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Congregation responses are in bold

—' L Guest Minister (PM) - Rev. Bob Sander

Announcements made prior to the start of our service
Prelude What Wonderous Love Is This Craig Curry

PM: In this Lenten season we heard our Lord’s call to struggle against
sin, death, and the devil — all that keeps us from loving God and each
other. This is the struggle to which we were called at baptism. Within the
community of the church, God never wearies of forgiving sin and giving
Zion the peace of reconciliation. On this night we confess our sin against God
and our neighbor, and enter the celebration of the great Three Days

Evangellcal reconciled with God and with one another.
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SERMON

A Wonderous Act

Love Consecrates the Humblest Act
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PM: Let us [kneel and] make confession to God.

Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to struggle against sin,
death, and the devil—all that keeps us from loving God and each other. This is the struggle to

which we

were called at baptism.
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Within the community of the church, God never wearies of forgiving sin and giving the peace of
reconciliation. On this night let us confess our sin against God and our neighbor, and enter the
celebration of the great Three Days reconciled with God and with one another.

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.



Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together

with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of =+ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts
through faith.

Amen.

You are invited to come forward for individual Absolution

In obedience to the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, | forgive you all your sins.
Amen

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray,

Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave his disciples a
new commandment: To love one another as he had loved them. By your Holy Spirit
write this commandment in our hearts; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen

First Reading: Exodus 12:1-4 [5-10] 11-14

"The LoRD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, ““This month shall mark for you the
beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. ° Tell the whole congregation of
Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each
household. * If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in
obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it."' This
is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand, and
you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the Passover of the LORD. '“| will pass through the land of Egypt that
night, and | will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egyépt, from human to animal, and on all
the gods of Egypt | will execute judgments: | am the LORD. ~ The blood shall be a sign for you on
the houses where you live: when | see the blood, 4 will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy



you when [ strike the land of Egypt.
"““This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the
LoRD; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance.”

PSALM: 116:1-2,12-19
"I love the LORD, who has heard my voice,
and listened to my supplication,
%for the LORD has given ear to me
whenever | called.
'2How shall | repay the LORD
for all the good things God has done for me?
31 will lift the cup of salvation
and call on the name ! of the LoRob.
| will fulfill my vows to the LORD
in the presence of all God’s people.
"*Precious in your sight, O LORD,
is the death of your servants.
'®O Lorb, truly | am your servant;
| am your servant, the child of your handmaid; you have freed me from my bonds.
71 will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving
and call upon the name of the LORD.
"8 | will fulfill my vows to the LORD
in the presence of all God’s people,
%in the courts of the LORD’s house,
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26

*>For | received from the Lord what | also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when
he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, ** and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This
is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” “° In the same way he took the cup also,
after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of me.” “° For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the
Lord’s death until he comes.

Here ends the reading.

Please stand as you are able
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The Holy Gospel according to St. John: (John 13:1-17, 31b-35)
Glory to you, O Lord.

"Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this
world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end.
“The devil had already decided that Judas son of Simon Iscariot would betray Jesus. And during
supper ° Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands and that he had come
from God and was going to God, 4got up from supper, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel
around himself. > Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to
wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. ®He came to Simon Peter, who said to him,
“Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” " Jesus answered, “You do not know now what | am doing,
but later you will understand.” ® Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered,
“Unless | wash you, you have no share with me.” ? Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only
but also my hands and my head!” '’ Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not need to
wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.” "' For he
knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.”

'2 After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had reclined again, he said to them,
“Do you know what | have done to you? '* You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for that
is what | am. '* So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one
another’s feet. '° For | have set you an example, that you also should do as | have done to you. '°
Very truly, | tell you, slaves are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the
one who sent them. '’ If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.”

*"“Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. ** If God has
been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. *° Little
children, | am with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and as | said to the Jews so now |
say to you, ‘Where | am going, you cannot come.’ **| give you a new commandment, that you love
one another. Just as | have loved you, you also should love one another. *° By this everyone will
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

AM: On this night when Jesus gave us a new commandment to love one another, let us bring our
prayers before the One whose love knows no bounds.

AM: Gracious host, you knelt to wash your disciples’ feet. Cleanse us from pride and self-
centeredness, and teach us to love one another as you have loved us. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

AM: Creator God, the earth is yours and everything in it. Awaken us to care for all you have made
and conserve the rich diversity of your good creation. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

AM: God of the nations, guide the world’s leaders in the ways of justice and peace. Where they
wield power unjustly, confront them. Where they are indifferent to suffering, awaken their
conscience. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.



AM: Compassionate One, embrace all who are lonely or in captivity, comfort the grieving, and
relieve those in pain. Draw near to all who suffer. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

AM: Blessed redeemer, we give you thanks for this community of faith, and for all who gather
around your table of grace. Unite us in love for you and for one another. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

AM: Eternal God, we praise you for the great cloud of withesses who now rest from their labors. At
the last, gather us with them at your heavenly banquet. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

AM: We entrust these prayers to you, O God, confident that you will strengthen us by your Spirit to
love one another as Christ has loved us. We ask this in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

The Offering of our tithes, gifts and sacrifices is gathered for the mission of Christ’s church, including the
care of those in need.

ELECTRONIC GIVING @
PC = https://onrealm.org/ZionLutheranChurchNC/give/now o g

Smartphone = https://onrealm.org/ZionLutheranChurchNC/give/now

OR Scan QR code for mobile giving @
Communion Music Lamb of God Twila Paris, arr. Lloyd Larson

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise to
you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on the tree of the cross gave salvation to all,
that, where death began, there life might be restored, and that he, who by a tree once overcame,
might by a tree be overcome. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:
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In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory. Forever and ever.
Amen.

The meal is ready.
Come to the table.

The Lord’s Supper (Communion) at this congregation is practiced as an open table — all are welcome.
Jesus said this is his body and blood given and shed for you;
come receive the loving grace God provides for you.

Those who do not commune may come forward for a blessing, for all are loved by God.
Children who commune at their home congregation are encouraged to commune here today too.
Gluten free wafers available. Request at time of receiving communion.
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Distribution of Holy Communion

PM: Go in peace. Believe the good news.
Thanks be to God.

Let us pray.

Almighty God, you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for sin and a model of the godly
life. Enable us to receive him always with thanksgiving, and to conform our lives to
his; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen

The Stripping of the Altar

The service ends and we depart the building in silence.



Holy Thursday Word Search
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Weekly News of Zion Lutheran Church

“ANNOUNCING OUR 15" PROGRAM
ZION SPEAKER SERIES
Thursday APRIL 9, 2026

5:30 SNACK 6:00 TALK 6:45 Q&A

Behind Prison Bars & Yet Set Free
Laurel Derry, Missionary CRU

I Laurel, who has served as a Pastor’s wife,
L will share her prison ministry program

l experience. Her impressive history

I includes:

|+ leading bible study for women at her
local county jail,
o training volunteers, and
+ leading over 50 Art of Marriage events
for inmates and their spouses.

Liqurel desires to help women know they are fully loved and
I fully known by the Lord, no matter their circumstances.

I

I More to come:

I JULY 23: A JOURNEY THROUGH THE DESERT - Courageous Conversations

Doug Colmery, Director, STARK FRESH

OCTOBER 12: PROLIFERANCE AND PERILS OF PASTIC

Randi Pokladnik, PhD, Retired Professor

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2027: A SIMULATION EXPERIENCE

I Do You Know What It Takes...Do you Have What It Takes?
I Presented by the ZION Social Responsibility Ministry

No
Christian

Education
April 5th
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Easter Worship
Service

April 5 at 9:00 am

1st & 3rd Tuesday
Every Month

49:00 am—Setup
"~ 12:00 pm—Hot Meal
1:00 pm—-Distribution
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#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR

J Odl Join Us
. Zion Book Club
P]-C ou ]-t Friday, April 3rd,
. 10:00 am
A "*_';- ~ Church Classroom
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APRIL 7TH

12PM-2PM :

| =  APRILG6THAT 1:30PM
Little Dresses for This week we pray for all
Africa those affected by war.
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April 18th
9:00am

~ Submit your prayer
requests to
Jayne Schrader at

ion-NC.coiI ‘

Bible R’ngs for Food Pantry Needs
April 5th .
- o Canned Tuna
Acts 10:34-43 1 2 '4s| * Spaghetti Sauce
Col 3:1-4 o~ e Laundry Detergent

Matthew 28:1-10




