April 5, 2026, Resurrection Sunday
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Presiding Minister (PM) - Rev. Bob Sander
Announcements made prior to the start of our service

Prelude The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done Giovanni da Palestrina arr.

Cindy Berry
PM: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Zion Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!
Evangelical PM: This is the day the Lord has made.
Lutheran We will Rejoice and be glad in it.
Church
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Text: Latin carol, 14th cent., sts. 1-3; tr. J. Walsh, Lyra Davidica, 1708, alt.; Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, st. 4
Music: EASTER HYMN, J. Walsh, Lvra Davidica, 1708

PM: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.

And also with you.
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Let us pray.
O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and
by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make us die
every day to sin, that we may live with him forever in the joy of the resurrection,
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Choir Anthem: He is Risen By: Paul Baloche, Graham Kendrick & Marty Hamby
He is risen; Hallelujah, Hallelujah;

Christ is risen; Let the whole world sing

Christ is risen; Christ is risen from the dead.

Please be seated

A reading from Acts: (Acts 10:34-43 Pew Bible, page 98)

The reading concludes with:
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God



Psalm: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good; God’s mercy endures forever.
Let Israel now declare, “God’s mercy endures forever.”
The LORD is my strength and my song, and has become my salvation.
Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous: “The right hand of
the LORD acts valiantly!
The right hand of the LORD is exalted! The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!”
| shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the LORD.
The LORD indeed punished me sorely, but did not hand me over to death.
Open for me the gates of righteousness; | will enter them and give thanks to the LORD.
“This is the gate of the LORD; here the righteous may enter.”
| give thanks to you, for you have answered me and you have become my salvation.
The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.
By the LORD has this been done; it is marvelous in our eyes.
This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.

A reading from Colossians: (Colossians 3:1-4 Pew Bible page 156)
The reading concludes with:

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God

Please stand as you are able
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The holy gospel according to St. Matthew (Matthew 28:1-10, Pew Bible, New Testament, page 26)

The gospel of the Lord
Glory to you, O Lord

The reading concludes with:
The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ
Please be seated

Children’s Time

Sermon Rev. Bob Sander



Please stand as you are able

Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing
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Let us confess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

AM: Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us pray
for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.

AM: Risen Savior, you have conquered death and opened the gates of everlasting life. Dispel our
doubts and fears and renew our faith and hope in you. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

AM: Life-giving God, the created world rejoices in Christ’s victory over death. May all the earth be
renewed by the light of Jesus’ resurrection, and may we be faithful stewards of all you have made.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.



AM: Sovereign God, let the nations acknowledge your reign of justice and truth. Where violence,
oppression, and corruption hold sway, pour out your holy and life-giving Spirit to transform and
redeem. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

AM: Gentle Shepherd, like the women at the empty tomb, many grieve or feel lost and afraid. Draw
near to those who are ill or in pain. Reveal yourself to them as the Risen One. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

AM: Faithful God, we thank you for the living hope you give us through Christ’s resurrection. Bless
this community, that we may boldly proclaim Christ’s victory over death in word and deed. Merciful
God,

receive our prayer.

Thank you for the life of our birthday siblings,
Grant Schilling, Renee Keith, Sandy Elsass, and Lorraine Weinman.

AM: Eternal One, we give thanks for all who have died and now share in the joy of your
resurrection. Bring us, with them, to the unending feast of your victory. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

PM: God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to
all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen.

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The Offering of our tithes, gifts and sacrifices is gathered for the mission of Christ’s church, including the
care of those in need.

ELECTRONIC GIVING @ @
PC = https://onrealm.org/ZionLutheranChurchNC/give/now 3 e -

Smartphone = https://onrealm.org/ZionLutheranChurchNC/give/now

OR Scan QR code for mobile giving @ £

AM: Let us enthusiastically pray our prayer of stewardship, Holy Lord,

| gladly return, for your work, a portion of your abundant provision to me. All that |
have is yours alone, entrusted Lord, to my care. Amen.




Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful

Offering Song
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Let us pray,
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with
blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous
hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.
Amen.

PM: The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus
Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has
destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and
Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and
with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
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You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the majesty of
your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may
not perish but have eternal life.

We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish
all things for our salvation.

PM: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

PM: For as often as we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the mystery of our

faith.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
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Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his glorious
resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give thanks to you, O
Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you mercifully to accept our
praise and thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and
these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who share in the body and blood of
Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin,
may be formed to live as your holy people and be given our inheritance with all your saints.

To you, O God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, now
and forever.
Amen, Amen, Amen.

Let us enthusiastically and boldly pray as Jesus taught us,
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory. Forever and ever. Amen.

Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

The blood of Christ, given for you.
The Blood of Christ, shed for you.

Amen.
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Communion Music: There is a Redeemer Melody Green arr. Joel Raney

The Lord’s Supper (Communion) at this congregation is practiced as an open table — all are
welcome. Jesus said this is his body and blood given and shed for you;
come receive the loving grace God provides for you.

Those who do not commune may come forward for a blessing, for all are loved by God.
Children who commune at their home congregation are encouraged to commune here today too.
Gluten free wafers available. Request at time of receiving communion.

Please stand as you are able

Let us pray,
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer

darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life you nourish your people. Send
us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all
the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.

Amen.

The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with on another, in
accordance with Christ Jesus.
Amen.

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the
power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The God of all grace =+ bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing!
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PM: He is Risen.
He is Risen Indeed. Alleluia.

PM: Go in Peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude | Stand Amazed in the Presence Charles H. Gabriel arr. Cindy Berry
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The Weekly News of Zion Lutheran Church

I ™ TANNOUNCING OUR 15" PROGRAM |
ZION SPEAKER SERIES
Thursday APRIL 9, 2026

5:30 SNACK 6:00 TALK 6:45 Q&A

Behind Prison Bars & Yet Set Free
Laurel Derry, Missionary CRU

ILaurel, who has served as a Pastor’s wife,
L will share her prison ministry program

|l experience. Her impressive history
|includes:

|+ leading bible study for women at her
local county jail,
« training volunteers, and
+ leading over 50 Art of Marriage events
for inmates and their spouses.

ILaurel desires to help women know they are fully loved and
| fully known by the Lord, no matter their circumstances.

|

I More to come:

lJULV 23: AJOURNEY THROUGH THE DESERT - Courageous Conversations

I Doug Colmery, Director, STARK FRESH

OCTOBER 12: PROLIFERANCE AND PERILS OF PASTIC
Randi Pokladnik, PhD, Retired Professor
JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2027: A SIMULATION EXPERIENCE

Do You Know What It Takes...Do you Have What It Takes?

I Presented by the ZION Social Responsibility Ministry
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Education

Sewing for comforters
every Monday 10:00 am to
noon

Contact office for more info
on how to join!

Today’s Worship Leaders

Guest Minister: Rev. Bob Sander

Assisting Minister: Jim Fidler

Acolyte: Maggie McCormick

Accompanist: Susan Kaschak

Audio/Visual Technicians: Chris Thompson &

Paul Bagocius

Chancel Guild: Connie Riffle

Reader: Cindy Bagocius

Trustees: Brian Milek

Flowers By: Vicki & Clarence Givler in memory of
John Stayer

Flowers By: Linda Smith & Family in memory of
lla Mae Givler

Flowers By: Lou & Darlene Milavickas in memory
of Anna Mae Le Beau’s birthday

April 12, 2026 Worship Leaders

Guest Minister: Rev. David Rice

Assisting Minister: George Miller

Acolyte: LJ Brown

Accompanist: Susan Kaschak

Audio/Visual Technicians: Chris Thompson &
Paul Bagocius

Chancel Guild: Connie Riffle & Nicole Milek

Reader: Laura Thompson

Trustees: Randy Elsass & Darlene Milavickas
Flowers By: Randy Elsass in celebration of
Sondra Elass’s Birthday
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