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    Congregation responses are in bold 
 
Guest Minister (PM) -  Rev. Steve Johnson 
 
Announcements made prior to the start of our service 
 
Prelude      Abide With Me          William H. Monk Arr. Norman Johnson 
                              
        Please stand as you are able 
 
                     We welcome Jesus into our presence as we  
      turn to follow the cross as it is processed through our worship space 
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Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
 Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! 
 Amen. 
 
Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 

 

Merciful God, 
you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us beside still waters. 
We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. 
We thank you for the waters that nourish us. Blessed are you. 
 You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. We give you 
thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. 
Blessed are you. 
 You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down barriers that divide us. 
Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you. 
 You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new creation. 
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever. 
 Amen. 

         
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continued on next page 
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PM: Let us pray. 
 O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in the breaking of bread. 
 Open the eyes of our faith, that we may see him in his redeeming work, who lives 
 and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 Amen. 

 
Please be seated 

 
 
A reading from Acts:                                                                          (Acts 2:14a, 36-41 Pew Bible,  
                                                                                                                New Testament, page 91)                                                                                                                      
 
The reading concludes with: 
Word of God, Word of Life 
 Thanks be to God 
 
 
Psalm: Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19  
 
I love the L඗කඌ, who has heard my voice, and listened to my supplication, 
  for the L඗කඌ has given ear to me whenever I called. 
The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave came upon me; I came to grief and 
sorrow. 
 Then I called upon the name of the L඗කඌ: “O L඗කඌ, I pray you, save my life.”  
How shall I repay the L඗කඌ for all the good things God has done for me? 
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  I will lift the cup of salvation and call on the name of the L඗කඌ. 
I will fulfill my vows to the L඗කඌ in the presence of all God’s people. 
 Precious in your sight, O L඗කඌ, is the death of your servants. 
O L඗කඌ, truly I am your servant; I am your servant, the child of your handmaid; you have freed me 
from my bonds. 
 I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call upon the name of the L඗කඌ.  
I will fulfill my vows to the L඗කඌ in the presence of all God’s people, 
 in the courts of the L඗කඌ’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. Hallelujah!  
 
 
A reading from 1 Peter:                                                                         (1 Peter 1:17-23, Pew Bible,                      

New Testament, page 182) 
The reading concludes with: 
Word of God, Word of Life 
 Thanks be to God 
 

 
Please stand as you are able 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PM: The holy gospel according to St. Luke                                              (Luke 24:13-35 Pew Bible,  
   Glory to you, O Lord                                                                 New Testament, page 68-69)
   
 
The reading concludes with: 
The Gospel of the Lord 
 Praise to you, O Christ 
 
           

Please be seated 
 
Children’s Time with Pastor 
 
Sermon 
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Please stand as you are able 

 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

PM: Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he   
descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

AM: Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us pray 
for the needs of all creation. 
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A brief silence. 

 

AM: Living Savior, just as you journeyed with the disciples to Emmaus, accompany us on our 
journey of faith. Gather us at your table, that we recognize you in the breaking of the bread. 
Merciful God, 
 receive our prayer. 
 
AM: Almighty God, you provide for the needs of all creation. Bless the fields that are being 
prepared for planting, and send favorable weather so that the soil may yield an abundant harvest. 
Merciful God, 
 receive our prayer. 
 
AM: God of justice, where leaders abuse power, confront them and call them to repentance. Where 
there is corruption, bring integrity; where there is violence, sow peace. Merciful God, 
 receive our prayer. 
 
AM: Healing Savior, your resurrection brings hope to a hurting world. Heal those who are sick. 
Strengthen the weary, give courage to the despairing, and comfort the dying. Merciful God, 
 receive our prayer. 
 
AM: Gracious One, you have made us your own through the gift of baptism. Unite us in genuine 
love for one another and uphold this community in your name. Merciful God, 
 receive our prayer. 
 
Thank you for the life of our birthday siblings, 
 Beth Heller, Jane Fairman, Chris Thompson, Keith Haga, and Cindy Bagocius. 
 
AM: Eternal Light, we give thanks for all who have nurtured your church’s life in ages past. Bring us 
at last with them to the brightness of your glorious presence. Merciful God, 
 receive our prayer. 
 
AM: God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to 
all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 
 Amen. 
 

 

 

 

The Offering of our tithes, gifts and sacrifices is gathered for the mission of Christ’s church, including the 
care of those in need. 

ELECTRONIC GIVING  

PC = https://onrealm.org/ZionLutheranChurchNC/give/now 

Smartphone = https://onrealm.org/ZionLutheranChurchNC/give/now 

OR Scan QR code for mobile giving 
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AM: Let us enthusiastically pray our prayer of stewardship, Holy Lord, 

 I gladly return, for your work, a portion of your abundant provision to me. All that I 
have is yours alone, entrusted Lord, to my care. Amen. 

 
 
PM: The Lord be with you. 
  And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts.  
  We lift them up to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
 
 
PM: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our 
Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying 
has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene 
and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            
 
 
 
PM: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the           
remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 
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PM: For as often as we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the mystery of our 
faith. 
 Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  
PM: To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, now 
and forever. 
 Amen, amen, and amen! 
 
Let us enthusiastically pray as Jesus taught us, 
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
 done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
 trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
 temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
 glory. Forever and ever. Amen. 
 
PM: Come to the table of new life. 
Receive the risen Lord. 
    
  
  
   
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                       
    

            
  

Please be seated  

The Lord’s Supper (Communion) at this congregation is practiced as an open table – all are         
welcome. Jesus said this is his body and blood given and shed for you;  

come receive the loving grace God provides for you. 

Those who do not commune may come forward for a blessing, for all are loved by God. 

Children who commune at their home congregation are encouraged to commune here today too. 

Gluten free wafers available. Request at time of receiving communion. 
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Communion Music:  Let us Break Bread Together             A Spiritual, arr. Harold DeCou 
 
                
       Please stand as you are able       
  
PM: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
 Amen. 
 
AM: Let us pray, 
 Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all 
 things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and 
 to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, 
 Amen. 
 
 
AM: Let us enthusiastically commit to our mission as we pray, 

 Lord, my hope and strength come from you. Open my eyes and heart to become the 
person you want me to be; a person who cares for the widows and orphans, feeds 
the hungry, clothes the naked, frees the oppressed, and visits the sick and              
imprisoned. Give me and this congregation a vision to make a difference in our   
community. Enliven me to spread the good news of your Son. I pray this all for        
Jesus’s sake. Amen. 

 
PM: God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, 
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, + bless you now and forever. 
 Amen. 

 
Turn to follow the cross as it processes through the Worship Space. 

Then follow it out to join in God’s work. 
 
  
 
 
 
  
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continued on next page 
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PM: Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
Postlude  Thine is the Glory                               George Frederick Handel, Arr. Robert J. Hughes 
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We pray this week for all those 
affected by war.       

   
Contact Jayne Schrader at  

prayer@zion-nc.com 

The Weekly News of Zion Lutheran Church  

Today’s Worship Leaders 
 
Guest Minister:  Rev. Steve Johnson 
Assisting Minister:  Ken Reinoehl 
Acolyte: Ben Keith 
Accompanist: Steve Moore 
Audio/Visual Technicians:  Chris Thompson &  
    Paul Bagocius 
Chancel Guild:  Connie Riffle & Juanita Cignetti 
Reader:  Renee Keith 
Trustees:  Rob Frock & Scott Gross 
Flowers By:  Darlene Milavickas in celebration of  

 Lou Milavickas 80th Birthday 

  

April 26, 2026 Worship Leaders  
 
Guest Minister:  Rev. David Rice 
Assisting Minister: Ken Reinoehl 
Acolyte: Eli Haga 
Accompanist: Digital Music 
Audio/Visual Technicians:  John Rhodes & 
    Paul Bagocius 
Chancel Guild:  Connie Riffle & Lisa Frock 
Reader:  Ruth Reinoehl 
Trustees: Brian Milek 
Flowers By: Jim Fidler in memory of Elaine M.  
  Fidler & Frances Mejstrick 
  

 
Comfort Givers 
Lap and full comforters made 
2nd & 4th Thursdays—10:00 am to noon 
Contact office for more info 

Food pantry giveaway  
April 21st 

 
9am set up 

12pm hot meal 
1pm distribution April 20th 5-7:00pm  

April 21st 12:00-2:00pm 

Zion’s  
Shared 
Goods 

April 25th at 8:30am EvEry Monday at 6:30pM 
EvEryonE wElcoME 


