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I am with you always

MATTHEW 28:20

May 31, 2026
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Congregation responses are in bold

Guest Minister (PM) - Rev. Steve Johnson

Announcements made prior to the start of our service

Prelude Come, Thou Almighty King Felice de Giardini arr. Cindy Berry

Please stand as you are able

We welcome Jesus into our presence as we
turn to follow the cross as it is processed through our worship space

Holy God, We Praise Your Name
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1 Ho - ly God, we praise your name; Lord of all, we
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vast do - main, ev - er - last - ing is your reign.
sweet ac - cord: “Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord!”
set of  sun through the church the song  goes  on.
bend the knee while  we own the mys - fter - Y.
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Text: source unknown; tr. Clarence A. Walworth, 1820-1900
Music: GROSSER GOTT, Katholisches Gesangbuch, Vienna, 1774

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,
we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to
dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray,
Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and | will give
you rest.” In the name of God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s
love.

Amen.



Assisting minister
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our  prayer.
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther.r A - men.

PM: Let us pray.
Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal Three-in-One,
and we praise your power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast in this faith,
defend us in all adversity, and bring us at last into your presence, where you live in
endless joy and love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Please be seated



A reading from Genesis: (Genesis 1:1—2:4a Pew Bible,
Old Testament, page 1)

The reading concludes with:
Word of God, Word of Life
Thanks be to God

Psalm: Psalm 8

O LoRD our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!—
you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of infants and
children; you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe and
avenger.

When | consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars you have set in

their courses,
what are mere mortals that you should be mindful of them, human beings that you
should care for them?

Yet you have made them little less than divine; with glory and honor you crown them.
You have made them rule over the works of your hands; you have put all things under
their feet:

all flocks and cattle, even the wild beasts of the field,
the birds of the air, the fish of the sea, and whatever passes along the paths of the
sea.

O LoRrD our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!

A reading from 2 Corinthians: (2 Corinthians 13:11-13 Pew Bible,
New Testament, page 143)
The reading concludes with:
Word of God, Word of Life
Thanks be to God

Please stand as you are able
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You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al -le - lu - 1a.



PM: The holy gospel according to St. Matthew (Matthew 28:16-20 Pew Bible,
Glory to you, O Lord New Testament, page 26)

The reading concludes with:
The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ
Please be seated
Children’s Time with Pastor

Sermon

Please stand as you are able

God, Whose Almighty Word

o l F‘I "—gl | = ﬁzﬁ:dl l |9 i

1 God, whose al - might - y  word cha-os and dark - ness heard

2 Christ, who once came to  bring, on your re - deem - ing wing,

3 Spir - it of truth and love, life - giv-ing, ho - ly dove,

4 Ho - ly and |Dbless - ed three, glo-ri-ous Trin - 1 - ty,
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and took their flight: hear us, we hum - bly pray, and where the
heal - ing and sight; health to the trou - bled mind, sight where il -
speed forth your flight; move on the wa - ter's face bear - ing the
Wis - dom, Love, Might: bound-less as o - cean’s tide, roll - ing in
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gos - pel day sheds mnot its glo - rious ray, let there be light.
lu - sions blind; oh, now to hu - man-kind let there be light.
lamp of grace, and in earth’s dark - est place let there be light.
full - est pride, through the earth, far and wide, let there be light.
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Text: John Marriott, 1780-1825, alt.
Music: ITALIAN HYMN, Felice de Giardini, 1716-1796



PM: Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. | believe in Jesus
Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

AM: Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of the world.
A brief silence.

AM: Holy God, we are in awe of your creative work. Continue that work in your church, making us a
new creation that proclaims your presence and love. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

AM: Creator God, nature reveals your power and glory. Protect water sources, vegetation, and
wildlife as reminders of who you are. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

AM: Redeemer God, you call us to pray for those in authority. Guide our leaders to pursue the work
of fostering peace and community. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

AM: Sustaining God, you are mindful of your people in every circumstance. Heal those who are
sick. Provide for all who hunger. Protect those in harm’s way. Comfort any experiencing hardship.
God of grace,

hear our prayer.

AM: Gracious God, we pray for the children of our church and community. Provide for their needs.
Support their caregivers. Nurture their faith. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Thank you for the life of our birthday sibling,
Vicki Givler.

AM: Loving God, we give thanks for those who have died and claimed their baptismal promises.
Strengthen us to live as they did in communion with you. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

AM: Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken prayers to you,
O God, through Jesus our Savior.
Amen.



The Offering of our tithes, gifts and sacrifices is gathered for the mission of Christ’s church, including the
care of those in need.

PC = https://onrealm.org/ZionLutheranChurchNC/qgive/now

ELECTRONIC GIVING @ g @

Smartphone = https://onrealm.org/ZionLutheranChurchNC/give/now foond
OR Scan QR code for mobile giving @ g

AM: Let us enthusiastically pray our prayer of stewardship, Holy Lord,

| gladly return, for your work, a portion of your abundant provision to me. All that |
have is yours alone, entrusted Lord, to my care. Amen.

PM: The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PM: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God. You reveal your glory as the glory of the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit: equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God,
ever to be adored in your eternal glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.




PM: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,

and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is

the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

PM: For as often as we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the mystery of our
faith.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

PM: To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, now
and forever.

Amen, amen, and amen!

Let us enthusiastically pray as Jesus taught us,
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory. Forever and ever. Amen.

PM: Heaven has come near.
Come, share in the feast!
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant  us  peace.

The Lord’s Supper (Communion) at this congregation is practiced as an open table — all are
welcome. Jesus said this is his body and blood given and shed for you;
come receive the loving grace God provides for you.

Those who do not commune may come forward for a blessing, for all are loved by God.
Children who commune at their home congregation are encouraged to commune here today too.
Gluten free wafers available. Request at time of receiving communion.

9



Please be seated

Communion Music Let us Break Bread Together arr. Joel Raney
Please stand as you are able

PM: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

AM: Let us pray,
Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with
the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may
share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of
Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.
Amen.

AM: Let us enthusiastically commit to our mission as we pray,
Lord, my hope and strength come from you. Open my eyes and heart to become the
person you want me to be; a person who cares for the widows and orphans, feeds
the hungry, clothes the naked, frees the oppressed, and visits the sick and
imprisoned. Give me and this congregation a vision to make a difference in our
community. Enliven me to spread the good news of your Son. | pray this all for
Jesus’s sake. Amen.

PM: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, + one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always.
Amen.

Turn to follow the cross as it processes through the Worship Space.
Then follow it out to join in God’s work.

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!
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Ear - ly in the morn - ing our song shall rise to thee.
cast - ing down their gold - en crowns a - round the glass - y sea;
though the eye of sin - ful-ness thy glo - ry may not see,
All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea.
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cher-u - bim and  ser - a- phim fall - ing down be - fore thee,
on - ly thou art ho - ly; there  is none be - side  thee,
Ho -ly, ho - ly, ho - ly, mer - ci-ful and might - y!
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which wert and art, and ev - er - more shalt be.
per - fect in pow’r, in love and pu - 1 - ty
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Text: Reginald Heber, 1783-1826, alt.
Music: NICAEA, John B. Dykes, 1823-1876
PM: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.
Postlude To God Be The Glory William H. Doane arr. Gayden Sikes
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The Weekly News of Zion Lutheran Church

PRAYER

REQUESTS

JOIN THE CHOIR!!
Practice every Monday
6:30pm
Everyone welcome!

No experience needed.

Zion Lutheran
Vacation Bible School af'
June 22nd—June 26th @
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Today’s Worship Leaders June 7, 2026 Worship Leaders
Guest Minister: Rev. Steve Johnson Guest Minister: Rev. David Rice
Assisting Minister: Beth Heller Assisting Minister: Beth Heller
Acolyte: Ben Keith Acolyte: Ben Keith
Accompanist: Susan Kaschak Accompanist: Digital Music
Audio/Visual Technicians: John Rhodes & Audio/Visual Technicians: Chris Thompson and
Paul Bagocius Paul Bagocius
Chancel Guild: Jane Fairman & Janet Slease Chancel Guild: Sally Bunyan & Beth Shaheen
Reader: Cindy Bagocius Reader: Renee Keith
Trustees: Rob Frock & Scott Gross Trustees: Randy Cizek & Darlene Milavickas
Flowers By: Today’s flowers honor God in Flowers By: Benjamin & Hannah Aemmer in
celebrating May’s Wedding honor of our children
Anniversaries at Zion
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