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        Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
                  Traditional Worship Service 
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    Congregation responses are in bold 
 
Guest Minister (PM) -  Rev. Sprite Johnson 
 
Announcements made prior to the start of our service 
 
Prelude   My Faith Looks Up to Thee by Lowell Mason arr, Lloyd Larson 
                              
        Please stand as you are able 
 
                     We welcome Jesus into our presence as we  
      turn to follow the cross as it is processed through our worship space 
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Submitted By Arnold Givler “It is a favorite because the affirmation of Faith” 
 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity,  ☩  one God, whose compassion endures forever. 
 Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin to God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Compassionate God, 
 we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
 In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore 
 us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, 
 Amen. 
 
Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give 
you rest.” In the name of God, Father, ☩  Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s 
love. 
 Amen. 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continued on next page 
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PM: Let us pray. 
 God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you. 
 Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and 
 constancy, that your name may be known throughout the earth, through Jesus 
 Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 Amen. 

 
Please be seated 

 
 
 
A reading from Isaiah:                                                                        (Isaiah 56:1, 6-8,  Pew Bible,  
                                                                                                                Old Testament, page 531)                                                                                                                     
 
The reading concludes with: 
Word of God, Word of Life 
 Thanks be to God 
 
 
Psalm: Psalm 67  
May God be merciful to us and bless us; may the light of God’s face shine upon us. 
 Let your way be known upon earth, your saving health among all nations. 
Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 
 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with equity and 
 guide all the nations on earth.  
Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 
 The earth has brought forth its increase; God, our own God, has blessed us. 
May God give us blessing, and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.  
 
 
 
 



5 

 A reading from  Romans:                                                            (Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32, Pew Bible,                     
           New Testament, page 122) 
The reading concludes with: 
Word of God, Word of Life 
 Thanks be to God 
 

 
Please stand as you are able 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PM: The holy gospel according to St. Matthew                     (Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28 , Pew Bible,  
   Glory to you, O Lord                                                                      New Testament, page 13)
   
 
The reading concludes with: 
The Gospel of the Lord 
 Praise to you, O Christ 
           

Please be seated 
 

Special Music By Carli Brown 
 
Children’s Time with Pastor 
 
Sermon 

  
 

Please stand as you are able 
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Submitted by Arnold Givler “It is a favorite because it is a place and source of comfort.” 
 
PM: Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he   
descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s 
creation. 

 A brief silence.  
 
AM: For believers around the world who stream to your holy mountain, that all be united in faith 
and harmony in the body of Christ. Let your church on earth be a witness to the beloved 
community of your heavenly kingdom. Merciful God, 
 receive our prayer. 
 
AM: For your wondrous creation, that it thrives and flourishes as you intend. Raise up wise 
stewards to defend the natural world against carelessness and destruction. Safeguard endangered 
species and their habitats. Merciful God, 
 receive our prayer. 
 
AM: For the nations of the world and all in authority, that they heed the cry of the outcast and 
ensure care for the most vulnerable. Give wisdom to leaders of countries, congregations, and 
communities, that they lead and serve justly. Merciful God, 
 receive our prayer. 
 
AM: For all who are lonely, grieving, or struggling with chronic pain, that they find comfort, 
community, and hope. Send relief to all who struggle with illness of any kind. Merciful God, 
 receive our prayer. 
 
AM: For this congregation, for visitors and those new to this faith community, that all may recognize 
the presence of Christ in each new face. Draw this community together in love and strengthen it in 
unwavering faith. Merciful God, 
 receive our prayer. 
 
AM: Thank you for the life of our birthday siblings,  
 Rich Biggerstaff, Cathy Harvey, and Phil Boley. 
 
AM: Bless this week’s marriage and help us support their life together,  
 Ron & Carole Singer. 
 
AM: For the saints before us whose work is done, that their faithful example continues to direct 
your church. May their witness remind us that your gifts and calling are irrevocable, whether in life 
or death. Merciful God, 
 receive our prayer. 
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AM: Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the name 
of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 Amen. 
 

AM: Let us enthusiastically pray our prayer of stewardship, Holy Lord, 
 I gladly return, for your work, a portion of your abundant provision to me. All that I 

have is yours alone, entrusted Lord, to my care. Amen. 
 
PM: The Lord be with you. 
  And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts.  
  We lift them up to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
 
PM: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on 
this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Offering of our tithes, gifts and sacrifices is gathered for the mission of Christ’s church, including the 
care of those in need. 

ELECTRONIC GIVING  

PC = https://onrealm.org/ZionLutheranChurchNC/give/now 

Smartphone = https://onrealm.org/ZionLutheranChurchNC/give/now 

OR Scan QR code for mobile giving 
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PM: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the           
remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 
 
PM: For as often as we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the mystery of our 
faith. 
 Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  
 
That the bread we break and the cup we bless may be the communion  ☩ of the body and blood 
of Christ.  As this bread is Christ's body for us, send us out to be the body of Christ in the world. 
  
Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor are yours, 
almighty Father, now and forever.  
 Amen. 
 
PM: To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, now 
and forever. 
 Amen, amen, and amen! 
 
Let us enthusiastically pray as Jesus taught us, 
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
 done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
 trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
 temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
 glory. Forever and ever. Amen. 
 
PM: Heaven has come near. 
Come, share in the feast! 
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Please be seated 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Communion Music  My Hope is Built on Nothing Less   
                
       Please stand as you are able       
  
PM: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
 Amen. 
 
AM: Let us pray, 
 Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with 
 the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may 
 share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
 through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 
 Amen. 
 
 
AM: Let us enthusiastically commit to our mission as we pray, 

 Lord, my hope and strength come from you. Open my eyes and heart to become the 
person you want me to be; a person who cares for the widows and orphans, feeds the 
hungry, clothes the naked, frees the oppressed, and visits the sick and imprisoned. 
Give me and this congregation a vision to make a difference in our community. 
Enliven me to spread the good news of your Son. I pray this all for Jesus’s sake. 
Amen. 
 

Students of all types and ages, staff, teachers and school employees, are encouraged to come 
forward with their backpacks, cases, laptops, and other carriers for a blessing and sending. 

 
PM: A reading from Deuteronomy; “Hear, O Israel: The L඗කඌ is our God, the L඗කඌ alone. You shall 
love the L඗කඌ your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might.” Keep 
these words that I am commanding you today in your heart. Recite them to your children and talk 
about them when you are at home and when you are away, when you lie down and when you rise. 
Bind them as a sign on your hand, fix them as an emblem on your forehead, and write them on the  
doorposts of your house and on your gates. 
 Help us Lord to always remember you, and carry you with us, in our daily life. 
 
 

The Lord’s Supper (Communion) at this congregation is practiced as an open table – all are         
welcome. Jesus said this is his body and blood given and shed for you;  

come receive the loving grace God provides for you. 

Those who do not commune may come forward for a blessing, for all are loved by God. 

Children who commune at their home congregation are encouraged to commune here today too. 

Gluten free wafers available. Request at time of receiving communion. 
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Continued on next page 

                                    
 It is right, our duty, and our joy to always remember you God and praise you for all that we have. 
 We praise you God, for our children. 
  
Holy God as these children begin their studies, we ask a blessing on these backpacks in which 
they will carry books, paper, markers, pencils, snacks, and other items for learning. 
 Bless them Lord, help the children learn. 
  
Holy God, bless the school administrators, custodial and maintenance staff, bus drivers, and   
teachers that they may be faithful stewards of knowledge and care of our children. 
 Bless them Lord, help them care for our children. 
  
Holy God, at their Baptism we promised to love and nurture these people, help us to fulfill that 
promise. 
 Bless us Lord, help us care for our siblings in Christ. 
  
Holy God these are our cherished children. Keep them safe, keep them excited, and keep them   
ever seeking to learn more about you and your creation. 
 Bless them Lord, help the children feel your love. 
  
Let us open our hands upward as we pray. 
 Almighty God, foundation of all wisdom, you blessed us with the joy and care of 

children: give us and teachers everywhere calm strength and patient wisdom to 
teach them to love whatever is just, and true, and good. Amen 

  
Bless now these backpacks and those who carry them. May their backpacks be tools they use to 
gain knowledge and proclaim your love to the world. Give these, our siblings in Christ, hearts       
enlightened by the Holy Spirit that they may grow in knowledge and faithfulness, to worship and 
serve you from this day forward. We ask this blessing in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.   
 Amen.  Bless them Lord. Go with them Lord. Amen! 

  
Affirmation may be made with applause 

 
PM: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩  one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always. 
 Amen. 

 
Turn to follow the cross as it processes through the Worship Space. 

Then follow it out to join in 
God’s work. 
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Today’s Worship Leaders 
 
Guest Minister:  Rev. Sprite Johnson 
Assisting Minister: Beth Heller 
Acolyte: LJ Brown 
Accompanist:  Steve Moore 
Audio/Visual Technicians: John Rhodes &   
    Chris Thompson 
Chancel Guild:  Corlene Coulter & Linda Smith 
Reader:  Cindy Bagocius 
Trustees: Randy Elsass & Darlene Milavickas 
Flowers By: George & Marcia Miller in honor of our 
  friends at Zion 
Flowers By: Linda Smith & Family in loving memory 
  of Mother, Ila Givler’s Birthday 

August 23, 2026 Worship Leaders  
 
Guest Minister: Rev. Steve Johnson 
Assisting Minister: George Miller 
Acolyte: Eli Haga 
Accompanist: Digital Music 
Audio/Visual Technicians:  Chris Thompson & 
    Paul Bagoius 
Chancel Guild: Jane Fairman & Janet Slease 
Reader:  Ruth Reinoehl 
Trustees:  Rob Frock & Scott Gross 
Flowers By:  Laura Thompson in memory of  
  Lowell Thompson’s birthday 
Flowers By: Art Brakus in memory of Gina Marie 
  Lehn (Brakus) 

PM: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude  Where Cross the Crowded Ways  arr. Roger C. Wilson 

Copyright  
Information 

Holy Holy Holy Lord God Almighty Public Domain 

Rock of Ages, CleŌ for Me Public Domain 

The Church's One FoundaƟon Public Domain 


