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Congregation responses are in bold

Guest Minister (PM) - Rev. Steve Johnson

Announcements made prior to the start of our service

Prelude His Eye is on the Sparrow Charles H. Gabriel arr. Cindy Berry

Please stand as you are able

We welcome Jesus into our presence as we
turn to follow the cross as it is processed through our worship space

God Is Here!
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Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000

Music: ABBOT'S LEIGH, Cyril V. Taylor, 1907-1991

Text © 1979 Hope Publishing Company.

Music © 1942, ren. 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!
Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Merciful God,
you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us beside still waters.
We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.
We thank you for the waters that nourish us. Blessed are you.
You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful withess who accompanies us on our journeys. We give you
thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.
Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down barriers that divide us.
Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you.
You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new creation.
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever.
Amen.



Assisting minister
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.

ry g P peo-p

All
D i s e ey —— i T
e e

Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al- might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lambof God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our  prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther. A - men.

PM: Let us pray.
Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on earth. In
your great mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and give to all the world
the Spirit of your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Please be seated



A reading from Acts: (Acts 17:22-31 Pew Bible,
New Testament, page 105)

The reading concludes with:
Word of God, Word of Life
Thanks be to God

Psalm: Psalm 66:8-20
Bless our God, you peoples; let the sound of praise be heard.
Our God has kept us among the living and has not allowed our feet to slip.
For you, O God, have tested us; you have tried us just as silver is tried.
You brought us into the net; you laid heavy burdens upon our backs.
You let people ride over our heads; we went through fire and water, but you brought us out into a
place of refreshment.
I will enter your house with burnt offerings and will pay you my vows—
those that | promised with my lips and spoke with my mouth when | was in trouble.
| will offer you burnt offerings of fatlings with the smoke of rams; | will give you oxen
and goats.
Come and listen, all you who believe, and | will tell you what God has done for me.
| called out to God with my mouth, and praised the Lord with my tongue.
If I had cherished evil in my heart, the Lord would not have heard me;
but in truth God has heard me and has attended to the sound of my prayer.
Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, nor withheld unfailing love from me.

A reading from 1 Peter: (1 Peter 3:13-22 , Pew Bible,
New Testament, page 183)
The reading concludes with:
Word of God, Word of Life
Thanks be to God

Please stand as you are able
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You have the words of e - ter -nal Iife. Al - le - lu - 1a.
PM: The holy gospel according to St. John (John 14:15-21 Pew Bible,
Glory to you, O Lord New Testament, page 83)

The reading concludes with:
The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ



Please be seated
Children’s Time with Pastor

Sermon

Please stand as you are able

You Are the Way
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all those who search for God, you find and by your grace set free.
you on -ly can in- form the mind and pu - ri - fy the heart.
and those who put their trust in you not death nor hell shall harm.
that truth to keep, that life to win, whose joys e - ter - nal flow.
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Text: George W. Doane, 1799-1859, alt.
Music: DUNDEE, Psalter, Edinburgh, 1615

PM: Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. | believe in Jesus
Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us pray for
the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.

God of new life, you call us through the waters of baptism to be in relationship with you and one
another. Guide the church and its leaders to proclaim Christ’s righteousness throughout the world.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You create the world and all that is in it. Shelter budding plants and young animals, provide
unpolluted habitats and clean water, and raise up stewards for the environment. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

You set civil servants in the places where we live. Instill truth and equity among judges and
lawyers, gentleness and courage among first responders, and peace among leaders of towns and
nations. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You provide comfort in times of trouble. Heal those who are sick, shelter any who are unhoused,
feed those undernourished, and accompany and console all who are lonely, bereaved, anxious, or
ill . Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You are love and you desire that we love one another. As a mother hen cares for her chicks, bless
all who provide motherly care in our lives, and inspire us to care for one another. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

God of new life, your steadfast love endures forever. Inspire us by the example of the faithful
departed, who clung to your promises of life, forgiveness of sins, and salvation. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to all
the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen.

The Offering of our tithes, gifts and sacrifices is gathered for the mission of Christ’s church, including the
care of those in need.

PC = https://onrealm.org/ZionLutheranChurchNC/give/now

ELECTRONIC GIVING OIS0

Smartphone = https://onrealm.org/ZionLutheranChurchNC/give/now i
OR Scan QR code for mobile giving @




AM: Let us enthusiastically pray our prayer of stewardship, Holy Lord,

| gladly return, for your work, a portion of your abundant provision to me. All that |
have is yours alone, entrusted Lord, to my care. Amen.

PM: The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PM: Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our
Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying
has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene
and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures,

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

PM: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,

and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is

the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.



PM: For as often as we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the mystery of our
faith.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

PM: To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, now
and forever.

Amen, amen, and amen!

Let us enthusiastically pray as Jesus taught us,
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory. Forever and ever. Amen.

PM: Come to the table of new life.
Receive the risen Lord.
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant  us  peace.

The Lord’s Supper (Communion) at this congregation is practiced as an open table — all are
welcome. Jesus said this is his body and blood given and shed for you;
come receive the loving grace God provides for you.

Those who do not commune may come forward for a blessing, for all are loved by God.
Children who commune at their home congregation are encouraged to commune here today too.
Gluten free wafers available. Request at time of receiving communion.

Please be seated



Communion Music Commune With Me with We Remember You Kirk Dearman Arr. Carol
Tornquist

Please stand as you are able

PM: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

AM: Let us pray,
Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all

things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and
to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus,

Amen.

AM: Let us enthusiastically commit to our mission as we pray,
Lord, my hope and strength come from you. Open my eyes and heart to become the

person you want me to be; a person who cares for the widows and orphans, feeds
the hungry, clothes the naked, frees the oppressed, and visits the sick and
imprisoned. Give me and this congregation a vision to make a difference in our
community. Enliven me to spread the good news of your Son. | pray this all for

Jesus’s sake. Amen.

PM: God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, -+ bless you now and forever.
Amen.

Turn to follow the cross as it processes through the Worship Space.
Then follow it out to join in God’s work.

Sent Forth by God’s Blessing
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Continued on next page
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Your grace shall in - cite us, your love shall uw -  nite us
Then may all the liv - ing with praise and thanks - giv - ing
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to work for your  king - dom and an - swer your  call.
give hon - or to Christ and his name that we bear.

Text: Omer Westendorf, 19161997, alt.
Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune

Text © 1964 World Library Publications, 3708 River Rd., Franklin Park, IL. 60131-2158. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

PM: Go in Peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Postlude God Is So Good
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The Weekly News of Zion Lutheran Church

l Rigatoni Dinner Fundraiser Event
| Supporting Habitat for Humanity ECO Faith |
affected by war. | Build I
, Friday, May 29th 4-8pm I
ontact Jayne Schrade . | Zion Lutheran Church
, d;,_nc CO : Dine in or carry out I
Tickets are available for pre- \_" Al 3 |
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REQUESTS

Join us in
celebrating Zion’s
)= wonderful Women

on May 10th, 2026
after service.

Breakfast will be provided by
The Men of Zion.

I sale or at the door -~

I Dinner includes penne with

red sauce, meatballs, salad,
|garI|c bread/rolls
Iand drink

dessert
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*STARTING May 13th*
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Today’s Worship Leaders

Guest Minister: Rev. Steve Johnson

Assisting Minister: Jim Fidler

Acolyte: Ben Keith

Accompanist: Susan Kaschak

Audio/Visual Technicians: Chris Thompson &

Ray LePelley

Chancel Guild: Corlene Coulter & Linda Smith

Reader: Renee Keith

Trustees: Rob Frock & Scott Gross

Flowers By: Thompson Family in honor of mother
and grandmother Kay Reiss

Flowers By: Sally Bunyan In memory of Mom Grace
Paustian

May 17, 2026 Worship Leaders

Guest Minister: Rev. Steve Johnson
Assisting Minister: Darlene Milavickas
Acolyte: Eli Haga
Accompanist: Steve Moore
Audio/Visual Technicians: John Rhodes &
Paul Bagocius
Chancel Guild: Jane Fairman & Janet Slease
Reader: Nick Cignetti
Trustees: Randy Cizek and Brian Milek
Flowers By: Sally Bunyan in memory of Husband
Charlie Bunyan
Flowers By: George & Marcia Miller in memory of
George Miller's Birthday
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