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Congregation responses are in bold

Guest Minister (PM) - Rev. Steve Johnson

Announcements made prior to the start of our service

Prelude Children of the Heavenly Father Swedish Folk Melokdy Arr.

turn to follow the cross as it is processed through our worship space

Marilyn Arison

Please stand as you are able

We welcome Jesus into our presence as we

How Firm a Foundation
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1 How firm a foun - da - tion, O saints of the Lord,

2 “Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dis - mayed,

3 “When through fi - ’ry tri - als your path - way shall lie,

4 “Through - out all their life - time my peo - ple shall prove
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1s laid for your faith in Christ Je - sus, the Word!
for I am your God and will still give you  aid;
my grace, all -suf - fi - cient, shall be your sup - ply.
my sov - ’reign, ¢ - ter - nal, un - change - a - ble love;
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What  more can he  say than to  you he has  said
ru strength - en you, help you, and <cause you to  stand,
The flames shall not hurt you; 1 on - ly de - sign
and then, when gray hairs shall their tem - ples a - dorn,

| J .- -
) | |

ES —f — =

| | | |

Continued on next page
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who un to the Sav - ior for ref - uge have fled?
up - held by my righ - teous,om - nip - o - tent hand.”
your dross to con - sume and your gold to re - fine”
like lambs they shall still in my bo - som be borne”
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Text: J. Rippon, A Selection of Hvmns, 1787, alt.
Music: FOUNDATION, Early American

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!
Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Merciful God,
you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us beside still waters.
We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.
We thank you for the waters that nourish us. Blessed are you.
You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful withess who accompanies us on our journeys. We give you

thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.
Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down barriers that divide us.
Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new creation.

We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever.
Amen.



Assisting minister
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al- might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lambof God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our  prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther. A - men.

PM: Let us pray.
O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to your right
hand. Unite us with Christ and each other in suffering and in joy, that all the world
may be drawn into your bountiful presence, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Please be seated



A reading from Acts: (Acts 1:6-14, Pew Bible,
New Testament, page 90)

The reading concludes with:
Word of God, Word of Life
Thanks be to God

Psalm: Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35

Let God arise, and let God’s enemies be scattered; let those who hate God flee.
As smoke is driven away, so you should drive them away; as the wax melts before the
fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of God.

But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; let them also be merry and joyful.
Sing to God, sing praises to God’s name; exalt the one who rides the clouds; | Am is
that name, rejoice before God!

In your holy habitation, O God, you are a father to orphans, defender of widows;
you give the solitary a home and bring forth prisoners into freedom; but the rebels
shall live in desert places.

O God, when you went forth before your people, when you marched through the wilderness,
the earth quaked, and the skies poured down rain, at the presence of God, the God of
Sinai, at the presence of God, the God of Israel.

You sent a bountiful rain, O God; you restored your inheritance when it languished.
Your people found their home in it; in your goodness, O God, you have made
provision for the poor.

Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; sing praises to the Lord.
You ride in the heavens, O God, in the ancient heavens; you send forth your voice,
your mighty voice.

Ascribe power to God, whose maijesty is over Israel; whose strength is in the skies.
How wonderful you are in your holy places, O God of Israel, giving strength and
power to your people! Blessed be God!

A reading from 1 Peter: (1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 , Pew Bible,
New Testament, page 184)
The reading concludes with:
Word of God, Word of Life
Thanks be to God

Please stand as you are able
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You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al -1le - Tu - 1a.



PM: The holy gospel according to St. John (John 17:1-11, Pew Bible,
Glory to you, O Lord New Testament, page 85)

The reading concludes with:
The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ
Please be seated

Children’s Time with Pastor

Sermon

Please stand as you are able

Children of the Heavenly Father

Tryggare kan ingen vara
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Irvg - ga - re kan ing-en va-ra dn Guds lil - la bar - na-ska - ra,

Chil - dren of the heav'n-ly Fa-ther safe-ly in his bo - som gath-er;
God  his own doth tend and nour-ish, in his ho - ly courts they flour-ish.
Nei - ther life nor death shall ev - er from the Lord his chil - dren sev - er;
Though he giv-eth or he tak-eth, God his chil-dren ne’er for - sak - eth;
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stjdr-nan ej pd him-la - fds - tet, fi-geln e¢fj i kdn-da nds - fel.
nest - ling bird nor star in heav - en such a ref - uge e’er was giv - en.
From all e - vil things he spares them, in his might-y arms he bears them.
un - to them his grace he show - eth, and their sor-rows all he know - eth.
his the lov-ing pur-pose sole - ly to pre-serve them pure and ho - ly.
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Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832—1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870-1958
Music: TRY GGARE KAN INGEN VARA, Swedish folk tune
Text © 1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
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PM: Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. | believe in Jesus
Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

AM: Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us pray
for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.

AM: O God, your people sing praises throughout the church. By your Holy Spirit, inspire musicians,
deacons, pastors, and bishops to proclaim the gospel of Jesus. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

AM: Your creative power fills the universe. Bring favorable weather, nurture plants and animals,
protect us from natural disasters, and guide us to care for all you have made. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

AM: Your justice is exercised in society by those in authority. Instill in political leaders, business
leaders, school administrators, and all who care for others a desire for peace and equity. Merciful
God,

receive our prayer.

AM: Your compassion and care come through the gifts of medicine and relationships. Soothe the
anxious, protect widows and orphans, comfort those living with memory loss and their families, and
heal the sick. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

AM: Your love radiates from communities gathered in your name. Bless those experiencing
significant transitions in life such as graduation, retirement, new employment, and accompany us in
our prayers during these times. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

AM: Thank you for the life of our birthday sibling,
Becky Jo Aquillo.

AM: O God, your promise of eternal life is certain and sure. Inspire us by the steadfast faith of
those who have gone before us, so that we may be confident in the assurances you give. Merciful

God,
receive our prayer.

AM: God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to
all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen.



The Offering of our tithes, gifts and sacrifices is gathered for the mission of Christ’s church, including the
care of those in need.

PC = https://onrealm.org/ZionLutheranChurchNC/give/now

ELECTRONIC GIVING Ol R0

Smartphone = https://onrealm.org/ZionLutheranChurchNC/give/now i
OR Scan QR code for mobile giving @ '

AM: Let us enthusiastically pray our prayer of stewardship, Holy Lord,

| gladly return, for your work, a portion of your abundant provision to me. All that |
have is yours alone, entrusted Lord, to my care. Amen.

PM: The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PM: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our
Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying
has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene
and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.




PM: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,

and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is

the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

PM: For as often as we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the mystery of our
faith.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

PM: To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, now
and forever.

Amen, amen, and amen!

Let us enthusiastically pray as Jesus taught us,
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory. Forever and ever. Amen.

PM: Come to the table of new life.
Receive the risen Lord.
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

The Lord’s Supper (Communion) at this congregation is practiced as an open table — all are
welcome. Jesus said this is his body and blood given and shed for you;
come receive the loving grace God provides for you.

Those who do not commune may come forward for a blessing, for all are loved by God.
Children who commune at their home congregation are encouraged to commune here today too.
Gluten free wafers available. Request at time of receiving communion.
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Please be seated
Communion Music

Please stand as you are able

PM: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

AM: Let us pray,
Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all
things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and
to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus,
Amen.

AM: Let us enthusiastically commit to our mission as we pray,
Lord, my hope and strength come from you. Open my eyes and heart to become the
person you want me to be; a person who cares for the widows and orphans, feeds
the hungry, clothes the naked, frees the oppressed, and visits the sick and
imprisoned. Give me and this congregation a vision to make a difference in our
community. Enliven me to spread the good news of your Son. | pray this all for
Jesus’s sake. Amen.

PM: God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, -+ bless you now and forever.
Amen.

Turn to follow the cross as it processes through the Worship Space.
Then follow it out to join in God’s work.
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O God beyond All Praising
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1 O God be-yond all prais - ing, we wor-ship you to - day
2 The flowr of earth-ly splen-dor in time must sure -ly  die,
3 Then hear, O gra-cious Sav - ior, ac - cept the love we bring,
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though small in mor - tal stat-ure, to  heav-en’s gar-den grown:
we’ll  tri-umph through our sor-rows and rise to bless you still:
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we lift  our hearts be - fore you and  wait up - on your word,
for Christ, your gift from heav - en, from death has set us free,
to mar - vel at your beau - ty and glo-ry in your ways,
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we hon - or and a - dore you, our great and might-y  Lord.
and we through him are giv - en the fi - nal vic - to - ry.
and make a joy-ful du - ty our sac -ri-fice of praise.

Text: Michael Perry, 1942-1996
Music: THAXTED, Gustav Holst, 1874-1934
Text © 1982, 1987 Jubilate Hymns, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

PM: Go in Peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Postlude Christ is Made the Sure Foundation Joachim Neander arr. Anna Laura Page
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The Weekly News of Zion Lutheran Church

affected b

war.

PRAY LR

REQUESTS

UPCOMING

EVENT, s

May 18
Shared Goods 5-7pm

May 20
12-2pm Shared Goods

1-2pm Food Pantry

Rigatoni Dinner Fundraiser Event

| Supporting Habitat for Humanity ECO Faith |
| Friday, May 29th 4-8pm I
| Zion Lutheran Church
Dine in or carry out I
Tickets are available for pre- |§ »  La ‘N
e

I sale or at the door A g % ,
I Dinner includes penne with

red sauce, meatballs, salad, V |
|gar|ic bread/rolls, dessert, %
Iand drink |
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Wednesday, May 20—7#pw
Sunday, May 25—9am

stephen

MINISTRY.

"Christ caring for people thraugh people

Commissioning of Stephen Ministers on May
24th.

Reception to follow in Luthier Hall.

Today’s Worship Leaders

Guest Minister: Rev. Steve Johnson
Assisting Minister: Darlene Milavickas
Acolyte: Eli Haga
Accompanist: Steve Moore
Audio/Visual Technicians: John Rhodes &
Paul Bagocius
Chancel Guild: Jane Fairman & Janet Slease
Reader: Nick Cignetti
Trustees: Randy Cizek and Brian Milek
Flowers By: Sally Bunyan in memory of Husband
Charlie Bunyan
Flowers By: George & Marcia Miller in memory of
Father George Miller’s Birthday

May 24, 2026 Worship Leaders

Guest Minister: Rev. Steve Johnson

Assisting Minister: Ken Reinoehl

Acolyte: Maggie McCormick

Accompanist: Digital Music

Audio/Visual Technicians: Chris Thompson &
Paul Bagocius

Chancel Guild: Jane Fairman & Janet Slease

Reader: Brian Milek

Trustees: Randy Elsass & Darlene Milavickas

Flowers By: Vicki & Clarence Givler in memory of
Pat Stayer & Moe Alters
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