                                                             (Ephesians 5:8-14 , Pew Bible 
                                                                                                             New Testament, page 150) 
The reading concludes with: 
Word of God, Word of Life 
 Thanks be to God 
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Please stand as you are able 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The holy gospel according to St. John                                                  (John 9:1-41 Pew Bible,  
   Glory to you, O Lord                                                                     New Testament, page 78)
   
 
The reading concludes with: 
The Gospel of the Lord 
 Praise to you, O Christ 
 
    

       Please be seated 
 
Children’s Time with Pastor 
 
 
 
 
Sermon 

 
Please stand as you are able 
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PM: Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he   
descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

AM: Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world and its 
needs. 

A brief silence. 

AM: God, our shepherd, we pray that you guide the church. Lead Christians in our community and 
across the globe in right paths for your name’s sake. Hear us, O God. 
 Your mercy is great. 
 
AM: God our provider, we cry out for this planet and the life it holds. Rescue endangered animals 
and plants, preserve threatened ecosystems, and save creatures from natural disasters. Hear us, 
O God. 
 Your mercy is great. 
 
AM: God our sovereign, we plead for your peace on earth. Bring an end to war and violence, and 
raise up leaders in governments, courts, businesses, schools, and community organizations who 
seek goodness and mercy. Hear us, O God. 
 Your mercy is great. 
 
AM: God our healer, we call to you in our need. Uplift all who are made to feel unimportant, and 
transform the hearts of all infected by bigotry and prejudice. Care for all in special need this day. 
Hear us, O God. 
 Your mercy is great. 
 
AM: God our friend, we praise you for the diversity of people among us. Awaken us to share and 
receive the gifts we each possess, and stir up a spirit of understanding, celebration, and welcome 
for all. Hear us, O God. 
 Your mercy is great. 
 

Thank you for the life of our birthday siblings, 
 Brian Kay, Eli Haga, and Corlene Coulter 
 

AM: God our home, we thank you for all who have died and completed their baptismal journeys. 
Grant us faith to live until we too dwell in your house forever. Hear us, O God. 
 Your mercy is great. 
 
AM: Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation. 
 Amen. 
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AM: Let us enthusiastically pray our prayer of stewardship, Holy Lord, 
 I gladly return, for your work, a portion of your abundant provision to me. All that I 

have is yours alone, entrusted Lord, to my care. Amen. 
 
PM: The Lord be with you. 
  And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts.  
  We lift them up to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
 
PM: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the 
leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed 
him your beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory.  And 
so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn:  

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Offering of our tithes, gifts and sacrifices is gathered for the mission of Christ’s church, including the 
care of those in need. 

ELECTRONIC GIVING  

PC = https://onrealm.org/ZionLutheranChurchNC/give/now 

Smartphone = https://onrealm.org/ZionLutheranChurchNC/give/now 

OR Scan QR code for mobile giving 
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PM: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the           
remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 
 
PM: For as often as we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the mystery of our 
faith. 
 Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  
 
 
PM: To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, now 
and forever. 
 Amen, amen, and amen! 
 
 
Let us enthusiastically pray as Jesus taught us, 
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
 done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us  our 
 trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
 temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and  the 
 glory. Forever and ever. Amen. 
 
PM: Come to the table. 
Feast on God’s goodness and mercy. 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please be seated  
 



10 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Communion Music:  In the Cross of Christ I Glory             Ithamar Conkey arr. Jason W. Krug 
 

Please stand as you are able       
  
PM: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
  Amen. 
 
AM: Let us pray, 
 God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, 
 reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and 
 blood of your Son, may we become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to 
 your love for all creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 Amen. 
 
 
AM: Let us enthusiastically commit to our mission as we pray, 

 Lord, my hope and strength come from you. Open my eyes and heart to become the 
person you want me to be; a person who cares for the widows and orphans, feeds 
the hungry, clothes the naked, frees the oppressed, and visits the sick and              
imprisoned. Give me and this congregation a vision to make a difference in our   
community. Enliven me to spread the good news of your Son. I pray this all for        
Jesus’s sake. Amen. 

 
PM: Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into existence, 
Jesus Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, + bless you 
now and always. 
  Amen. 

 
Turn to follow the cross as it processes through the Worship Space. 

Then follow it out to join in God’s work. 
 
  
 
 
 
  
 

  
 

 
 
 

The Lord’s Supper (Communion) at this congregation is practiced as an open table – all are         
welcome. Jesus said this is his body and blood given and shed for you;  

come receive the loving grace God provides for you. 

Those who do not commune may come forward for a blessing, for all are loved by God. 

Children who commune at their home congregation are encouraged to commune here today too. 

Gluten free wafers available. Request at time of receiving communion. 
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PM: Go in peace. Believe the good news. 
 Thanks be to God.  
 
Postlude  Great is Thy Faithfulness     William M. Runyan arr. Marilyn Arison 
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We pray this week for John Long , Noel 
& Amy, and all those affected by war. 

         
Contact Jayne Schrader at  

prayer@zion-nc.com 

The Weekly News of Zion Lutheran Church  

Today’s Worship Leaders 
 
Guest Minister:  Rev. Bob Sander 
Assisting Minister:  Ken Reinoehl 
Acolyte: LJ Brown 
Accompanist:  Steve Moore 
Audio/Visual Technicians:  John Rhodes and 
 Paul Bagocius 
Chancel Guild:  Darlene Milavickas & Harriet Bowers 
Reader:  Ruth Reinoehl 
Trustees:  Rob Frock & Scott Gross 
Flowers By:   Mike and Jayne Schrader in honor 
  of our children and grandchildren 
  Carol Rossbach in memory of Gregg 
  Evanoff 

March 22, 2026 Worship Leaders  
 
Guest Minister: Rev. David Rice 
Assisting Minister:  George Miller 
Acolyte: Eli Haga 
Accompanist: Susan Kaschak 
Audio/Visual Technicians: Chris Thompson and 
 Paul Bagocius   
Chancel Guild: Beth Shaheen & Jayne Schrader 
Reader:  Randy Cizek 
Trustees: Randy Elsass & Darlene Milavickas 
Flowers By:  Lou & Darlene Milavickas in 
 memory of Ellis Le Beau and in honor of 
 Shirley Dennis 
  

 
Lenten Dinner 

tonight at 
5:30pm and 
Service at 
6:15pm 

Food pantry giveaway 
March 17th 

 
9am set up 

12pm hot meal 
1pm Distribution 

Shared goods giveaway  
 

March 16th from 5pm to 7pm 
And 

March 17th from 12pm to 2pm 
 

Easter Lily  
Acknowledgments 
are due March 30, 

2026 


